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Millie  Romero,  Lisa  Crocker,  and  Jennifer  Batson  (left  to  right)  often  find  themselves  in  stitches  at  the  Chicks  with  Sticks  knitting  circle  that 
meets  Monday  nights  at  Bliss  Bar.  Photo  by  Maureen  McGettigan 


Knitters  Gone  Wild!  Chicks  with  Sticks  Descend  on  Local  Bar 


By  Olivia  Boler 

There’s  nothing  like  an  evening  of 
knitting  and  cucumber  martinis  to 
round  out  a  Monday  night.  That’s  right: 
knitting  and  drinking — the  latest  in  hip- 
to-the-minute  extracurricular  activities. 
Chicks  with  Sticks,  a  Noe  Valley  knitting 
and  crocheting  group,  meets  in  the  Blue 
Room  of  24th  Street’s  Bliss  Bar  every 
Monday  evening  at  6:30,  and  anyone — 


beginner  or  advanced,  woman  or  man — 
who  is  tired  of  purling  in  solitude  is  wel¬ 
come  to  join. 

It  all  started  in  November  2003.  Jersey 
Street  roommates  Gabbi  Pope,  32,  and 
Kathy  Barobs,  38,  had  tried  to  host  knit¬ 
ting  parties  in  their  home,  but  their  living 
room  proved  too  snug.  The  duo  decided 
to  move  the  fun  into  a  public  forum.  They 
scouted  out  Bliss  Bar  and  asked  bartender 
Deb  Gatiss  if  they  could  sit  in  one  of  the 


booths  and  knit. 

“On  a  Monday  night,  it’s  pretty  dead,” 
says  Barobs.  They  posted  a  notice  on 
Craig’s  List  inviting  anyone  interested  to 
join  them  in  clicking  needles  and  high¬ 
balls  and  swapping  yams.  In  less  than  a 
year,  the  group  has  grown  to  260  mem¬ 
bers.  They  were  even  featured  in  June  on 
Channel  5’s  entertainment  news  show 
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Ready,  Set,  Vote: 

Activists  and  Shoppers 
Gear  Up  fpr  Nov.  2 

By  Erin  O’Briant 

With  pro-John  Kerry  dog  T-shirts, 
Bush  voodoo  dolls,  and  signs  de¬ 
crying  the  “loonies”  in  mostly  liberal  Noe 
Valley,  locals  of  all  political  stripes  are 
gearing  up  to  support  their  favorite  can¬ 
didates  in  the  Nov.  2  presidential  election. 

Presidential  Paraphernalia 

Just  for  Fun,  a  gift  and  stationery  store 
at  3982  24th  Street,  greets  customers  with 
a  humorous  display  of  mostly  anti-Pres- 
ident  Bush  paraphernalia  near  the  en¬ 
trance.  A  hot  item  is  the  Bush  voodoo 
doll,  giving  Democrats  a  chance  to  vent 
a  few  frustrations.  But  a  more  practical  al¬ 
ternative  is  the  book  of  bumper-sticker 
postcards:  You  simply  pull  one  out  and 
send  it  as  a  postcard;  the  recipient  then 
peels  off  the  sticker  attached  to  the  card. 
Popular  slogans  include  “Bring  Back 
Monica  Lewinsky”  and  “No  Billionaire 
Left  Behind.”  An  employee  of  the  store, 
Jena  Frassanello,  helped  create  the  book. 


The  goods  are  proving  popular.  “I’m  fi¬ 
nally  making  money  on  George  Bush,” 
jokes  Just  for  Fun  co-owner  David  Eiland. 

He’d  include  some  pro-Bush  items  if 
he  could,  he  says,  but  few  are  available. 
“I  always  make  sure  everyone  under¬ 
stands  my  store  is  not  political....  The 
store  and  staff  aren’t  taking  a  stand.  There’s 
almost  nothing  anti -Kerry  out  there,  but 
if  there  were,  I'd  give  it  equal  time.” 

A  National  Embarrassmint 

Just  down  the  block  at  3927  24th 
Street,  Panetti's  window  boasts  a  blow¬ 
up  "Bop  Bush"  doll,  offering  yet  another 
way  for  those  troubled  by  the  current  ad¬ 
ministration  to  express  themselves 
(though  at  press  time  the  store  had  sold 
out  of  all  but  the  floor  model). 

Marjory  Panetti,  who  owns  the  gift 
store,  has  also  stocked  up  on  items  made 
by  the  Unemployed  Philosophers  Guild, 
including  a  tin  of  breath  mints  imprinted 
with  Bush’s  face  and  the  words  “National 
Embarrassmints.” 

They’re  selling,  too.  “People  really 
seem  to  love  them,"  Panetti  says  with  a 
big  smile. 

Lest  anyone  think  Noe  Valley  is  exclu¬ 
sively  pro-Kerry,  the  owner  of  Twin 
Peaks  Properties,  located  on  24th  Street 


The  "Bop  Bush”  doll  at  Panetti's  Gifts  is 
among  the  more  popular  presidential 
campaign  attractions  on  24th  Street. 

Photo  by  Jack  Tipple 

near  Castro,  has  festooned  his  window 
with  signs  decrying  the  liberal  politics  of 
“Looney  Valley”  and  promoting  Presi¬ 
dent  George  W.  Bush.  One  of  Harry 
Aleo’s  hand-lettered  signs  reads,  “Wel- 
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Work  Begins  at 
Real  Food  Site 

But  Some  Still  Want 
Nutraceutical  Out 

By  Liz  Highleyman 

Nearly  a  year  after  the  24th  Street  Real 
Food  Company  closed  its  doors  last 
Labor  Day  weekend  amid  charges  of 
union-busting,  signs  of  construction  have 
finally  appeared  at  the  long-vacant  store¬ 
front.  In  late  August,  work  crews  could 
be  seen  going  in  and  out  of  the  gutted  gro¬ 
cery,  which  for  more  than  three  decades 
had  been  Noe  Valley’s  largest  and  most 
popular  purveyor  of  organic  foods. 

According  to  Jane  Allen,  who  with  her 
husband,  Kimball,  owns  the  building,  and 
Sergio  Diaz — marketing  director  for  Real 
Food’s  Utah-based  parent  company,  Nu¬ 
traceutical  Corporation — the  two  parties 
reached  an  agreement  this  summer  about 
who  would  foot  the  bill  for  structural  re¬ 
pairs  to  the  property. 

Building  Repairs  Started 

“The  process  is  moving  along,"  Jane 
Allen  told  the  Voice  on  Aug.  23.  "We're 
working  on  the  structural  problems.” 

Allen  said  her  contractor  told  her  that 
the  work  should  be  completed  by  the  end 
of  September,  but  she  added  that  the  city’s 
permitting  process  and  other  unforeseen 
delays  could  lengthen  that  timeline.  Ru¬ 
mors  that  the  building  would  be  demolished 
and  rebuilt  were  unfounded,  Allen  said. 

“The  owners  will  bring  the  building  up 
to  code,  and  we’ll  take  it  from  there  with 
any  renovations  and  improvements,” 
Diaz  told  the  Voice. 

Diaz  added  that  after  the  code-related 
structural  work  is  completed,  he  expects 
the  improvements  should  take  about  a 
month.  “Our  part  is  not  a  major  recon¬ 
struction,  it’s  a  makeover  type  of  job,”  he 
said.  “Our  hope  is  to  have  this  finished  by 
the  end  of  the  year.” 

As  of  Aug.  24,  the  city's  Department 
of  Building  Inspection  had  on  file  a  per¬ 
mit  for  “interior  soft  demolition"  at  3939 
24th  Street  (a  renewal  of  a  permit  taken 
out  in  September  2003),  but  no  permits 
for  major  structural  work. 

Reactions  Run  the  Gamut 

Some  local  residents  and  business 
owners  are  happy  to  see  an  end  to  the  long 
stalemate.  “It’s  hard  on  the  block  when 
that  large  of  a  storefront  is  closed,"  said 
Carol  Yenne,  president  of  the  Noe  Valley 
Merchants  and  Professionals  Associa¬ 
tion.  “It's  hurting.businessfcs  to  have  that 
much  square  footage  empty." 

But  a  group  of  neighborhood  organiz¬ 
ers  remains  angry  about  how  Nutraceuti¬ 
cal  handled  last  year's  closure,  as  well  as 
the  company’s  refusal  to  discuss  commu¬ 
nity  grievances. 

“We’ve  made  such  a  good-faith  effort 
to  engage  in  real  dialogue  with  Nu¬ 
traceutical,  and  have  been  ignored  or  met 
with  nothing  but  ‘corporate-speak,’”  said 
24th  Street  resident  Leslie  Crawford.  “We 
just  want  them  to  leave  the  neighborhood. 

CONTINUED  ON  PAGE  7 
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Heavy  Traffic  on  24th.  Critical  Mass  riders  took  a  tour  through  Noe  Valley  on  July  30. 


Photo  by  Tim  Fogarty 
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Janet  Moyer  Landscaping 

Design  •  Build  •  Maintain 

Quality  landscaping  located  in  Noe  Valley  since  1990 

821  3760 

www. jmoyerlandscaping.  com 


LANDSCAPE  CONTRACTOR  LICENSE  725050 


PEST  CONTROL  LICENSE  21606 
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Home  Staging 

House  Makeovers 

(  yiOLETTFA  ) 

V  V  SAN  FRANClSCOVw/  J 

Color  Consulting 
Interiors 

1414-Castro  Street 

Call  for  a  Consultation! 

San  Francisco,  CA 

415-341-8442 

94114 

Violetto@pacbell.  net 

HEALTH  CENTER 

Natural  Health  Care  in  a  Soothing  Environment. 
493  Sanchez  Street  at  18th  Street 
(415)  553-8886 


Be  Well.  Stay,  Well. 


Learn  to  Dance  Tango! 


with  Gary  6»  Nirmala  in  Noe  Valley... 

Learn  the  basics  of  this  romantic  dance:  Lead,  follow,  improvise,  fun! 


Argentine  Tango  Fundamentals 


•  Expert  Instruction 

•  Small  sroup  classes 
with  personal  attention 

•  Sinsles  and  couples  welcome 

•  Beginner,  Intermediate  S’ 
Advanced  level  series 


Six  weekly  evenings  beginning  September:  $60 

Includes  free  1-hour  private  lesson  for  first-time  students! 

Call  for  schedule  S’  registration:  (415)  824-2412 
Email:  gntango@mindspring.com  •  Web  sanfrantango.com 


Also  join  us  Friday  nights*  for  dancing  S’  classes  at  the  Monte  Cristo  Club 
136  Missouri  near  17th  Street  •  7pm  -  12  am  •  $12  ($10  dance  only) 
‘(except  the  last  Friday  of  the  month) 
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,,  Investments 

Services 

At  more 

Tracing  its  roots  to  1871,  Edward 
Jones  specializes  in  helping  individual 

investors  achieve  their  personal  investment  goals.  We  can  help  you  develop  a  plan 
tailored  to  your  individual  objectives.  Then  we  can  assist  in  selecting  investments 
and  services  that  are  consistent  with  your  objectives. 


Investments  Services 


Annuities 

Individual 

Fixed  Annuities 

Retirement  Plans 

Variable  Annuities 

Individual  Retirement 

Business  Retirement  Plans 

Accounts  (IRAs) 

Money  Purchase  Pension  Plans 

Roth  IRAs 

Profit-sharing  Plans 

Insurance 

40 l(k)  Plans/Rollovers 

Term  Life 

403(b)  Plans 

Permanent  Life 

SIMPLEs 

Long-term  Care 

SEP  IRAs 

Long-term  Disability 

Fixed-income  Investments 

Money  Market  Funds 

Bonds 

Mutual  Funds 

-  Corporate 

-  Government 

-  Mortgage-backed  Securities 

-  Municipal 

-  Convertible 

-  Zero  Coupon 

Certificates  of  Deposit 

Unit  Investment  Trusts 

Stocks 

Edwardjones 

Cash  Management 
Programs 

College  Savings  Plans 
Credit  Cards 

Customer  Loans/ 
Personal  Line  of  Credit 

Estate  Planning  Options 
Equity  Research 
Investment  Banking 
Managed  Asset  Accounts 
Mortgage  Services* 

Online  Account  Access 
(AccountLink) 

Portfolio  Reviews 

Systematic  Investing 

Dividend  and  Income 
Reinvestment 
Dollar  Cost  Averaging 

Trusts** 


•All  First  Mortgage  products  are  offered 
and  provided  by  Edward  Jones  Mortgage, 
LLC,  an  affiliate  of  Edward  Jones.  Edward 
Jones  Mortgage,  LLC  is  licensed  by  the 
Department  of  Corporations  under  the 
California  Residential  Mortgage  Lending 
Act  ©2002  Edward  Jones  Mortgage,  LLC. 
All  Rights  Reserved.  Information  is  accu¬ 
rate  as  of  date  of  printing  and  is  subject 
to  change  without  notice.  Equal  Housing 
Lender. 

**  Edward  Jones  Trust  Company  and 
Edward  Jones  are  separate  subsidiaries 
of  the  Jones  Financial  Companies,  L.LLR 


INDUSTRY  RANKINGS 

Securities  Industry  Yearbook  2003-2004 


Among  all  firms 

Among  regional  firms 

Number  1  in  offices 

Number  1  in  offices 

Number  4  in  employees 

Number  1  in  employees 

Number  4  in  brokers 

Number  1  In  brokers 

Number  30  in  capital 

Number  10  in  capital 

brokerage  named  on  the  list,  placed  second  in  the  consumer  advocacy  ranking. 

Kiplinger's  Personal  Finance  Magazine,  May  2003 

In  this  profile  story  titled,  “Street  Smart,"  Edward  Jones  is  described  as 
"America’s  Main  Street  Broker.” 

Financial  Times,  March  2003 

Describes  Edward  Jones'  homespun  style  of  providing  investment  advice  in  the 
U.K. 

Kiplinger’s  Personal  Finance  Magazine,  October  2002 

Edward  Jones  ranks  No.  1  among  full-service  brokers,  putting  it  ahead  of  eight  of 
the  nation's  largerst  brokerages  overall  based  on  results  in  six  categories. 


OTHER  RECOGNITIONS 

Fortune,  January  2004 

For  the  sixth  year  in  a  row,  FORTUNE  ranks  Edward  Jones  among  the  100  Best 
Companies  to  Work  For.  The  financial-services  firm  takes  the  No.  4  spot. 

Barron’s  Magazine,  January  2004 

Barron’s  reports  that  for  more  than  seven  years,  the  Edward  Jones  Model  Stock 
Portfolio's  long-term  track  record  has  beaten  the  performance  of  the  14  other  bro¬ 
kerage  firms  in  its  survey. 

Report  on  Business  Magazine,  December  2003 

Edward  Jones  ranks  among  the  50  Best  Employers  in  Canada  on  the  Globe  and 
Mail's  annual  listing. 


Newsweek,  July  1, 2002 

Edward  Jones  receives  a  favorable  mention  as  a  shining  example  of  a  firm  that 
does  what's  right  for  customers. 

BusinessWeek,  June  10,  2002 

Edward  Jones  appears  in  the  prominent  business  magazine  as  a  firm  different 
from  its  competitors. 

Corporate  Board  Member,  March  2002 

The  trade  publication  describes  Edward  Jones  as  one  of  the  country’s  most  prof¬ 
itable  brokerages  that  avoids  layoffs  during  downturns. 


Registered  Representative,  December  1993-2003 

Ranks  Edward  Jones  No.  1  among  the  nation's  top  seven  brokerage  firms  for  the 
11th  consecutive  year,  scoring  highest  in  15  of  19  categories. 

Forbes,  November  2003 

Ranks  Edward  Jones  73  on  the  Forbes  500  list  of  the  nation's  largest  privately 
held  companies. 

Forrester  Research,  July  9,  2003 

Edward  Jones  ranks  among  the  best  advocates  for  its  customers,  according  to  the 
“Winning  the  Changing  Financial  Consumer"  study.  The  firm,  the  highest-ranking 


Kathy  Zucchi 

4190  24th  Street  at  Diamond  •  Noe  Valley 

San  Francisco  94114 

415-282-4079 

www.edwardjones.com 

Member  SIPC 

Edwardjones 

Serving  Individual  Investors  Since  1871 
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ORGANIC 


CALIFORNIA 

CA  GROWN 


Fresh  Organic 

Heirloom 

Tomatoes 


(A  GROWN 


Fresh 

Organic 

Raspberries 

6  oz.  oke. 


With  CLUB  Save  1.50  per  lb.  or  More 


With  CLUB 


A  GROWN 


CA  GROWN 


g&tei  Fresh  Organic  f  Aa  u  Ip*  Fresh  AQk  Hk? 

|p|J  Valencia  £  ^  lp£  Organic  I  T/  ||£: 

Oranges  fl  /  BH  Gala  Apples 

vy  y  lb.  m  JL  ib.  m 

With  CLUB  Save  .30  per  Ib.  or  More  gfg  With  CLUB  Save  1.50  per  Ib.  or  More  life 


Fresh  Organic 

Honeydew 

Melons 


s-wstm 


A  GROWN 


Baby 


Save 


IS 


More 


Buy 


or 


- 


fk  Fresh 


^  W>  ®r8an'c 

|||§  Grapes 

lb.  I  -A-  lb. 

With  CLUB  Save  .60  per  lb.  or  More  Up :  With  CLUB  Save  1.00  per  lb.  or  More 

HI,.  11  111 


,  Fresh  Organic 
ft  Baby  Peeled 
Hr  Carrots 


f  Fresh 
I  Organic 
I  Yellow  Peaches 


/TO  If!  Fresh 
W  y  Iff!  Organic 


S  Fresh 
ft  Organic 
H  Chard 


Kiwi 


16  oz.  pkg. 


Rainbow,  Red  or 
Green 


hunch 


ea. 


With  CLUB  Save  .70  Bunch  or  More 


With  CLUB  Save  .60  ea.  or  More 


With  CLUB  Save  .80  per  lb.  or  More 


Fresh 


Fresh 


Earth  Greens  (T  f 

Fresh  Organic  ^  v])  A— 

I  Broccoli  &C  Carrots  / 

if  or  Broccoli  Slaw  or  Florets  /  ,  %  W 

§  12  oz.  pkg.  lOr 

With  CLUB  Buy  2  Save  3.18  or  More 


Fresh  Organic 

Roma 

Tomatoes 


m 


Bunch 


ca 


With  CLUB  Save  .50  per  Ib.  or  More  I 


With 


Butkh 


CLUB 


Save 


More 


With 


Save 


ME  h 


More 


With  CLUB  Buy  3  Save  1.37  or  More 


SR* 


*An‘o*s  pMBU 

y|  (A  GROWN  1 

“Organic] 

1 

L 

Organic 

Carrots 


■ 

f§  Organic 

Onions 


CLIB 


BaCr.' 
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Bringing 


LOOK  FOR 

THESE 

SHELF 

TAGS 

THROUGH 

OUT  THE 

STORE! 


810673-6  PROD  G 

ORGANIC 
Q  PEARS 


stopnetta 


Organk|j* 

5%  REDUCED  b*  i§§kS 


Organic 

2%  REDUCEDfAl 

Milk 


Clover 

Certified  Organic 


Selected  Varieties 
64  oz.  ctn. 


With  CLUB  Save  1.20  or  More 


With  CLUB  Save  2.00 


Clover 

Certified  Organic 
Half  and  Half 


Fresh  Organic 

Braebum 

Apples 


Fresh  Organic  * 

Bartlett 

Pears 


Horizon 
Organic 
Large  Eggs 

1  Dozen  ctn. 


With  CLUB  Save  1.50  per  lb.  or  More 


With  CLUB  Save  .60 


With  CLUB  Save  .90  or  More 


With  CLUB  Save  .80  or  More 


Odwalla  (T  A 

Fresh  Organic  ~  4)  /  | 

Juices  / 

W  or  Carrot  ^  for  | 

With  CLUB  Buy  2  Save  1.78  or  More 


Wildwood 
Organic  Soy 
Chocolate  Milk 


Clover 

Natural 

Yogurt 

Selected  Varieties 
8  oz.  cup 


-A-  Bunch 

With  CLUB  Save  1.00  bunch  or  More 


With  CLUB  Save  .50  or  More 


With  CLUB  Buy  4  Save  .96  or  More 


Fresh 

Organic 

Celery 


Walnut  Acres 
Fresh  Organic 
Apple  Juice 

12s  oz.  btl. 


Straus 

Organic 

Butter 

Regular  or  Sweet 
1  lb.  pltg. 


Clover 
Natural 
Sour  Cream 

Selected  Varieties 
16  oz.  cup 


^  ^  Bunch 

With  CLUB  Save  .30  bunch  or  More 


With  CLUB  Save  3.00  each  or  More 


rices  Effective  8:00  am 


Tuesday 

August  31  thru  September  14,  2004 
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New  Slogan:  “Real  Food/Real 
Empty/Real  Mad!" 

Editor: 

It’s  been  one  year. 

This  Labor  Day  weekend  marks  a  dif¬ 
ferent  sort  of  anniversary  in  Noe  Valley.  One 
year  ago  Labor  Day  weekend,  Noe  Valley 
shoppers  arrived  at  the  Real  Food  store  on 
24th  Street  and  found  it  locked  for  “re¬ 
modeling”  with  no  prior  notice.  Even  the 
vendors  were  caught  unaware.  Days  after 
the  sudden  closure  they  continued  mak¬ 
ing  deliveries  to  the  store.  Yet  according 
to  the  parent  company — vitamin  con¬ 
glomerate  Nutraceutical  Corporation/ 
Fresh  Organics,  Inc. — an  extensive  reno¬ 
vation  had  been  planned  well  in  advance. 

No  one  was  more  perplexed  about  the 
abrupt  and  unceremonious  closure  than 
the  nearly  30  employees  who  were  fired 
without  notice  the  night  before.  (We  won¬ 
der:  Did  Nutraceutical  executives  con¬ 
sciously  choose  Labor  Day  weekend  to 
send  a  message  to  unionizing  workers?) 
The  National  Labor  Relations  Board  cer¬ 
tainly  felt  the  matter  was  worth  looking 
into,  and  we  expect  a  decision  by  the 
board  soon. 

In  addition  to  the  firing  of  workers, 
equally  galling  is  the  effect  the  closure 
has  had  on  local  business.  Since  the  clos¬ 
ing  of  Real  Food,  several  merchants  on 
24th  Street  between  Sanchez  and  Noe 
have  experienced  a  dramatic  and  even  fa¬ 
tal  drop-off  in  sales  due  to  reduced  foot 
traffic. 

We  are  indignant.  Many  of  us  who  live 
and  work  in  Noe  Valley  had  shopped  at 
Real  Food  for  up  to  30  years.  We  are  also 
among  the  2,000  Noe  Valleyans  who 
signed  a  petition  expressing  outrage  over 
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FREE 
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Bumble  and  Bumble 
Hair  Care  Products 

Specializing  in  Highlights 
Now  doing  Spray  Tanning! 

Open  7  Days 
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Nutraceutical’s  disrespectful  conduct. 
Our  community  expects  to  live  in  a  neigh¬ 
borhood  where  workers  are  treated  ethi¬ 
cally,  with  concern  for  their  well-being, 
and  where  merchants  and  landlords  relate 
to  the  greater  community  with  consider¬ 
ation  and  respect. 

Yet  Nutraceutical  never  responds  in  an 
authentic  way.  Instead,  our  appeals  are 
met  with  cynical  and  superficial  corpo¬ 
rate-speak  about  “product  mix”  and  “en¬ 
hancing  the  shopping  experience."  It’s  re¬ 
markable:  Despite  hundreds  of  letters, 
e-mails,  petitions,  and  phone  calls  from 
concerned  neighbors,  the  company  has 
done  nothing  to  correct,  let  alone  address, 
its  misdeeds.  Even  more  stunning  is  that 
over  the  past  few  months,  our  district  su¬ 
pervisor,  Bevan  Dufty,  has  called  Nu¬ 
traceutical  CEO  Bill  Gay  on  almost  a 
daily  basis.  Bevan  has  yet  to  receive  even 
a  return  phone  call. 

Frustrating  as  well  is  that  when  we  ap¬ 
peal  to  Real  Food’s  original  owners  and 
landlords,  Jane  and  Kimball  Allen,  we’re 
told  they  won’t  discuss  the  matter  for  le¬ 
gal  reasons.  Even  when  several  mer¬ 
chants  have  expressed  interest  in  opening 
a  high-quality  food  store — including  Bi- 
Rite  on  1 8th  Street — the  Allens  have  said, 
in  essence,  “No  comment.” 

The  one  positive  outcome  of  our  out¬ 
rage  is  the  Noe  Valley  Farmers’  Market, 
which  developed  out  of  community  meet¬ 
ings  held  soon  after  the  store  closed. 
Every  week  for  four  hours,  we  celebrate 
our  community,  local  farmers,  healthy 
food,  good  neighbors,  and  down-home 
music.  By  supporting  our  neighborhood 
farmers’  market  we  say  a  most  emphatic 
no!  to  corporations  like  Nutraceutical, 
which  usurp  the  very  meaning  of  locally 
grown  organic  food  that  nurtures  and  sus¬ 
tains  people  in  the  most  wholesome  way. 

So,  here  we  are,  one  year  later,  with  a 
thriving  farmers’  market  and  a  gutted 
health  food  store.  Although  we’ve  heard 
rumors  of  an  agreement  between  the  Al¬ 
lens  and  Nutraceutical,  without  direct 
communication  from  either  party  the  in¬ 
formation  resembles  similar  rumors  we 
heard  last  spring  about  an  imminent  re¬ 
opening.  In  fact,  as  of  Aug.  24,  there  are 
no  permits,  applications,  or  building 
plans  on  file  with  the  city. 

In  effect,  both  the  Allens  and  Nu¬ 
traceutical  continue  to  ignore  the  con¬ 
cerns  of  the  neighbors,  workers,  and  lo¬ 
cal  merchants,  while,  for  a  full  year,  we’ve 
been  held  hostage  by  out-of-town  busi¬ 
ness  interests  based  far  from  Noe  Valley 
(Nutraceutical  Corporation  in  Utah  and 
the  Allens  in  Marin).  The  silent  stalemate 
between  Nutraceutical  and  the  Allens  has 
reflected  a  lack  of  accountability  to  the 
people  who  live  and  work  in  Noe  Valley. 

Do  we  really  want  a  business  in  our 
neighborhood  that  has  caused  so  much 
damage?  Again,  our  answer  is  no. 

We  want  to  mark  this  anniversary  by 
reiterating  our  position:  We  will  work  to¬ 


ward  creating  a  neighborhood  where  em¬ 
ployees  are  treated  ethically,  with  con¬ 
cern  for  their  well-being,  and  where  mer¬ 
chants  relate  to  the  greater 
community — and  their  potential  cus¬ 
tomers — with  consideration  and  respect. 

We  invite  all  Noe  Valleyans  affected  by 
the  yearlong  closure  of  Real  Food  to  join 
us  on  Labor  Day  weekend,  Saturday, 
Sept.  4.  At  1 1 :45  a.m.,  we  will  meet  at  the 
farmers’  market  (located  on  24th  Street 
between  Vicksburg  and  Sanchez)  and 
move  on  to  a  rally  at  the  Real  Food  store. 
On  the  same  day,  we  will  announce  a  new 
campaign,  one  that  calls  for  a  boycott  ot 
Nutraceutical  products  and  urges  Nu¬ 
traceutical  to  leave  our  neighborhood  and 
allow  a  more  ethically  minded  local  busi¬ 
ness  to  move  in. 

It’s  been  one  year,  and  no,  we  haven’t 
forgotten.  And  if  you — Nutraceutical 
Corporation  and  the  Allens — don’t  be¬ 
lieve  us,  read  our  new  button:  Real 
FoodIReal  Empty! Read  Mad! 

Vanessa  Barrington,  Paula  Benton, 
Lisa  Brinker,  Leslie  Crawford, 
John  Foley,  John  Friedman, 
Peter  Gabel,  Richard  Hildreth, 
P.  Rachel  Levin,  Patrick  Monk, 
Steve  Powell,  Kim  Rohrbach. 
Mary  Schieb,  Erica  Sweetman, 
Carrie  Varoquiers,  Eric  Viscito 

Reaps  Shoots  and  Leaves 

Editor: 

Of  all  the  wonderful  articles  written 
about  the  Conservatory  of  Flowers  in  the 
past  year,  I  think  I  enjoyed  yours  (“An  Af¬ 
ternoon  Idyll  at  the  Conservatory  of 
Flowers,”  by  Rosie  Ruley  Atkins, 
July/August  2004  Voice)  most  of  all.  You 
certainly  captured  the  adventure  of  visit¬ 
ing  our  city’s  great  glasshouse,  in  ways 
that  frequently  made  me  smile. 

We  hope  you  will  visit  again  and  often, 
and  that  you’ll  bring  your  family  and 
friends  with  you.  We  can  promise  you’ll 
see  something  new  and  different  every 
time.  After  all,  it’s  a  jungle  in  here!  Ap¬ 
preciatively, 

Scot  Medbury 
Director,  Conservatory  of  Flowers 
Golden  Gate  Park 

Howl  If  Your  House  Is  Haunted 

Dear  Noe  Valley  Neighbors, 

We  at  Cover  to  Cover  are  hoping  some 
of  you  may  be  able  to  come  forward  with 
some  information  regarding  those  ghoul- 
ies  and  ghosties  and  other  things  that  go 
“bump”  in  the  Noe  Valley  night.  We  have 
been  delving  into  the  darker  regions  of 
our  friends’  consciouses  to  track  down  the 
locations  of  hauntings,  haunted  houses, 
and  various  and  sundry  other  creepy  tales. 

We  hope  we  can  put  together  a  Hal¬ 
loween  tour  of  the  ’hood,  so  anything  you 
can  tell  us  about  places  to  see,  historical 
happenstances,  or  great  stories  you’ve 
heard  about  local  goings-on  would  be  a 
much  appreciated  boon. 

Call  us  at  the  store  at  282-8080  or  e-mail 
us  at  covertocover@juno.com.  Thanks. 

The  Staff  at  Cover  to  Cover 
Cover  to  Cover  Booksellers 
1307  Castro  Street.  S.F.,  CA  94114 
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Real  Food  Remodel 
Stirs  Up  Dust. ..and 
Passions 

CONTINUED  FROM  PAGE  I 

They’ve  done  enough  damage  already.” 

Last  fall  and  winter.  District  8  Super¬ 
visor  Bevan  Dufty  repeatedly  offered  to 
help  mediate  between  Nutraceutical  and 
the  community,  but  his  overtures  were  re¬ 
buffed.  Dufty’s  legislative  aide,  Rebecca 
Prozan,  said  the  supervisor  has  continued 
to  call  Nutraceutical  CEO  Bill  Gay  sev¬ 
eral  times  a  week,  with  no  response. 

Saturday  Protest  Planned 

The  organizing  group  will  hold  a 
protest  on  Saturday,  Sept.  4,  to  call  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  ongoing  issues  surrounding  the 
Real  Food  closure.  It  will  begin 'at  1 1 :45 
a.m.  at  the  weekly  Noe  Valley  Farmers’ 
Market.  From  there,  protesters  will  march 
to  the  Real  Food  storefront,  where  they  will 
distribute  literature  and  listen  to  speakers. 

“The  protest  is  intended  to  remind  Nu¬ 
traceutical  that  they  are  not  welcome  in 
Noe  Valley,”  said  13-year  resident  Steve 
Powell.  “They  have  treated  everyone,  in¬ 
cluding  their  employees,  shabbily  over 
the  past  year.” 

The  protest  organizers  said  they  would 
ask  shoppers  to  boycott  the  24th  Street 
store  if  Nutraceutical  succeeded  in  re¬ 
opening.  “The  issue  is  not  going  to  go 
away,”  Powell  said.  “If  they  choose  to 
come  back,  theyTl  face  a  very  stiff  boy¬ 
cott.  They  are  out  of  state,  out  of  touch, 
and  should  be  out  of  Noe  Valley.” 

The  group  would  like  to  see  Real  Food 
replaced  by  a  locally  owned  natural  gro¬ 
cery  store.  The  owners  of  Bi-Rite  Market 
on  18th  Street  have  expressed  interest  in 
opening  a  Noe  Valley  branch,  said  Powell. 


While  Nutraceutical  is  the  primary  fo¬ 
cus  of  the  organizers’  ire,  they  are  not  let¬ 
ting  Jane  and  Kimball  Allen  off  the  hook. 
“They  bear  some  responsibility  for  the 
dramatic  impact  this  has  had  on  the  neigh¬ 
borhood,”  said  Crawford. 

Added  Powell,  “We  want  to  pressure 
the  Allens  to  take  a  second  look  at  Nutra¬ 
ceutical  as  a  desirable  lessee,  in  light  of 
the  fact  that  locally  owned  grocers  would 
like  to  do  business  in  Noe  Valley.”  Nu¬ 
traceutical  holds  an  option  to  lease  the 
property  for  1 2  years. 

NLRB  Decision  Expected  Soon 

Meanwhile,  all  parties  are  anxiously 
awaiting  the  resolution  of  five  unfair  la¬ 
bor  practices  lawsuits  against  Nutraceu¬ 
tical  now  pending  before  the  National  La¬ 
bor  Relations  Board  (NLRB).  While  the 
company  maintains  that  the  store  was 


closed  for  renovations,  fired  employees 
contend  it  was  shuttered  in  order  to 
stymie  union-organizing  efforts. 

The  board  examiner  for  the  cases,  Lee 
Polony,  was  on  vacation  and  unreachable, 
but  NLRB  supervising  attorney  Olivia 
Garcia  told  the  Voice  on  Aug.  18  that  the 
investigation  is  still  ongoing.  “We’re  very 
close  to  coming  to  a  decision,”  she  said, 
predicting  it  would  come  “within  the  next 
month.” 

In  April,  at  Dufty’s  request.  Congress- 
woman  Nancy  Pelosi  sent  a  letter  to  the 
NLRB  asking  the  agency  to  render  a  de¬ 
cision  within  60  days.  Dufty  had  expected 
to  hear  something  by  mid-August,  but  a 
new  complaint  against  Nutraceutical, 
filed  in  June,  appears  to  have  delayed  the 
process. 

Dufty  fears  that  the  competing  need  for 
an  anchor  tenant  on  24th  Street  and  the 


desire  to  see  justice  for  the  workers  could 
“pit  merchants  against  neighbors." 

Dufty  told  the  Voice  earlier  this  year 
that  he  hoped  an  NLRB  decision  favor¬ 
able  to  the  ex-employees  could  "help  the 
neighborhood  avoid  a  fight”  over  the 
store’s  reopening. 

Ex-Employee  Told  No  Jobs  Available 

Kim  Rohrbach — a  fired  Real  Food  em¬ 
ployee  who  was  sympathetic  to,  but  not 
involved  in,  the  unionization  effort — said 
that  “at  the  very  least,  Nutraceutical 
should  adopt  a  position  of  union  neutral¬ 
ity  and  agree  not  to  interfere  with  future 
organizing  efforts.” 

She  and  others  also  want  the  company 
to  offer  jobs  to  the  terminated  workers  on 
a  preferential  basis,  and  to  pay  back 
wages  to  those  fired  unjustly. 

Nutraceutical  has  said  all  along  that 
employees  terminated  from  the  24th 
Street  store  were  welcome  to  apply  at  the 
company’s  other  locations.  Rohrbach  ap¬ 
plied  in  November  2003  and  again  in 
May  2004,  but  was  told  nothing  was 
available,  despite  the  fact  that  job  open¬ 
ings  were  posted  on  Craig’s  List. 
Rohrbach  said  that  as  far  as  she  knew, 
only  three  of  the  fired  employees — none 
of  whom  were  involved  in  the  union  cam¬ 
paign — had  been  hired  at  the  company’s 
other  local  stores. 

On  a  related  note,  the  Noe  Valley 
Farmers’  Market — which  grew  out  of  the 
need  for  a  local  source  of  organic  produce 
in  the  wake  of  Real  Food's  closure — “is 
in  the  final  stages  of  getting  the  permits” 
to  operate  permanently  at  its  current  lo¬ 
cation  in  the  Noe  Valley  Ministry  parking 
lot  on  24th  Street,  according  to  Paula 
Benton  of  the  Friends  of  the  Noe  Valley 
Farmers’  Market.  As  required  by  law,  a 
30-day  notice  was  posted  giving  anyone 
the  chance  to  request  a  discretionary  re¬ 
view,  but  no  one  did  so.  ■ 


THINGS  TO  DO  :  MAINTAIN  THE  GARDEN 
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Schedule  regular 
maintenance- 
don 't 

overplant! 


Find  •- 

your  OWn 
planting 

style. 


2  Use 

shrubs  and  woody 

perennials 
for  easy-care 
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backyards 

gardens  to  remember 

www.backyards.biz  415  642  5800 


Tara  Pro  Painting  Inc 


Interior /Exterior 
Commercial  /Residential 
C  Lie  #804649  , 

j^^^Bonded  &  Insured 

415.334.3277 


Hidden  Cottage  Bed  &  Breakfast 

1186  Noe  Street  *  415-282-4492 
www.hidden-cottage.com 


"...absurdly  charming ...” 
" ..stray ht-up  fabulous.” 

San  francisco  Magazine 


171  Lily  Street 
San  Francisco, 
CA  94102 
Lie. #546094 


Spark  Construction 

Full  Service  Since  1987 

•  Remodels  and  Additions  *  Garage  Conversions  ♦  Design  Services 

•  Foundations  /  Seismic  •  Insurance  Work  •  Kitchens  and  Battis 

•  Restorations  and  Dry  Rot  •  Decks  •  Excellent  References 

Call  for  a  consultation  today!  415-503-0055 


www.sparkconstruction.com 
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Grand  Opening 

Business 

Hours: 

M-F 

6am-8pm 

Sat-Sun 

7am-8pm 


It's  here  and  awaits  you! 
The  best  gourmet  coffees, 
teas  and  pastries  in  town. 
You're  invited  to  enjoy  a 

free  small  latte 

at  £ua  a  Jiwa  cafe 


lOne  per  customer  p^^^  ^ATrE 
- -  Per  **  Offer  ends  9/30/2004) 


1 300  Dolores  Street  •  Noe  Valley 

at  the  corner  of  Dolores  and  26th  Streets 


FREE  INTERNET  ACCESS 


Tel:  415.401.6444 
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Preview  our  Fall  Fashion  and  Comfort  Collection 

Shoes  for  Men ,  Women  and  Children 


Visit  our  Store  in  September 
and  receive  a  15%  Discount 
on  any  non-sale  item 


jlsai. 

(with  this  ad) 


3810  24th  Street 

at  Church  Street 

415.821.2528 

Open  7  Days 


Best  Choice  Realty 


1 679  Church  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  941 31 
(415)  648-7355 

www.helpusell.com/bestchoice 
email:  bestchoice@helpusell.com 

■» 

Never  pay  5-6%  to  sell  your  home  again! 
Save  with  a  set  fee  of  only  $9,950!* 

-  Save  thousands  with  a  better  way  to  sell  and  buy  real  estate 

-  No  Advance  Fee.  Payable  only  when  property  is  sold. 

-  Guaranteed  Weekly  Advertising 

-  Internet  Marketing  with  Virtual  Tours 

-  Licensed  Real  Estate  Professionals 

-  Full-Service  Brokerage 

-  Sellers,  Call  for  a  Free  Consultation  Today! 

-  Buyers,  Call  to  Hear  about  our  Current  Listings! 

*  Fee  may  vary  depending  on  property  value  and  total  services  provided. 


[  ST.  PAUL’S  * 
%  PRESENTS:  3 


Winter 


Masquerade  * 

1  ft  i  JL 


Seventh  Annual  Dinner  Dance  and  Auction 

To  Benefit  St.  Paul’s  Preservation  Fund 

Saturday,  Nov.  6,  2004,  6:00pm 
United  Irish  Cultural  Center 
2700  45th  Avenue  (at  Sloat),  San  Francisco 
Tickets:  $65 
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Bliss  Bar:  Where 
Everybody  Knows 
Your  Sweater  Size 

CONTINUED  FROM  PAGE  I 

Evening  Magazine. 

Pope  and  Barobs  have  put  up  a  web 
site,  www.sfchickswithsiicks.com,  on 
which  they  post  photos,  announcements, 
and  ideas  for  projects  beyond  the  standard 
scarf — such  as  a  poncho  or  a  hat.  They 
also  sell  tote  bags,  T-shirts,  and  even 
thong  underwear  embellished  with  their 
logo:  a  skein  and  knitting  needle-filled 
martini  glass  designed  by  member  Mary 
Ann  Cotter.  Membership  in  the  group  is 
free,  and  the  virtual  store’s  sales  pay  for 
the  web  site’s  upkeep. 

Since  the  knitting  sessions  are  so  pop¬ 
ular — anywhere  from  four  to  30  stitchers 
show  up  each  week — Bliss  Bar  owner 
Pierre  Letheule  has  given  the  group  a 
standing  reservation  for  the  Blue  Room 
on  Monday  nights.  It’s  tacitly  understood 
that  knitters  Will  buy  at  least  one  or  two 
drinks  for  the  privilege  of  casting  on 
among  friends. 

“We  thought  about  meeting  at  a  cafe, 
but  there  isn’t  one  in  the  neighborhood 
that’s  big  enough  to  accommodate  every¬ 
one  who  shows  up,”  says  Barobs.  (That 
may  change  when  a  new  knitting  empo¬ 
rium,  Noe  Knit,  opens  in  Colorcrane’s  old 
spot  on  24th  Street  this  fall.) 

For  some  members,  mixing  crafts  with 
mixed  drinks  is  a  plus.  Being  able  to  or¬ 
der  alcoholic  beverages  while  creating 
and  socializing  appeals  to  Betsy  Boyle,  a 
Cow  Hollow  artist  who  has  attended  three 
Chicks  with  Sticks  meetings  so  far. 

“Doing  crafts  can  be  isolating,  so  it’s 
great  to  have  this  unconditional  accep¬ 
tance  and  support  from  other  people  who, 


Gabbi  Pope,  one  of  the  founders  of  Chicks 
with  Sticks,  knits  and  purls  in  the  Blue  Room 
at  Bliss  Bar.  Photo  by  Maureen  McGeWgan 


like  me,  need  to  be  doing  something  with 
their  hands  constantly,”  Boyle  says.  “And 
Bliss  is  such  a  svelte  bar.” 

So  far,  the  only  hitch  has  been  lighting. 
The  web  site’s  FAQ  page  suggests  bring¬ 
ing  light-colored  yam  because  it’s  easier 
to  see  in  the  dark  bar.  Boyle  concurs — she 
has  taken  to  wearing  a  camping  headlamp 
while  knitting  there  and  says  another 
member  has  brought  her  own  desk  lamp 
to  shed  light  on  her  work.  ■ 

Chicks  with  Sticks  meets  every  Monday 
night  at  6:30  p.m.  at  Bliss  Bar,  4026  24th 
Street.  For  more  information,  visit 
www.sfcljickswithsticks.com. 


^dMEN’S  HEALTH  GROUP 

l  0  Minutes  from  Noe  Valley 

Now  offering  laser  hair  removal  on  all  skin  types 

An  initial  consultation  is  only  $40 

This  fee  will  be  deducted  from  the  cost  of  your  first  treatment 

Hair  Removal  per  treatment: 

Upper  Lip  $100 
Bikini  $200 
Face  Package  $200 
Lower  Legs  $400 

Beatrice  Burke,  MJD.  •  Katie  Shapiro,  M.D. 

Gynecology,  Infertility,  Obstetrics 

650-756-4663 

1850  Sullivan  Avenue,  Suite  312  Daly  City,  CA  94015 


/Alice's 

RESTAURANT 

Hunan  and  Mandarin  Style 

The  Finest  in  Chinese  Cuisine!  •  Take-out  Available 
WE  USE  NO  MSG 

1599  Sanchez  Street  (at  29th  Street)  in  Noe  Valley 
415-282-8999  •  www.alicesrestaurant.citysearch.com 

<3> 

Lunch  and  Dinner:  Monday  -  Thursday  11  a.m.  -  9:15  p.m. 
Friday  and  Saturday  11  a.m.  -  10  p.m.  •  Sunday  12  noon  -  9:15  p.m. 


Real  Estate  for  Today 


Thinking  of  Selling 
or  Buying  a  home? 
Let  a  neighbor  help. 


Call 

James  Haywood 

415.282.7818 

Noe  Valley  resident  and  home  owner 


M 


Manduca  Group 

Real  Estate  for  Today 

San  Francisco  /  Palm  Springs 
www.manducagroup  com 


1. 


ATTENTION  lailltll  S  &  HALS 


fOhe  QtopP^vt?  Shop 


HALLOSCREAm 

2004 

Gverytbing  you  need  to  make 
your  ghoulish  rrigbt 
complete! 

Blood-curdling  masks, 
^spectacular  makeup,  fantastic  children's  and 
adult  costumes,  and  great  accessories,  too! 


Halloween  me*chand«se  fhjs  adt 


Sn  come  see  us  at  (lie 

for  all  pour  ftalloween  needs... 

and  we  will  beat  any  price  in  town! 

Halloween  hours  begin  October  1: 

II  -  8  and  beyond,  Monday  -  Friday 
10  -  8  and  more,  Saturday  and  Sunday 

tfle  want  to  make  your  ballowcen  speciall 

1600  Cburcb  Street  at  28th 

415-824-0414 
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HDTV,  HIGH-SPEED  INTERNET  AND 
MORE  VIEWING  CHOICES  THAN  EVER, 
NOW  AVAILABLE  IN  NOE  VALLEY. 


(comcast 
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On  the  Noe  Valley 
Campaign  Trail 

CONTINUED  FROM  PAGE  1 

come  to  an  oasis  of  traditional  values  in 
a  desert  of  left-wing  liberal  loonies  (par¬ 
don  the  redundancy).”  Another  an¬ 
nounces,  “English  spoken  here.” 

Dog  Spoken  Here 

Down  at  the  comer  of  Church  and  Ce¬ 
sar  Chavez  streets,  the  folks  at  Noe  Val¬ 
ley  Pet  Company  have  an  innovative  way 
for  dogs  and  their  owners  to  share  their 
views.  Customers  are  panting  for  their 
pro-Kerry  dog  T-shirts,  printed  with  the 
words  “Democratic  Dogs  Vote  John 
Kerry  for  President.” 

“They’re  doing  really,  really  well. 
We’re  selling  two  a  day,”  says  Pet  Com¬ 
pany  co-owner  Celia  Sack.  A  portion  of 
the  sale  of  each  $25  shirt  goes  to  the  Kerry 
campaign.  “A  few  people  have  gotten 
them  to  send  to  dogs  in  swing  states.  One 
person  bought  one  for  a  dog  in  Texas.” 

Of  course,  a  few  customers  ask  why 
pro-Bush  shirts  aren’t  available.  “I  say,  if 
you  want  to  pay  rent  for  the  window,  then 
you  can  have  the  Bush  T-shirts,”  Sack 
laughs. 

Rock  the  Vote 


Bevan  Dufty.  In  addition,  members  of  the 
club  sponsored  a  Bash  Bush  party  at  Le 
Zinc  cafe  and  a  Kocktails  for  Kerry  soiree 
at  the  Valley  Tavern  bar. 

If  you’ve  been  stopped  by  a  stranger  on 
24th  Street  lately,  chances  are  good  it  was 
a  Noe  Valley  Demo  hoping  to  register  you 
as  a  voter.  Now  that  their  official 
fundraising  period  for  the  Kerry  Cam¬ 
paign  has  passed,  members  of  the  local 
club  are  joining  with  the  San  Francisco 
Democratic  County  Central  Committee 
(DCCC)  to  help  with  voter  registration. 

Says  DCCC  member  Scott  Weiner, 
who  lives  just  outside  Noe  Valley  at  19th 
and  Collingwood  streets  and  has  helped 
organize  the  24th  Street  registrations, 
“We’ve  had  a  really  good  response.” 

His  organization  set  out  to  register 
10,000  Democratic  voters  in  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  for  the  election,  and  passed  the 
5,000  mark  in  July.  “This  has  been  our 
most  successful  voter  registration  year  in 
recent  memory,”  Weiner  says. 

And  since  the  presidential  election 
largely  rests  on  the  votes  of  “swing” 
states,  where  it’s  not  clear  which  candi¬ 
date  will  prevail,  the  Noe  Valley  Demo¬ 
cratic  Club  is  helping  out  with  phone 
banking.  Some  members  are  even  driving 
to  Nevada,  a  swing  state,  to  promote 
Kerry  and  to  register  voters. 

He’s  No  Ronald  Reagan 


While  some  stock  their  shelves  with 
goodies  from  local  stores,  others  have 
raised  funds  for  Kerry  over  the  summer 
and  are  now  taking  to  the  streets — in¬ 
cluding  the  highways. 

Members  of  the  Noe  Valley  Democra¬ 
tic  Club  raised  $20,000  for  the  Kerry 
Campaign  through  “house  parties,”  those 
held  in  private  homes,  says  Club  Presi¬ 
dent  Rafael  Mandelman.  Mandelman 
also  notes  that  24th  Street’s  Bliss  Bar 
hosted  a  “really  successful”  fundraiser, 
which  included  a  visit  from  Supervisor 


When  asked  if  he’s  campaigning  for 
Bush,  Republican  Aleo  says,  "I  don’t  do 
any  of  that  crap.  It’s  just  the  ‘Looney  Val¬ 
ley’  people  who  do  that.  They  fall  for  that 
stuff.  The  Kerry  lovers  do  that  because 
they  have  to.” 

In  Aleo’s  opinion,  Bush’s  election  is  a 
sure  thing,  and  he  feels  that  the  Bush- 
Cheney  sign  in  the  window  of  his  store¬ 
front  office  is  sufficient  activism. 

Plus,  while  Aleo  says  he  will  certainly 
vote  Republican  in  the  election,  he’s  not 
Bush’s  biggest  fan.  “He’s  no  Ronald  Rea¬ 


Noe  Valley's  Favorite  Japanese  Restaurant  •  Since  1975 

Oldest  Sushi  Bar  in  San  Francisco 


Matsuya 


Serving  Sushi,  Teriyaki,  Donburi  Casserole,  Japanese  Beer  and  Wine 


Chef's  Choice  of  Sushi 


Open  5  to  10  Monday  through  Saturday 
3856  24th  Street  •  between  Sanchez  and  Vicksburg  •  415-282-7989 


www.episodesalon.com 


c/)tso(/c 

Salon  &  Spa 


We  Use 

Vidal  Sassoon  Techniques 

Specializing  in  Japanese 
Thermal  Reconditioning  and 


Highlights  &  Lowlights 


415.641.1138 

1360  Church  St. 
between  Clipper  and  26th  St. 

Open  6  days  a  week  - 
closed  Monday 


r 


Mention  this  Ad 
for  20%  Off  All  Services 
New  Clients  Only 


i 


gan,  let’s  put  it  that  way,”  he  says.  “But 
he’s  much  more  qualified  than  Kerry  to 
lead  this  country.” 

Green  Party  member  Medea  Benjamin, 
who  owns  Global  Exchange  at  4018  24th 
Street,  is  working  to  defeat  Bush  in  swing 
states,  but  says  her  store  can’t  carry  any 
partisan  items  because  it’s  a  non-profit. 

“We  are  doing  voter  registration 
through  our  stores,”  Benjamin  says.  As 
she  spoke,  she  pointed  out  her  T-shirt  em¬ 
blazoned  with  “November  2,”  which  is 
currently  on  sale  at  Global  Exchange. 

How  to  Get  Involved 

Local  political  parties  welcome  volun¬ 
teers.  To  attend  a  meeting  of  the  Noe  Val¬ 


ley  Democratic  Club  or  link  up  with  the 
DCCC,  e-mail  Rafael  Mandelman  at 
rafaelniandelmanCa.yahoo.com.  call  him 
at  648-4010,  or  visit  sfdemocrals.org. 

To  find  out  more  about  the  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  Green  Party,  visit  www.sfgreen- 
party.org  or  call  701-7090.  Interested  in 
the  San  Francisco  GOP?  Look  up  the  Re¬ 
pubs’  web  site  at  www.sfgop.org,  or 
phone  989-1259.  ■ 
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rofessional  corporation 

resentation  that  means  business 


Confidential  Home,  Office  or  Telephone  Consultation 

Contracts  •  Business  Transactions  •  Litigation  •  Real  Estate 
Intellectual  Property  •  Business  Formation  •  Labor  Law 
Corporate  Governance  •  Wills  and  Trusts 


Come  sail  the  pristine  waters  of  Tahiti  on  the  ultra-luxury  320-guest 
Paul  Gauguin,  from  Radisson  Seven  Seas,  rated  the  “World’s  *  1 
Cruise  Ship”  and  the  “World’s  Best  Small-Ship  Cruise  Line”  by  readers  of 
Conde  Nast  Traveler  magazine  in  2 003.  Weekly  departures  visit  Tahiti,  Raiatea, 
Tahaafor  our  own  private  island  Motu  Mahana,  Bora  Bora,  and  Moorea.  Discover  the  best 
value  in  luxury  cruising  where  gratuities,  fine  wine  with  lunch  and  dinner,  watersports,  soft 
drinks,  and  in-stateroom  bar  setup  are  always  included.  Special  fares  start  at  $3,  >45-  Now, 
for  a  limited  time,  FREE  R0UNDTR1P  AIRFARE  is  offered  on  select  sailings  through  August. 


COME  IN  AND  SAY  HELLO  TO  FIND  OUT  ABOUT 
CRUISING  AND  TAHITI 

Contact  Ellen, 
our  Tahiti  Specialist 


Value  Vacation 


VALUE  VACATION  LLC 
3901  23rd  Street  •  San  Francisco 

415-824-2550 


Fare*  are  per  person.  double  occupancy,  cruise  only,  based  on  minimum  category  F  and  subject  to  availability.  Port  handling  secuntv 
charges  of  $207  additional.  On  free  air  dates,  free  roundtnp  air  o  offered  from  RSSCs  8b  air  gateways  in  economy  dnss. 
Airfare  on  non-free  air  dates  is  $379  to  $599  additional,  depending  on  gateway  Resina  ions  apply  Ships  regutr*  Bahamas 


Credit  Card  and  Payment  Plans  Available 
Day,  Evening  and  Weekend  Appointments 

Tel:  415-399-0993  Lax:  415-399-0994 
220  Montgomery  Street,  Suite  560,  San  Francisco,  CA  94104 
www.palladianlawgroup.com 


Closer  than  you  imagined.  More  than  you  dreamed. 


EESE  •  WINE  •  FRESH  BREAD  •  LASAGNE  •  CANOLLIS  •  DESSERTS 


1 2  The  Noe  Valley  Voice  •  September  2004 


MARKET  •  DELI  •  CATERING  •  FRESH  PRODUCE  •  MEATS 


Honors0;; 

o"heTOPIe 
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re< 


in 

by 


Our 

r  ^Ouse-Smoked  \ 
So/mon  was  named' 
°ne  of  the  "USBesP 
Things  to  Eat"  by 
San  Francisco 
Magazine 


Farm  Direct  Organic  Produce 
Niman  Ranch  Natural  Meats 
Fresh  Seafood 
Rosie's  Organic  Chickens 
Straus  Family  Dairy  Products 
Housemade  Prepared  Foods 
Artisan  Breads 
Great  Wines  and  Cheese 


Locally  inspired  baskets 
and  culinary  gifts 


3639  -  1 8TH  STREET  (btwn  Guerrero  &  Dolores)  •  SAN  FRANCISCO  •  (415)  241-9760 


GOURMET  MEALS  •  SALADS  •  FRESH  PASTA  • 


GOURMET 


TAKE  OUT 


'The  best  kept  secret  in  San  Francisco 
is  right  here  in  Noe  Valley!" 


•  •  • 


FREE  FRESH  PASTA! 


BUY  ONE 

HOME-MADE 
PASTA  SAUCE 

Tomato  Basil 
Bolognese 
Alfredo 

Porcini  Mushroom 
Roasted  Garlic  &  Mushroom 
Cajun  Crayfish 
Basil  Pesto 
Cilantro  Pesto 
Melanzane  Pesto 
Romesco  Pfesto 
Roasted  Red  Pepper  Pesto 


GET  FREE 

FRESH  PASTA 
FOR  TWO! 

CUT  TO  ORDER 
Papardelle 
Fettuccine 
Linguine 
Angel  Hair 

FLAVORS 

Egg 

Spinach 

Herb 

Black  Pepper 
Lemon 
Eggless 

Red  Bell  Pepper 


741  Diamond  Street  at  24th 
415-282-0738 

Please  present  this  coupon  at  time  of  purchase.  Offer  valid  Sept.  1  through  Sept.  31 


HOMEMADE  SOUPS  •  RAVIOLI  •  GELATO  • 


Bienvenidos 

Welcome 


El  Arte  de  la  Cocina  Maya 

(The  Art  of  Mayan  Cuisine) 

"One  of  the  most  exciting  new  restaurants 
to  open  in  years!" 

The  San  Francisco  Examiner 

Serving  the  finest  dishes  from  the 
Yucatan  Peninsula 

-  Featuring  - 


I 


POC-CHUC: 

Charbroiled  pork  marinated  in  Yucatecan  spices 
POLLO  A  LA  PARILLA: 

Grilled  marinated  chicken  with  orange  cilantro  salsa 

Also  Serving  Vegetable  Plates 

Try  our  Saturday  and  Sunday  Specials 

POZOLE: 

Traditional  Mexican  Stew 
PUCHERO  YUCATECO: 

Chicken,  pork,  beef  and  vegetables  with  pickled  red  raddish 


4042  24th  Street 
between  Castro  &  Noe 
415-826-3942 


401  Valencia  Street 
at  1 5th  Street 
415-861-4935 


Open  7  Days 

Monday-Saturday  11  a.m-11  p.m. 
Sunday  11  a.m.-IO  p.m. 
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Otis  and  Ray 
Say:  Meet  Us 
at  Tully’s 

By  Heidi  Anderson 

Noe  Valley  has  its  own  cast  of 
Friends — a  group  of  folks  who  meet 
at  a  coffeehouse  every  day  to  mull  over 
what’s  wrong  with  the  world,  josh  each 
other  about  stuff  that  happened  years  ago, 
and  ponder  the  bigger  questions  of  life. 

But  unlike  the  stars  on  the  popular  TV 
series  (which  is  now  in  reruns),  the  gang 
at  Tully’s  doesn’t  get  paid  $1  million  a 
week,  and  the  folks  sitting  around  the 
three  small  tables  clustered  in  the  bay 
window  are  almost  all  over  70. 

The  main  characters  are  Ray  del  Por¬ 
tillo,  78,  and  his  friend  Otis,  who  gives 
his  age  as  “about  75”  and  his  last  name  as 
“Starbuck,”  after  the  coffee-swilling  char¬ 
acter  in  Moby  Dick. 

“We  meet  up  here  to  talk  about  our 
world,"  Ray  says.  “It’s  full  of  $800,000 
fixer-uppers,  and  our  kids  are  all  over  the 
globe.” 

And  they’ve  been  doing  it  for  more 
than  20  years  now,  holding  forth  for  at 
least  10  of  those  at  Tully’s  on  24th  Street. 
Why? 

“I  dunno,”  Otis  says.  “Ray’s  the  one 
who  keeps  calling  us  to  meet  for  coffee 
all  the  time.” 

The  half-dozen  coffee-klatchers  are 
mostly  older  men,  though  a  woman 
sneaks  in  here  and  there,  along  with  some 
younger  sippers.  What  they  have  in  com¬ 
mon:  They  all  live  in  the  neighborhood, 
and  they  usually  show  up  without  read¬ 
ing  material,  expecting  instead  to  chat 
away  the  morning  hours. 

Politics,  Poets  &  Percy  Dovetonsils 

Meeting  on  a  recent  sunny  Saturday, 
the  group's  conversation  meanders  from 
the  political — there  are  alternate  recita¬ 
tions  of  Network  character  Howard 
Beale’s  famous  movie  line  “I’m  as  mad 
as  liell  and  I’m  not  going  to  take  this  any¬ 
more!” — and  then  drifts  to  the  poetry  of 
Dylan  Thomas,  which,  strangely  enough, 
sparks  memories  of  TV  comedian  Ernie 
Kovacs’  lisping  poet  "Percy  Doveton¬ 
sils,”  and  then  suddenly  one  of  the  con¬ 
versationalists  is  holding  forth  about 
baseball  being  a  game  of  infinity. 

Then,  inexplicably,  everyone  is  talking 
about  communism. 

Gab  like  this  needs  fuel.  Everybody 
takes  turns  at  the  counter,  and  a  wider  cir¬ 
cle  of  neighbors — associate  members,  if 
you  will — put  in  their  two  cents  as  they 
stop  in  for  lattes.  Some  of  the  conversa¬ 
tions  break  off  and  swirl  to  the  side.  The 
line  at  Tully’s  on  a  Saturday  morning  can 
stretch  out  the  door,  and  those  in  line  to¬ 
day  get  an  earful  of  this  cheerful,  chatty 
bunch. 

“Russia  now  has  the  highest  number  of 
millionaires  in  the  world,"  Otis  says. 
From  there,  the  facts  and  figures  of  this 
new  hypothesis  are  hashed  out  with  the 
wit  and  sly  cynicism  of  a  group  whose 
collective  years  on  this  earth  total,  oh, 
about  400. 

If  you  want  to  participate,  it’s  a  good 
idea  to  drink  lots  of  coffee  and  pay  close 
attention  or  you  might  find  yourself  hope¬ 
lessly  adrift  and  unable  to  keep  up  your 
end  of  the  conversation. 

Ah  Yes,  I  Remember  It  Well 

Ray  and  Otis  trace  their  ties  back  to 
1938.  That’s  when  two  sixth-grade  boys 
met  at  Everett  Middle  School  and  struck 
up  a  friendship.  It  lasted  through  high 
school,  even  though  one  went  to  Lowell 
High  and  the  other  to  Polytechnic.  They 
were  on  opposing  track  teams  but  met  up 
at  parties  after  meets. 


Childhood  friends  Otis  “Starbuck"  (left)  and  Ray  del  Portillo  have  been  hanging  out  at  Tully’s  with  friends  like  Jack  Freeman  (right)  for  more 
than  two  decades.  phot°  bY  Pamela  Gerard 


That’s  what  Ray  says,  anyway.  He  and 
Otis  don’t  always  agree  about  their  history. 

“No,  it  was  at  least  1 940,”  Otis  says. 

But  they  both  remember  hanging  out  at 
the  Clay  Theater  with  friends,  and  eating 
burgers  at  Wimpy’s  afterward. 

“Ray  was  always  the  one  lecturing  us 
not  to  get  into  trouble,  but  he  was  the  one 
who  got  busted!”  says  Otis.  “We  pulled  a 
little  prank  one  night,  and  Ray  was  the  one 
the  cops  caught  going  over  the  fence!” 

Ray  jumps  in.  “No,  no,  no!  What  hap¬ 
pened  was,  well,  it  was  one  of  those 
nights,  you  know,  and  Otie  thought  it 
would  be  funny  to  take  a  case  of  Sunshine 
Pies.  We  were  walking  down  Baker  Street 
with  it,  and  the  police  saw  us,”  remem¬ 
bers  Ray.  “We  knew  Otie’s  father  would 
give  him  hell,  so  we  let  him  get  away.” 

Ray  says  he  and  his  fellow  youthful  of¬ 
fenders  were  taken  to  the  Stanyan  Street 
police  station,  given  a  wink  and  a  stem 
warning,  then  driven  home  to  waiting 
parents. 

Ray  pauses  and  then  asks,  “What 
fence?” 

Reunion  Outside  Little  Bell 

Ray  and  Otis  graduated  high  school 
without  further  dustups,  or  so  they  both 
say,  but  went  their  separate  ways. 

“We  totally  lost  track  of  each  other,” 
they  agree. 

Otis  signed  up  for  the  Merchant  Ma¬ 
rine  and  worked  the  last  months  of  World 
War  II  in  the  Pacific  Theater.  Meanwhile, 
Ray  stayed  in  town. 

“I  got  my  degree  at  USF,  and  did  grad- 

@UIT 

SMART 

Stop  smoking 
in  three  sessions. 

Individuals  •  Couples  •  Groups 

22  years  experience 
Noe  Valley  Office 
Lori  Feldman,  LCSW 
415.285.9770 

Psychotherapy  also  offered  for 
anxiety,  stress,  depression 
and  communication  issues. 


uate  work  at  University  of  California,”  he 
says„“I  taught  English,  Latin,  and  Spanish 
up  until  ’68.  Then  I  went  into  administra¬ 
tion — curriculum  writing,  stuff  like  that.” 

Otis  stayed  on  after  V-J  Day  as  a  Mer¬ 
chant  Marine  and  split  his  time  between 
the  sea  and  seasonal  construction  work 
on  land. 

“Back  then,”  Otis  remembers,  “the  sea 
was  not  a  good  life  for  a  married  man — 
I  had  a  wife  and  kids.  You  were  gone  too 
long,  and  the  pay  was  not  too  good,  so  you 
did  construction  half  the  time.” 

By  the  early  1980s,  Ray  had  retired 
from  academic  life.  Now  married  to  his 
wife  Carlota,  Ray  opened  an  office  to  help 
Latino  and  Irish  immigrants  seeking 
amnesty. 

“That’s  about  the  time  1  bumped  into 
Otie,”  Ray  says,  recalling  the  day  he  and 
his  old  buddy  crossed  paths  outside  Lit¬ 
tle  Bell  Market,  which  then  occupied 
Walgreen’s  spot  on  Castro  Street. 

Otis,  who  by  that  time  was  no  longer 
married  and  had  retired  from  the  service, 
remembers  only  that  he  didn’t  recognize 
Ray  at  first. 

All  the  same,  they  discovered  they 
were  living  in  the  same  neighborhood, 
and  said  the  neighborly  thing:  they  should 
get  together  for  coffee. 

Your  Cell  Phone’s  Ringing 

After  meeting  for  several  years  at  other 
local  coffee  shops,  they  eventually  started 
going  to  the  Spinelli  Coffee  Co.,  which 
opened  in  1986.  (Spinelli’s  was  bought 
out  by  the  Tully’s  chain  in  1998.)  Since 


then,  various  friends  of  Otis  and  Ray,  and 
naturally  some  Tully’s  regulars,  have 
been  adopted  into  the  group. 

“I’d  say  we  meet  here  three  or  four 
times  a  week,”  says  Ray.  “Sometimes  I’ll 
be  taking  a  trip  up  to  the  country  for  one 
reason  or  another,  my  cell  phone  will  ring, 
and  it’s  one  of  these  guys  here  asking, 
‘Hey,  why  aren’t  you  down  here  today?”’ 

Otis  sees  it  another  way. 

“It’s  Ray  who  puts  Tully’s  into  his 
morning  routine.  He’s  got  a  wife  and 
eight  grown  kids  and  13  grandkids.  If  he 
hangs  out  with  us  too  long,”  Otis  chuck¬ 
les,  “his  cell  phone  will  start  ringing!” 

Back  Stories  Welcome 

On  this  particular  Saturday,  Otis  is  the 
one  who  says  it's  time  for  him  to  go — he’s 
got  to  get  some  exercise. 

“You  know,  you  can’t  sit  around  telling 
old  lies  to  each  other  all  day!”  he  says. 

But  no  one  seems  eager  to  leave  the 
comfort  of  the  bay  window  and  the  long, 
colorful  conversation — least  of  all,  Otis. 

He  says  he’s  started  a  new  greeting  for 
friends  as  they  enter  the  coffeehouse. 

“One  of  our  friends  came  in  with  a 
black  eye.  Turns  out  she  bent  over  and 
something  in  her  back  went  out,  and  she 
fell  and  banged  her  nose.” 

Otis  says  it’s  the  best  black-eye  story 
he's  ever  heard. 

“Then  Jack,  who’s  an  artist,  went  to 
France  this  summer  to  paint.  But  sprained 
his  back  and  had  to  come  home  early.” 

It  dawned  on  Otis  that  it  seems  every¬ 
one  has  a  back  story  to  tell  nowadays. 

“Get  it?  Back  story’? 

“So  I  think,  instead  of  saying,  ’Hey,’ 
like  everybody  does  when  they  come  in, 
we  should  say,  ‘How’s  your  back?’  or 
'Watch  your  back!”’ 

Meantime,  the  sunny  morning  has  be¬ 
come  early  afternoon.  The  group  has 
dwindled  down  to  three — Ray,  Otis,  and 
their  frifcnd  Mark.  When  someone  asks 
where  everybody  went,  Mark  waves  his 
hand  dismissively. 

“They’ll  be  back,”  he  says.  ■ 
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YOUR  NEIGHBORHOOD  RESTAURANT 


SERVING  BREAKFAST,  LUNCH  AND  DINNER.  MENU  AVAILABLE  ALL  DAY 
SEASONAL  LUNCH  AND  DINNER  SPECIALS 

@  @  @  @  @ 

CREPES,  OMELETTES,  INCREDIBLE  SALADS,  SANDWICHES, 

HOMEMADE  FRENCH  TOAST  AND  BUCKWHEAT  PANCAKES 
CHILDREN’S  MENU  AVAILABLE 

@  @  @  @ 

ENJOY  BREAKFAST,  BRUNCH,  LUNCH  OR  DINNER 
ON  OUR  BEAUTIFUL  LANDSCAPED  PATIO 

SEATING  OVER  90 

OPEN  7  DAYS:  8:00  A.M.  / 10:00  P.M.  SUNDAY  —  THURSDAY  •  8:00  A.M.  /  10:00  P.M.  FRIDAY  AND  SATURDAY 

3913  24TH  STREET  (NEAR  SANCHEZ)  •  415-282-0344 


Dolores  Place 

Bed  &  Breakfast 

25th  Street  between  Dolores  and  Church 
Private  Entrance  •  Private  Bathroom  •  Kitchenette 

(415)  824-8728 

A  place  for  your  visiting  friends  and  relatives 
that's  close  to  you.  Walk  to  24th  Street! 

Visit  us  on  the  web  at:  www.doloresplace.com 


European  chic. 

For  today’s 

urbtu  lifestyles. 

* 

Street,  sanfrancisco  415-641! 
vine  street.  berkelet^ffiO-540-555 
e  street,  davis  530-73 
7  j  street,  $acramento^B£-448-71| 


Ijp; 

www.blissbarsf.com 


BLISS  BAH. 

A  neighborhood  cocktail  lounge 

4026  24th  St.  g 
3  415-826-6200 

OPEN  7  DAYS  A  WEEK 


A  heartfelt 
thanks  to  all  out- 
customers 


It  is  always 
a  pleasure 
to  serve  you 


i  m 


VISA 


Where  quality  and  service  are  the  difference 
Serving  Fine 

Italian  Cuisine 

In  Our  Dining  Room 

or  FREE  Fast  Delivery  to  your  Home,  Business  or  Hotel 
Call  ahead  for  Pickup: 

415.647.1664  •  fax  415.647.1683 

3898  24th  Street  (at  Sanchez)  •  San  Francisco 
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The  4400  Are  Going.  After  the  USA  Network  stenciled  “THE  4400  ARE  COMING”  on  sidewalks  all  over  the  city  this  summer  to  promote  a  new  science-fiction  series, 
Supervisor  Bevan  Dufty  went  ballistic  and  introduced  a  resolution  seeking  damages  from  NBC  Universal,  the  network’s  parent  company.  Meanwhile,  the  Department  of 
Public  Works,  responding  to  dozens  of  calls  from  irate  earthlings,  dispatched  crews  to  scour  off  the  alien  graffiti.  NBC  promised  to  clean  off  the  rest.  If  you  spot  a  foreign 
specimen,  like  this  one  at  Vicksburg  and  Jersey  streets,  don’t  panic;  alert  the  San  Francisco  graffiti  hotline  at  28-CLEAN  (282-5326).  Photo  by  Pamela  Gerard 


The  Secrets  of  Beauty 

Pattie  Gerrie, 

an  accomplished  Esthetician 
in  European  Esthetic  Arts,  creates 
individual  clinical  treatments 
for  your  skin. 

•  problem  skin  •  acne  /  rosacea 

•  anti-aging  •  ultrasound  and  myotonology 

•  all  natural  skin  products 

Noe  Valley 

Call  for  a  FREE  30  minute  phone  consultation 

415.285.4868 


Skin  Care  Forever 

Pattie  Gerrie,  Esthetician 


RIGPA 

Finding  Peace 


Discover  the  Wisdom  of 
Meditation  &  Compassion 

Riqpa  San  Francisco  Center  offers 
introductory  classes  in  meditation  and 
compassion  under  the  guidance  of 
Soqyal  Rinpoche,  author  of  The  Tibetan 
Book  of  Living  and  Dylnq. 

NEWCOMERS  WELCOME 


FOR  INFORMATION 

www.riqpabayarea.org 

(415)  777-0052 
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HOME 


Is  a  Reverse  Mortgage  Right  for  You? 

San  Francisco.  A  unique  and  picturesque  city;  the  envy  of  the  world.  Well,  except 
possibly  for  what  it  costs  to  live  here.  In  the  10  years  between  1980  and  1990,  San 
Francisco  saw  a  64%  rise  in  the  cost  of  living  index.  Housing  prices  continue  to 
accelerate  reaching  ever  increasing  peaks.  Homeowners  such  as  you,  who  purchased 
property  more  than  25  years  ago,  have  realized  significant  increases  in  equity. 

How  can  you  turn  your  equity  into  tax-free  income  and  curb  the  cost  of  living  in 
this  wonderful  city? 


Consider  a  reverse  mortgage. 


Lisa  Thompson 
415-701-2605 


PARAGON 


A  L  ESTATE  O  A 


What  is  a  reverse 
mortgage? 

A  loan  against  your  home  that 
requires  no  repayment  as  long 
as  you  live  in  it.  You  must  own 
your  own  home  as  a  principal 
residence  and  generally  all  of 
the  owners  must  be  at  least  62 
years  of  age. 

How  much  money  can  I 
receive  and  how  am  I 
paid? 

The  amount  of  money  you  can 
take  out  depends  on  the  pro¬ 


gram  you  select  and  -  within 
each  program  -  on  your  age, 
home  and  current  interest 
rates.  You  can  receive  a  lump 
sum  at  closing,  a  credit-line 
account  allowing  cash 
advances,  monthly  cash 
advances  for  a  specific  number 
of  years,  or  a  combination  of 
these  three. 

When  do  I  pay  the 
money  back? 

A  reverse  mortgage  gets  paid 
back  in  one  of  three  ways: 
through  the  sale  of  the 


property,  when  the  last  surviv¬ 
ing  borrower  dies,  or  when  the 
borrower(s)  permanently 
moves  away.  "Permanently" 
means  you  have  not  lived  in 
your  home  for  12  months  in 
a  row. 

How  do  I  know  if  a 
reverse  mortgage  is 
right  for  me? 

A  reverse  mortgage  might  not 
be  practical  or  cost-effective  for 
your  situation.  Before  making 
any  kind  of  commitment,  it  is 
advisable  to  consult  with  your 


financial  advisor,  tax  account¬ 
ant  or  both.  For  more  general 
information  about  the  pros  and 
cons  of  reverse  mortgages,  I 
welcome  you  to  order  my 
Reverse  Mortgage  Information 
Packet,  at  no  cost,  by  calling 
me  at 

415-701-2605. 


Order  our 
complimentary 
Home  Owners  Guide 
to  Renovation 


David  and  Lisa  are  your  neighborhood  contacts 

for  Real  Estate  and  Architectural  needs  -  because  there's  more  to  home  ownership 

than  buying  and  selling  property. 


Lisa  Thompson 

Realtor  •  Paragon  Real  Estate  Group 
415.701.2605  Direct  Line 
lthompson@paragon-re.com  •  www.lisathompsonhomes.com 


David  Thompson 

Thompson  Studio  Architects 
415.550.3080  Direct  Line 
david@thompsonstudio.com 


— 


we  are  as,  meticulous  as  you  are! 


iiaicy  mis 


Pal  luting 


Woman-owned  §  operated 
Tij-  years'  experience 
Interior  exterior  expert  palntlny 
Color  consultations 
Lead  education  and  detection 
Licensed  and  Insured 

415-864-7400 


Let  Me  Finance 
Your  Dream 

Tina  Leonardi 

Mortgage  Consultant 


n 

iai 


GUARANTEE 

MORTGAGE 


Direct  415.345.4343 

Cell  415.244.6038 

Email  loans@tinaleonardi.com 

•  Professionalism 

•  Service 

•  Integrity 
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The  Cost  of 
Living  in  Noe 


Quick,  Grab  It  Before 
the  Rates  Go  Up 

By  Corrie  M .  Anders 

Fears  that  the  era  of  bargain-basement 
mortgage  rates  might  be  over  helped 
set  off  a  homebuying  spree  in  Noe  Valley 
this  summer. 

Buyers  closed  escrow  on  three  dozen 
houses  during  June  and  July,  10  more 
than  during  the  same  period  one  year  ago. 

Condominium  buyers  closed  on  17 
units,  six  more  than  they  purchased  dur¬ 
ing  the  two  summer  months  in  2003,  ac¬ 
cording  to  sales  data  Zephyr  Real  Estate 
provides  monthly  to  the  Voice. 

The  strong  sales  activity  also  extended 
to  small  apartment  buildings,  a  favorite  of 
tenancies-in-common  (TIC)  buyers.  Fif¬ 
teen  two-  to  four-unit  buildings  exchanged 
hands  in  June  and  July,  compared  to  just 
six  a  year  earlier. 

The  lowest  mortgage  interest  rates  in 
four  decades  have  been  the  driving  force 
behind  Noe  Valley’s  blistering  real  estate 


market  over  the  past  two  years.  But  in¬ 
terest  rates  have  started  to  increase  re¬ 
cently-making  it  more  expensive  for  peo¬ 
ple  to  buy  homes. 

“When  interest  rates  start  to  rise,  peo¬ 
ple  are  concerned  they  will  end  up  with 
unaffordable  rates,”  said  Randall  Kostick, 
sales  manager  at  Zephyr’s  24th  Street  of¬ 
fice.  “People  on  the  |home-buyingJ  fence 
are  saying.  I’d  better  get  off  and  buy  be¬ 
fore  interest  rates  go  up  and  I  can’t  afford 
it,”  Kostick  said. 

The  number  of  fence  jumpers  was 
higher  than  the  inventory  of  homes  for 
sale.  That  sparked  bidding  wars,  which 
pushed  the  cost  of  homes  an  average  10 
percent  above  the  original  asking  price. 

Seventeen  homes  sold  for  $  1  million  or 
more  during  June  and  July.  The  most  ex¬ 
pensive,  which  sold  in  June  for  just  under 
$2  million,  was  a  four-bedroom,  three- 
bath  home  in  the  700  block  of  27th  Street. 

The  sale  of  a  five-year-old  condo  with 
a  panoramic  view  also  carried  an  impres¬ 
sive  price  tag.  The  three-bedroom,  272- 
bath  unit  in  the  1300  block  of  Noe  Street 
sold  in  July  for  $1,115,  000. 

Rents  May  Have  Hit  Bottom 

On  the  apartment  scene,  there  was 
good  news  and  bad  news  for  renters  dur¬ 
ing  the  second  quarter  of  this  year  (April 
through  June  2004). 

A  Noe  Valley  studio  cost  an  average 


Noe  Valley  Rents* 

Apartment  Size 

Average  Rents 
(April-June  2004) 

Average  Rents  a  Year  Ago 
(April-June  2003) 

%  Increase  (+) 
or  Decrease  (-) 

Studio 

$  1,062 /mo. 

$  1,028 /mo. 

+  3.3% 

1  bedroom 

1,425  /  mo. 

1,456 /mo. 

-2.1% 

2  bedrooms 

2,086  /  mo. 

2,098 /mo. 

-0.6% 

3  or  more  bedrooms 

2,580  /  mo. 

2,536 /mo. 

+  1.7% 

♦Source:  Rent  Tech,  Inc.  ( nwrn'.renttech.com ). 

NW  9/04 

Find 


the  loan  that 

Mortgages 
Home  Equity  Lines 
Prequalification 


Professional: 

Experienced: 

Local: 

Competitive: 


Calls  returned  &  questions  answered 
15  years  in  real  estate;  Duke  MBA 
Noe  Valley  Homeowner 
Access  rates  from  all  major  lenders 
including  Wells  Fargo,  Washington 
Mutual  &  Countrywide. 


Christopher  Baker 

Innovative  Mortgage 
Solutions 

415.307.5626 

ChrisB@IMS-Loans.com 


Noe  Valley  Home  Sales* 


Total  Sales 

Low 

Price  (S) 

High 

Price  ($) 

Average 

Price  ($)  t 

Avg.  Days 
on  Market 

Sale  Price  As 
%  of  List  Price 

Single-family  homes 

• 

July  2004 

14 

$722,000 

$1,250,000 

$984,500 

34 

110% 

June  2004 

22 

$740,000 

$1,985,000 

$1,092,773 

24 

110% 

May  2004 

19 

$699,000 

$1,805,000 

$1,093,158 

25 

108% 

July  2003 

9 

$615,000 

$1,675,000 

$992,556 

47 

101% 

June  2003 

17 

$541,000 

$1,980,000 

$891,706 

35 

102% 

Condominiums 

July  2004 

7 

$595,000 

$1,115,000 

$800,300 

25 

109% 

June  2004 

10 

$575,000 

$950,000 

$862,331 

20 

110% 

May  2004 

6 

$430,000 

$1,175,000 

$812,500 

24 

114% 

July  2003 

5 

$469,000 

$930,000 

$601,200 

31 

104% 

June  2003 

6 

$270,000 

$789,000 

$585,667 

25 

103% 

2-  to  4-unit  buildings 

July  2004 

6 

$770,000 

$1,600,000 

$1,160,000 

48 

110% 

June  2004 

9 

$755,000 

$1,285,000 

$1,079,000 

27 

110% 

May  2004 

10 

$650,000 

$1,857,000 

$1,210,500 

29 

107% 

July  2003 

1 

$1,225,000 

$1,225,000 

$1,225,000 

26 

107% 

June  2003 

5 

$825,000 

$1,050,000 

$921,000 

104 

98% 

5+  unit  buildings 

July  2004 

0 

— 

— 

.  — 

— 

— 

June  2004 

1 

$1,625,000 

$1,625,000 

$1,625,000 

53 

102% 

May  2004 

0 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

July  2003 

0 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

June  2003 

0 

— 

-  . 

— 

— 

— 

*  Data  is  supplied  to  the  Noe  Valley  Voice  by  Zephyr  Real  Estate  ( ww.zephyr-re.com )  and  is  based  on  all  Noe 
Valley  home  sales  recorded  during  the  month.  “Noe  Valley”  for  the  purposes  of  this  survey  is  the  area  bordered 
*by  Grand  View,  22nd.  Guerrero,  and  30th  streets.  nw  9t04 


monthly  rent  of  $1 ,062,  an  increase  of  3.3 
percent  over  the  $  1 ,028  landlords  charged 
during  the  same  period  last  year. 

And  it  cost  renters  an  extra  1.7  percent 
to  pick  up  keys  for  a  three-bedroom  unit, 
according  to  Rent  Tech,  an  online  listing 
service.  That  meant  a  $2,580  monthly 
rent,  compared  to  $2,536  a  year  earlier. 


But  landlords  charged  only  $1,425  for 
one-bedroom  rentals,  a  2.1  percent  de¬ 
cline  from  the  $  1 ,456  charged  during  the 
second  quarter  of  last  year. 

Rents  for  two-bedroom  units  also  fell. 
But  the  decline  was  modest,  less  than  1 
percent,  as  rents  averaged  $2,086  versus 
$2,098  in  2003.  ■ 


saved 


our 


Dear  Sue.  r  M  and  are  missing  San  Fancea 

already.  Sue.  we  owe  you  our  greatest  -  —g  yoo  in  November 

tto  last  three  months  as  wed  as  more  tucr  ^  ^  ^  ^  ^  ^  ffw  (/, 

» the  1st  "me  Wi<h  ^ ZZel^movers  running  throughout  our  house.  I  Knew 

.future,  and  having  you  sell  us 


ing  room  < 

immediately  Mm  »«“ s*  “ 1  „  m , 

rn  loot  forward  to  «W  «*  m  Masao  Ka»»' 

our  nexl  dome'  K/ddes.  «•*  - 


Make  the  best  choice... 
Call  Sue  Borsian 

ZEPHYR 

REAL  ESTATE 

Sue  Borsian 
Zephyr  Real  Estate 
4040  24th  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94114 

415-695-0552  xl79 
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GARAVAGLIA’ARCHITECTURE 


x- 


Preservation 

Architecture 

I 

Expert  Project 
Guidance 
I 

Neighbor-Sensitive 

Alterations 

I 

415.391.9633 

i 

www.garavaglia.com 

l 


Design  within  context  of  our  community 


PALM  SPRINGS? 

Call  on  San  Francisco’s  most 
trusted  Realtor  in  the  desert 
Jay  Margrey 
760-323-5000  x143 

psjfm@aoi.com 


Prudential 

California  Realty 


Groundbreaking 

Landscapes 


custom  design,  build  &  installation 


license  no.  802371 
Member:  CLCA 


415.699.6209 

www.groundbreakinglandscapes.com 


Noe  Valley 


ROOFING  SPECIALISTS 

Serving  Noe  Valley  for-over  1 0  Years  -  Reasonable  Prices  -  Senior  Discounts 

FREE  ESTIMATES 

ALL  FORMS  OF  RESIDENTIAL  ROOFING 
Modified  Bitumen  -  Shingles  -  Tiles  -  Slate 
Gutters  and  Downspouts  -  Sheet  Metal  -  Skylights 

Bonded  and  Insured  -  ValueStar  Rated 

Call  Mike  (Noe  Valley  Resident)  at  Highland  Roofing 

415.269.1941 

State  License  626953 
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As  a  newly'appointed  member  of  the  San  Francisco  Youth  Commission,  Noe  Valley  resident 
Jessica  Copi,  17,  will  be  advising  Supervisor  Bevan  Dufty  and  other  city  officials  on  the  needs 
and  wants  of  young  people  in  San  Francisco. 


This  V  That 

By  Laura  McHale  Holland 


As  the  fog  settles  in  like  light  rain 
on  the  rooftops  and  trees  over¬ 
head,  Noe  Valleyans  continue  to 
distinguish  themselves  in  many  arenas. 
Take  Hoffman  Avenue  resident  Jessica 
Copi,  for  example.  Physically,  she's  a  lit¬ 
tle  on  the  small  side:  5'3".  But  her  dreams 
are  far  from  diminutive.  At  age  17  she’s 
already  a  part  of  our  local  government. 
Bevan  Dufty,  supervisor  of  District  8,  just 
appointed  her  to  the  San  Francisco  Youth 
Commission. 

About  a  year  ago,  Copi  became  in¬ 
volved  in  the  Lavender  Youth  Recreation 
and  Information  Center  (LYRIC)  on 
Collingwood  Street.  The  organization 
provides  support  in  a  safe  environment 
for  lesbian,  gay,  bisexual,  and  transgen¬ 
der  youths.  LYRIC  is  what  led  Copi  to  the 
Youth  Commission. 

“A  friend  of  mine  from  LYRIC  and  I 
went  to  a  budget  meeting  at  City  Hall  that 
was  all  about  how  the  budget  works.  It 
turns  out  the  Youth  Commission  gave  the 
presentation,  and  they  were  giving  out  ap¬ 
plications.  I  took  one,  thought  about  it  for 
a  long  time,  and  then  spent  forever  writ¬ 
ing  for  my  application,”  she  recalls. 

Youth  Commission  members  are  all 
volunteers,  and  the  time  commitment  is 
substantial:  a  minimum  of  two  full  com¬ 
mission  meetings  per  month,  plus  sepa¬ 
rate  meetings  for  whatever  committees 
the  members  work  on.  Copi  is  particu¬ 
larly  interested  in  helping  her  peers. 

“I  feel  like  City  Hall  could  be  doing 
more  to  focus  on  LGBT  youth  issues.  I’m 
queer  myself  and  I  want  to  address  the 
general  needs  of  queer  youth  citywide, 
including  homeless  youth  issues,  and  jus¬ 
tice  for  youth.  I’d  like  to  make  sure  that 
kids  aren’t  being  wrongly  discriminated 
against  by  the  police  based  on  what  they 
think  their  sexual  orientation  is,”  she  says. 

Home-schooled  since  the  middle  of 
eighth  grade,  Copi  successfully  passed 
California’s  high  school  proficiency 
exam  last  year.  A  budding  photographer 
as  well,  she  plans  to  attend  City  College 
starting  in  January. 


Some  of  her  friends  on  campus  may 
not  recognize  her  at  first.  Her  light  brown 
hair  used  to  reach  down  to  her  knees,  but 
now  the  ends  swing  freely  at  her  shoul¬ 
der  blades,  that  is  if  she  doesn’t  have  it 
pulled  back  to  keep  it  out  of  her  way  in 
the  darkroom.  Through  Isa’s,  a  salon  on 
Castro  Street,  she  donated  a  foot  and  a 
half  of  her  hair  to  Locks  of  Love,  an  or¬ 
ganization  that  makes  wigs  for  children 
who  have  lost  their  own  hair  due  to  radi¬ 
ation  and  chemotherapy  treatments. 

Fran  Davis  has  her  curly  brown  locks 
styled  to  frame  her  beaming  face.  And 
what  lightning-limbed  racquetball  hall  of 
famer  wouldn’t?  That’s  right.  She  was  in¬ 
ducted  into  the  USA  Racquetball  Hall  of 
Fame  this  May. 

Davis  took  up  the  sport  when  she  was 
in  college  20  years  ago  because  it  was  an 
easy  transition  from  the  paddleball  she 
played  as  a  youth  in  New  York  City.  She 
went  on  to  win  the  women’s  national 
championship  half  a  dozen  times.  In  1988, 
she  stopped  competing  and  took  up 
coaching.  Since  then,  teams  she  has 
coached  have  won  world  championships 
five  times.  She  was  also  a  U.S.  Olympic 
coach.  (Racquetball  is  not  a  competitive 
Olympic  sport,  but  only  because  not 
enough  people  play  the  game.  It  is,  how¬ 
ever,  recognized  and  funded  by  the  USOC.) 

What  these  credentials  mean  is  that 
Davis,  who  lives  on  Fair  OSks  Street,  is 
often  on  the  road.  She  is  one  of  a  handful 
of  people  worldwide  who  are  able  to 
make  their  living  entirely  from  coaching 
racquetball.  “It’s  pretty  awesome  to  get 
this  recognition,  especially  since  I  broke 
both  of  my  arms  last  November  in  a  bik¬ 
ing  accident.  I  thought  I  was  finished,” 
she  says  from  a  cell  phone  in  Florida 
while  en  route  to  one  of  the  many  work¬ 
shops  she  leads  each  year.  “And  the  great¬ 
est  thing  about  it  is  that  I’ve  done  it  while 
still  in  the  thick  of  things.  A  lot  of  people 
get  into  the  Hall  of  Fame  five  or  ten  years 
after  they’re  out  of  the  sport,  and  people 
don’t  even  know  who  they  are  anymore.” 

It  appears  that  Davis  will  be  in  the  thick 
of  things  for  some  time  to  come.  “The 
game  itself  is  very  fast-paced,  so  there’s 
a  lot  of  physical  effort,  plus  a  mental  side 
of  the  game  that  keeps  you  stimulated,” 
she  observes.  “Then  there  are  the  people 
in  the  sport.  It’s  like  a  family,  and  they 


continue  to  keep  me  involved.” 

If  you  think  racquetball  is  only  for  the 
nimble-footed,  Davis  begs  to  differ. 

“The  beauty  of  racquetball,  unlike  ten¬ 
nis,  is  that  it’s  in  an  enclosed  area.  For 
people  who  are  not  extremely  athletic  or 
in  great  shape,  racquetball  is  an  easier 
sport  for  them  to  pick  up  because  they’re 
not  running  around  chasing  balls,  and 
even  if  they’re  trying  to  hit  the  front  wall 
and  they  hit  a  side  wall>nstead,  the  ball 
is  still  in  play,  whereas  in  tennis,  if  you 
hit  it  outside  the  line,  that’s  it,”  she  says. 
One  caveat,  however:  Racquetball  is  easy 
to  learn,  tough  to  master,  she  says. 

If  you  want  to  know  more  about  Davis’ 
workshops  and  camps,  go  to  wwwfran 
davisracquetball.com.  She’s  also  got  an 
instructional  video  for  all  levels  of  play¬ 
ers  called  “Building  Your  Racquetball 
Dream  House.”  It  gives  all  the  right 
moves  including  forehand,  backhand,  of¬ 
fense  versus  defense,  drilling,  shot  selec¬ 
tion,  court  position,  serves,  return  of 
serves,  and  game  strategies. 

For  Elizabeth  Street  resident  Courtney 
Wagle,  being  one  of  two  Bay  Area  pro¬ 
fessionals  selected  by  San  Francisco 
Magazine  for  giving  the  best  haircut  un¬ 
der  $100  is  as  thrilling  as  being  inducted 
into  a  hall  of  fame.  She  got  the  nod  in  July. 

“If  a  client  asks  for  something  I  can 
pretty  much  nail  it.  I  don’t  usually  cut 
somebody’s  hair  and  have  them  freak  out 
and  say  ‘That’s  not  what  I  asked  for,”’ 
Wagle  says.  “I  think  it’s  because  I  have 
such  a  strong  background  on  so  many 
structured  haircuts.”  Structured  haircuts? 
Here’s  her  elaboration  on  the  geometry  of 
clipping  hair:  “The  head  is  basically 
mapped  out,  and  for  every  haircut  there 
are  lines  and  sections,  cutting  angles,  dis¬ 
tribution  angles.  It’s  very  much  graphed 
out.  You  have  to  know  how  to  put  a  quilt 
together  to  get  a  quilt;  it’s  very  much  the 
same  with  a  haircut.” 

Wagle,  who  works  at  Hairplay  at  the 
comer  of  29th  and  Dolores  streets,  attrib¬ 
utes  her  skill  to  ongoing  education.  “Six 
of  the  ten  years  that  I’ve  been  cutting  hair 
I’ve  also  been  taking  classes.  I  worked  with 
Tony  and  Guy,  an  education  team,  and 
learned  quite  a  bit  with  them.  I  taught  for 
Redken  as  well,  and  I  continue  to  teach 
our  assistants  both  hair-cutting  and  color.” 

Our  neighborhood  also  got  some  ink  in 
San  Francisco  Magazine’s  July  issue. 
Their  readers  picked  Noe  Valley  as  the 
Bay  Area’s  best  neighborhood.  Of 
course,  that’s  no  surprise  to  those  of  us 
who  live  here. 

There’s  more  good  news.  Mary  Little 
and  Peter  Wheeler,  a  husband-and-wife 
furniture  design  team,  have  been  tapped 


for  the  high-profile  juried  California  De¬ 
sign  2004  show  running  from  Sept.  11 
through  Oct.  22,  at  600  Townsend  Street. 

The  pair  have  been  making  furniture 
together  exclusively  since  1997.  “I  tend 
to  be  the  one  who  generates  new  ideas, 
and  Peter’s  an  excellent  editor.  He  can 
look  through  the  whole  sketchbook  and 
choose  the  ones  we  need  to  work  on  to¬ 
gether,”  Little  notes.  “He’s  more  rational, 
and  I’m  more  intuitive.  I  tend  to  be  much 
better  at  working  with  clients,  while  he’s 
much  better  at  working  with  other  fabri¬ 
cators,”  she  adds. 

Little  and  Wheeler,  natives  of  the 
United  Kingdom,  moved  to  their  20th 
Street  digs  in  2001,  when  they  both  se¬ 
cured  teaching  positions  at  California 
College  of  the  Arts.  They  also  have  many 
clients  in  this  country  who  remark  that 
their  work  is  appealing  because  “it’s 
functional  and  practical,  but  it’s  also  very 
gentle  and  friendly  in  its  look.”  The  Lit¬ 
tle  and  Wheeler  piece  on  view  in  Cali¬ 
fornia  Design  2004  is  an  upholstered 
stool  on  American  black  walnut  feet. 

“We  do  things  that  are  slightly  out  of 
the  normal,  and  it  makes  people  smile. 
The  piece  in  this  show  is  more  restrained. 
But  this  is  a  selling  show,  and  I  think  it’s 
a  sellable  piece.  We  can  put  forward  our 
more  experimental  work  at  other  exhibi¬ 
tions,”  she  says. 

There’s  nothing  experimental  about 
Kathy  Zucchi’s  latest  achievement,  and 
that’s  just  the  way  the  clients  of  this  fi¬ 
nancial  guru  like  it.  Zucchi,  of  the  in¬ 
vestment  firm  Edward  Jones,  recently 
achieved  the  professional  designation  of 
Accredited  Asset  Management  Special¬ 
ist.  So  when  it  comes  to  asset  strategies 
and  allocation,  she’s  now  the  last  word. 

“It’s  a  resource  that  enables  me  to  bet¬ 
ter  assist  my  clients  with  their  financial 
goals,”  says  Zucchi,  who  is  past  president 
of  the  Noe  Valley  Merchants  and  Profes¬ 
sionals  Association.  “They  [Edward 
Jones]  don’t  offer  the  opportunity  to  you 
until  you’ve  been  in  the  field  approxi¬ 
mately  five  years.  Then  after  that,  you 
have  six  months  to  pass  the  exam  and  get 
accredited.”  Congratulations,  Kathy. 

You,  dear  readers,  have  until  the  15th 
of  September  to  send  in  news  of  your  per¬ 
sonal  milestones.  (Okay,  we  might  stretch 
it  a  day  or  two  for  procrastinators.)  We  ’re 
interested  in  everything  from  new  babies 
to  new  ventures,  book  signings  to  aca¬ 
demic  honors. 

Contact  us  by  e-mailing  thisnthat@noe 
valleyvoice.com.  Or  if  it’s  more  conven¬ 
ient,  leave  a  message  at  4 1 5-82 1  -3324  or 
write  the  Noe  Valley  Voice,  102 1  Sanchez 
Street,  San  Francisco,  CA  94114. 
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COFFEE  COMPANY 


$1  OFF  ANY 
1  LB.  OF  COFFEE 

(except  those  on  sale) 

September  only,  with  this  ad 


We  Roast  Our  Own! 

Offering  50  Varieties  of 
C*OmF*F*E*E 

by  the  pound  or  half-pound 

Custom  Drinks 
Healthy  Breakfasts 

Open  Monday  through  Friday 

5:30  a.m.  to  8  p.m. 
Saturdays  6 a.m.  to  8 p.m. 

Sundays  6  a.m.  to  7 p.m. 


SINCE  1987 

3868  24th  Street  •  641-4433 
1551  Church  (at  Duncan)  •  648-1 166 
745  Cortland  Avenue  •  642-7585 
2800  California  Street  •  93 1  -228 1 


Putting  the 
Style  in  Life 

It's  Easier  Than  You  Think, 
Says  Noe  Valley  Designer 
Richard  Robertson 

By  Rosie  Ruley  Atkins 

Richard  Robertson  leans  against 
my  kitchen  counter,  sipping  tea, 
listening  intently  to  my  stories 
about  the  little  “nests”  my  son  creates  to 
draw  and  read  in,  the  dinner  parties  we 
frequently  throw,  our  ever-expanding 
CD  collection.  He  admires  the  family 
snapshots  we  have  on  the  wall  and  asks 
lots  of  questions  as  he  follows  me  on  a 
tour  of  our  small,  four-room  apartment. 

I  explain  to  him  that  my  husband  and 
1  have  tried  for  years  to  do  the  adult 
thing  and  buy  a  house  in  the  East  Bay, 
but  we  love  our  apartment  and  Noe  Val¬ 
ley  too  much  to  move.  It  is  our  fervent 
hope  that  he  can  somehow  transform 
our  apartment,  making  it  cozy,  yet 
roomy;  personalized,  yet  uncluttered. 

Robertson,  an  interior  designer  who 
works  out  of  his  Vicksburg  Street  home, 
appears  undaunted.  He  has  tackled  hun¬ 
dreds  of  oddly  shaped  apartments, 
grand  homes,  tear-downs,  and  Victorian 
cottages  over  his  25  years  in  the  local 
design  business. 

He  steps  into  our  long,  narrow  living 
room.  Despite  the  fantastic  view,  fire¬ 
place,  newly  refinished  wood  floors, 
and  original  moldings,  this  room  is  a 
problem.  It’s  missing  something.  Style? 
Cohesiveness?  I  can’t  say.  All  I  know 
is,  it’s  lacking. 

Robertson  takes  a  few  minutes  to 
survey  the  mishmash  of  furniture,  art¬ 
work,  and  tchotchkes.  Then  he  gets 
down  to  work. 

He  nudges  the  sofa  toward  the  middle 
of  the  room  and  sets  it  at  an  angle  I 
never  would  have  considered.  He  sets 
an  armchair  at  each  end  of  the  sofa  and 
places  an  ottoman  in  the  middle. 

“You  can  find  a  tray  for  on  top  of  the 
ottoman  at  a  yard  sale  or  junk  shop,”  he 
tells  me.  “Then  this  is  a  coffee  table  and 
an  ottoman.  You  can  move  the  tray  to  the 
floor  when  you  want  to  put  your  feet  up.” 

A  table  I’d  found  on  the  street  looks 
designer-perfect  at  the  end  of  the  sofa. 

A  rocking  chair  that  was  rescued  from  a 
dumpster  sits  in  a  comer  near  the  win¬ 
dow,  paired  to  great  effect  with  a  tray 
table  from  Target. 

The  traffic  flow  between  the  living 
room  and  the  dining  room/kitchen  has 
been  improved  immensely.  There’s  a 
special  area  where  my  son  can  spread 
out  his  art  supplies  without  being  under-, 
foot.  The  rocker  in  the  comer  invites  me 


Designer  Richard  Robertson  shows  that  by  rearranging  the  furniture,  art,  and  mementos  you 
comfortable  and  aesthetically  pleasing  space. 


to  toss  aside  my  work  to  sit  and  read. 

In  under  an  hour,  Robertson  has 
achieved  what  my  husband  and  I  have 
failed  at  for  the  Sfeven  years  we’ve  lived 
in  this  apartment.  He’s  created  a  com¬ 
fortable,  stylish  space  that  plays  up  the 
best  qualities  of  the  apartment  and  still 
serves  the  functions  of  our  daily  lives. 

“It’s  the  rule  of  threes.  You 
take  three  objects  of 
different  heights  and  shapes, 
and  put  them  together. 
There’s  something  magic 
about  the  odd  numbers  and 
the  different  heights.” 

RICHARD  ROBERTSON 

Speechless  and  close  to  tears,  I  feel 
like  I’m  in  my  own  episode  of  Trading 
Spaces,  only  without  the  glue  gun,  the 
bad  swagging,  and  the  weird  murals. 

“How  did  you  do  this?”  I  ask. 

“Listening  is  the  most  important 
thing  a  designer  does,”  says  Robertson, 
who  began  his  professional  life  as  a 
counselor.  “In  chatting  over  tea,  I 
learned  about  your  lifestyle.  I  have  to 
understand  how  you  live  in  order  to 
help  you  create  a  space  that  will  work 
for  everyone  in  the  household.” 

“Everyone”  is  a  word  that  Robertson 


returns  to  frequently  as  he  discusses  his 
approach  to  tjpme  design. 

“So  often  you’ll  find  couples  that 
need  a  lot  of  arbitration,”  he  says.  “One 
partner  might  hand  ‘permission’  for 
decorating  over  to  the  other,  thinking 
they  don’t  care.  But  as  they  step  into  the 
process,  they  discover  that  they  do  care. 
And  very  often,  couples  discover  that 
their  tastes  don’t  easily  meld  together. 
Bringing  everyone  who  uses  the  space 
into  the  design  process  early  on  will 
help  them  avoid  mistakes  and  disap¬ 
pointment.” 

Robertson  roams  through  our  apart¬ 
ment,  “shopping”  for  objects  to  add  a 
more  personal  touch  to  the  now  cozy 
living  room.  He  pauses  to  admire  my 
collection  of  antique  cigarette  lighters 
and  lines  them  up  on  a  shelf.  He 
arranges  ajar  of  seashells,  a  ceramic 
Balinese  bowl,  and  a  mottled  sculpture 
of  a  torso  on  a  comer  of  the  mantle. 

On  the  opposite  comer,  he  places  a 
funny  Mexican  whistle,  a  Dia  de  los 
Muertos  altar  our  son  made  at  school, 
and  a  jeweled  votive  candle.  Every  one 
of  these  objects  has  been  with  us  for 
years,  collecting  dust  on  various 
shelves,  unnoticed  and  unappreciated. 
When  he  finishes  the  two  tableaux,  they 
form  a  visually  pleasing  display  that 
reflects  our  tastes  and  our  lives. 

“It’s  the  rule  of  threes,”  Robertson 
explains.  “You  take  three  objects  of  dif¬ 
ferent  heights  and  shapes,  and  put  them 
together.  There’s  something  magic 


already  have,  you  can  often  create  a  more 

Photo  by  Beverly  Tharp 

about  the  odd  numbers  and  the  different 
heights.” 

Robertson  rehangs  most  of  the  art 
that’s  on  our  walls,  swapping  positions 
of  two  pieces  and  vertically  stacking 
another  pair  that  had  been  side  by  side.  I 
feel  like  I'm  in  a  sort  of  dream  world. 
Everything  is  familiar  and  yet  a  bit 
off — in  a  good  way. 

“A  well-designed  space  gives  the 
eye  time  to  rest,  almost  sigh,"  says 
Robertson.  “Visitors  shouldn’t  notice  a 
designer’s  touch.  They  should  walk 
into  your  home  and  say,  ‘This  is  you.’ 
When  that  happens,  the  designer  has 
succeeded.” 

Robertson  steps  into  the  dining 
room/kitchen/home  office  area.  I  didn’t 
dare  ask  for  his  help  with  this  part  of 
our  apartment  because  I  figured  it  was 
hopeless — a  small  space  crowded  with 
dozens  of  cookbooks,  reference  materi¬ 
als,  my  computer,  compact  disks,  and  a 
20-gallon  fish  tank.  In  addition  to  all  the 
normal  accoutrements  of  a  kitchen  and 
dining  room. 

“So  many  rooms  in  our  lives  have 
dual  purposes,”  Robertson  says  as  he 
aligns  my  stained  and  dog-eared  cook¬ 
books  along  a  shelf.  He  turns  the  half- 
dozen  dictionaries  piled  on  a  lower 
shelf  on  their  side,  and  uses  a  framed 
photo  as  a  bookend.  He  moves  a  framed 
triptych  of  our  son  four  inches  to  the 
left  and  six  inches  down.  What  had  been 
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Robertson's 
Quickie  Home 
Makeover 

CONTINUED  FROM  PREVIOUS  PAGE 

a  comer  of  shame  is  now  stylish,  well- 
defined. 

He  finds  a  pair  of  plastic  bowls  I  got 
for  a  quarter  apiece  in  the  Mission  Dis¬ 
trict  and  stacks  them  on  a  shelf  that  has 
traditionally  been  the  repository  of 
unopened  mail.  “These  colors  work 
well  here,”  he  says.  “Start  with  them.” 

He  suggests  that  I  swap  the  neon 
gravel  in  our  fish  tank  for  earthier  tones, 
and  then  pulls  a  color  wheel  out  of  his 
toolbox  to  show  me  some  colors  that 
might  work  if  I  want  to  repaint. 

“Paint  is  the  cheapest,  most  effective 
thing  you  can  do  to  improve  a  room,”  he 
says.  “And  a  good  color  consultant  will 
help  you  get  it  right.” 

Robertson,  54,  is  a  believer  in  long- 
lasting  styles  and  warns  against  suc¬ 
cumbing  to  trends. 

“If  you  use  the  latest,  most  trendy 


Angling  a  chair  and  a  sr>  V  table  in  a  corner  can  often  create  a  cozy  nook  for  reading  or 
contemplating.  •  Photo  by  Beverly  Tharp 


shapes  or  colors,  you’ll  grow  tired  of  if" 
quickly,”  he  says.  “Good  design  will 
incorporate  the  appealing  elements  of 
the  trend  to  create  a  more  timeless 
appeal — something  that  will  last  for 
years.” 

He  disappears  into  the  bedroom  and 


Interior  Design  101 

Local  Experts  Share 
Their  Secrets 


By  Olivia  Boler 

Fall  is  a  great  time  to  reshuffle 
your  furniture.  After  all,  once  the 
rains  start,  you'll  be  spending  more 
time  indoors,  ensconced  in  that  over- 
stuffed  chair.  With  that  in  mind,  the 
Voice  asked  several  local  designers 
for  their  tips  on  spicing  up  a  Noe 
Valley  house  or  apartment’s  interior. 
Designers  Giant  Allen,  Cheryl 
Parrott,  Richard  Robertson  (see  story 
above),  and  the  team  of  Lisa  Violetto 
and  Judith  Frangquist  responded  with 
some  great  suggestions.  We  narrowed 
them  down  to  four  apiece.  Have  fun 
with  your  makeover. 

Lisa  Violetto  and 
Judith  Frangquist 

Lisa  Violetto  San  Francisco 
1414  Castro  Street 
415-341-8442 
lisa@lisa  violetto.  com 
www.lisavioletto.com 

■  Evaluate  and  purge:  Let  go  of  things 
that  you’ve  had  for  a  long  time  and 
don’t  really  use  or  like.  If  it’s  a  senti¬ 
mental  piece  and  you  just  can’t  let  it  go, 
put  it  in  storage.  This  lets  you  showcase 
the  items  you  truly  love. 


■  Rethink  the  room:  Make  a  list  of  items  a 
room  needs.  For  example,  living  room 
basics  are  a  couch,  coffee  table,  and 
entertainment  center.  Empty  the  room  of 
all  decorations,  lamps,  and  art.  Examine 
the  major  pieces  and  decide  if  they  are 
really  right  for  the  room.  Try  rearrang- 

.  ing  them  for  better  use  of  space. 

■  Organize  for  use:  Having  the  things  you 
really  need  in  a  room  in  which  those 
things  are  used  is  essential.  Think  about 
how  much  time  is  wasted  in  hunting 
around  the  kitchen  for  a  pair  of  scissors 
only  to  find  your  one  and  only  pair  in 
the  upstairs  bedroom.  Have  designated 
spaces  for  essential  items  and  take  those 
spaces  into  account  as  you  decorate. 

■  A  minor  remodel  goes  a  long  way: 

A  small  investment  can  really  freshen  up 
a  room.  Add  crown  molding  to  give  a 
room  definition.  Paint  tired  old  kitchen 
cabinets  or  furniture.  Replace  carpet 
with  wood  flooring. 

Richard  Robertson 

Robertson  Design 

18  Vicksburg  Street 

415-596-7346 

richard@designbyrobertson.com 

www.designbyrobertson.com 

■  Develop  a  point  of  view:  Decide  what 
kind  of  “look”  you  want  for  your  home 
and  stick  to  your  theme.  A  similar  style, 
as  well  as  color  scheme,  throughout 
each  room  will  create  flow  and  can 
make  a  small  place  seem  larger. 

■  Consider  mood  lighting:  Next  to  color, 
lighting  is  the  most  significant  decorat¬ 
ing  element  in  setting  a  room’s  atmos¬ 
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Church  Street 

retums  carrying  a  pair  of  baskets  my 
godmother  wove  for  me  when  I  was  a 
child.  I’ve  always  had  them,  but  have 
rarely  placed  them  in  public  places. 

“Beautiful,”  he  says,  stacking  them 
on  top  of  a  bookshelf  that  was  a  reject 
from  my  neighbor’s  yard  sale. 


phere.  Think  about  what  kind  of 
ambiance  you  want.  Serene?  Warm? 
Dramatic?  Install  dimmers  on  all  of  your 
lights,  including  lamps. 

■  Pay  attention  to  scale:  Choose  furniture 
that  is  in  proportion  to  the  room’s  size. 
Oversized  furniture  won’t  leave  space 
for  anything  else. 

■  Remember  the  "more  than  one"  rule: 
While  you  don’t  want  your  place  to  look 
overdone  or  cluttered,  certain  acces¬ 
sories  pack  a  greater  punch  when  used 
in  pairs  or  groups.  For  example:  Arrange 
several  shelves  or  bookcases  together 
to  make  one  wall  unit.  Hang  a  series  of 
six  or  eight  prints  in  paired  rows  for 
dramatic  impact. 

Cheryl  Parrott 

Interiors  by  Decorating  Den 

415-586-8694 

cherylparrott@decoratingden.com 

www.decdens.com/ eparrott 

■  Start  with  your  public  rooms:  If  you’re 
taking  on  a  full  home  redo,  it  can  feel 
overwhelming,  and  you  might  say, 
“Forget  the  whole  thing!”  Start  with  the 
living  room,  bathroom,  or  kitchen,  since 
these  are  the  places  in  which  guests 
spend  most  of  their  time.  Save  your 
private  rooms — bedrooms,  workshops, 
and  studies — for  later. 

■  Favorite  pieces  should  become  center- 
pieces:  Build  your  redecorating  project 
around  a  particular  beloved  work  of  art. 
Perhaps  it’s  a  painting,  sculpture,  or 
even  an  heirloom  quilt.  Consider  the 
colors  in  this  piece  and  use  them  when 
determining  the  color  scheme  of  your 


It’s  the  final  detail  in  our  living 
room’s  transformation.  Robertson  packs 
up  his  color  wheel  and  exits. 

I’m  awhirl  with  plans  to  spruce  up 
the  dining  room  and  kitchen  area.  Style 
seems  possible  even  for  a  slightly 
sloppy  family  in  a  too-small  space. 

That  evening.  Miles  is  drawn  to  the 
rocking  chair,  where  he  becomes 
immersed  in  a  comic  book.  My  husband 
drops  onto  the  sofa  to  watch  the  Giants 
on  TV.  I  build  a  fire  and  settle  into  the 
armchair  to  chat  with  my  sister  on  the 
phone.  Instead  of  bumping  into  each 
other  as  we’ve  been  doing  for  the  past 
seven  years,  we’re  living  together  with 
style  and  grace.  ■ 

Richard  Robertson’ s  firm,  Robertson  Design, 
offers  a  full  range  of  design  services,  from  sim¬ 
ple  makeovers  to  full-blown  interior  design. 
Costs  are  quoted for  each  job,  with  a  minimum 
two-hour  consultation  at  $100  per  hour.  For 
more  information,  go  to  www.designby 
robertson.com  or  call  596-7346. 


walls,  rugs,  and  furniture  fabrics. 

■  Think  green:  Nothing  adds  as  much  to  a 
room  as  plants  and  flowers  do.  Live 
plants  cheer  up  a  room  and  can  also 
make  a  small  space  seem  larger.  For 
instance,  placing  an  easy-care  ficus  or 
bamboo  near  a  window  will  draw  one’s 
eye  to  the  window’s  treatment,  creating 
the  illusion  of  a  bigger  space. 

■  Collect  ideas:  Keep  a  scrapbook  of  design 
ideas,  color  combinations,  and  room  lay¬ 
outs  that  you  find  particularly  pleasing. 
Thumb  through  magazines  and  cut  out 
photos  that  particularly  appeal  to  you. 

Grant  Allen 

J.  Allen 

746  Diamond  Street 

415-285-7917 

jallenassociates@yahoo.com 

www.j-allen.com 

■  Enjoy  the  process:  Make  this  a  fun, 
ongoing  project  that  doesn’t  have  to  be 
done  all  at  once.  Think  of  it  as  an  exhila¬ 
rating  hobby  rather  than  an  arduous 
chore. 

■  Experiment:  You  don’t  have  to  get  it 
right  the  first  time.  Try  out  different  col¬ 
ors  and  fabrics  for  a  look  that  really 
suits  you. 

■  Ignore  trends:  You  have  to  live  with  the 
choices  you  make,  not  the  design  editor 
of  Better  Homes  and  Gardens. 

■  Embrace  eclecticism:  If  you  live  alone, 
your  taste  is  the  only  taste  that  matters, 
but  if  you  live  with  family  or  room¬ 
mates,  be  sure  to  incorporate  their 
thoughts  and  ideas. 
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Woman  Attacked  by  Naked  Neighbor 

AGGRAVATED  Assault:  8:47  a.m.,  Monday,  July  5;  41(81  block  of  Cesar  Chavez 
Street  near  Castro  Street 

Several  people,  some  of  them  police  officers,  were  injured  during  an  alter¬ 
cation  on  Cesar  Chavez  Street  the  morning  of  July  5.  Three  officers  responded 
to  a  call  of  a  naked  man  assaulting  a  female.  They  met  with  the  woman  and  she 
said  that  her  neighbor  had  come  to  her  door  nude  and  attacked  her,  hitting  her 
neck  and  kicking  her. 

Police  found  the  neighbor,  still  nude  and  holding  his  genitals,  in  his  apart¬ 
ment.  When  asked  if  he  had  had  a  fight  with  his  neighbor,  he  began  screaming 
at  the  officers.  He  threw  items  at  them  and  then  attacked  the  police  with  his  fists. 
The  police  report  described  the  suspect  as  very  large  and  strong.  Police  attempted 
to  subdue  him  with  pepper  spray,  to  no  avail.  He  allegedly  punched  one  officer 
in  the  chest  several  times;  the  officers  tried  to  grapple  with  him  but  could  not 
hold  on  to  the  suspect  because  he  was  sweaty  and  remained  nude.  The  suspect 
then  dragged  all  three  officers  from  his  apartment  and  pinned  two  of  them  to  the 
third-floor  railing.  The  remaining  officer  administered  a  “carotid  restraint”  from 
behind,  and  they  were  finally  able  to  handcuff  the  suspect,  who  made  no  more 
attempts  to  attack  the  officers.  The  suspect  was  treated  at  San  Francisco  Gen¬ 
eral  Hospital  and  booked  in  absentia.  The  officers  were  treated  and  released. 

— Erin  O' B riant 


POLICE 

BEAT 


Police  Beat  is  a  roundup  of  crimes  and 
other  police  incidents  in  Noe  Valley, 
defined  as  the  area  bordered  by  Grand 
View,  21st,  Fair  Oaks,  and  30th  streets. 
The  following  crime  summaries  were 
culled  from  incident  reports  filed  at  Mis¬ 
sion  and  Ingleside  police  stations  during 
June  and  July  2004. 

Thf.kt  of  Vehicle:  Between  3  p.m., 
Wednesday,  May  19,  and  6:30  a.m.,  Mon¬ 
day,  June  7;  400  block  of  Duncan  Street 
A  Duncan  Street  woman  reported  her 
black  1996  Saturn  stolen  from  near  her 
home.  The  vehicle  bears  the  California  li¬ 
cense  3RMW398. 

Malicious  Mischief:  Between  l  a.m., 
Friday,  May  28,  and  midnight,  Saturday, 
May  29;  24th  Street 

Several  shops  on  24th  Street  were  van¬ 
dalized  with  similar  graffiti  markings  on 
their  awnings.  The  vandalized  stores  in¬ 
cluded  a  children’s  clothing  shop,  a  pasta 
restaurant,  and  a  hair  salon. 

Theft  of  Vehicle:  Between  8  a.m. 
and  7  p.m.,  Wednesday,  June  2;  1700 
block  of  Dolores  Street 

A  man  reported  his  2002  Dodge  Ram 
pickup  truck  stolen  from  Dolores  Street. 
The  black  vehicle  bears  the  California  li¬ 
cense  6X17588. 

Theft  from  Vehicle:  Between  6  p.m., 
Wednesday,  June  2,  and  7  a.m.,  Thursday, 
June  3;  1700  block  of  Church  Street 


A  Church  Street  man  reported  several 
items  stolen  from  his  maroon  1990  Jeep 
Cherokee  truck,  which  he  had  parked  near 
his  home.  Missing  items  included  a  stereo, 
a  government-issue  camouflage  chemical 
suit,  and  the  right  rear  wing  window. 

THEFT:  12:30  p.m.,  Thursday,  June  3; 

200  block  of  Duncan  Street 

A  woman  who  lives  on  Duncan  Street 
reported  that  someone  stole  a  Dell  laptop 
computer  from  her  garage,  where  she  had 
recently  set  up  a  home  office.  An  SBC 
worker  on  a  nearby  telephone  pole  wit¬ 
nessed  a  man  enter  the  woman’s  open 
garage  and  leave  carrying  a  black  case, 
which  the  victim  identified  as  her  com¬ 
puter  case.  The  SBC  man  and  another 
worker  attempted  to  chase  the  thief  but 
were  unable  to  catch  him. 

BURGLARY:  Between  S  and  7:15  p.m., 
Thursday,  June  3;  1400  block  of  Dolores 
Street 

The  houseguest  of  a  Dolores  Street 
man  reported  that  several  items  were 
stolen  from  his  friend’s  home,  including 
a  DVD  player,  a  Sony  PlayStation,  a  gold 
chain  with  a  cross,  and  a  book  about  rap¬ 
per  Tupac  Shakur.  Shortly  after  he  dis¬ 
covered  the  theft,  the  houseguest  saw  a 
man  walking  along  the  street  carrying  a 
duffel  bag  and  looking  into  cars.  Police 
found  the  man  and  searched  his  person 
and  residence  but  did  not  find  any  of  the 
stolen  items.  No  suspect  has  been  found. 

ROBBERY:  12:05  a.m.,  Saturday,  June  5; 
26th  Street  near  Noe  Street 

Police  responded  to  a  report  of  a  purse- 
snatching  on  26th  Street.  A  23-year-old 
woman  was  waiting  for  the  bus  when  two 
men  attempted  to  take  her  purse,  which 
was  on  her  right  shoulder.  The  woman 
screamed  and  tried  to  hold  on  to  her 
purse,  but  eventually  relinquished  it  to 


her  attackers.  The  two  men  got  into  a  ve¬ 
hicle,  which  one  witness  described  as  a 
Dodge  Neon,  and  fled  the  scene.  The  vic¬ 
tim  did  not  require  medical  treatment. 

Theft,  Trick,  and  Device:  Between 
12:30  and  2:30  p.m.,  Saturday,  June  5; 

200  block  of  30th  Street 

Con  artists  tricked  an  elderly  woman 
out  of  several  hundred  dollars  near  a 
prominent  senior  center  on  30th  Street. 
The  first  suspect,  a  female,  approached 
the  older  woman  and  told  her  she  had  won 
an  out-of-state  lottery  ticket.  The  younger 
woman  then  said  that  if  the  elderly 
woman  would  help  her  purchase  an  air¬ 
line  ticket,  she  would  share  the  lottery 
money  with  her.  A  second  suspect,  a 
male,  approached  and  said  he  was  will¬ 


ing  to  help.  They  persuaded  the  woman 
to  retrieve  more  than  $800  in  cash,  and 
then  stole  it  from  her  purse.  They  also 
stole  her  bank  card  and  made  undisclosed 
charges  on  it. 

Theft  of  Vehicle:  Between  2  p.m., 
Sunday,  June  6,  and  2  p.m.,  Tuesday,  June 
8;  40(8)  block  of  24th  Street 

A  silver  1996  Honda  Civic  was  stolen 
from  24th  Street.  The  vehicle  bears  the 
California  license  4JHD844. 

THEFT:  Between  4  p.m.,  Sunday,  June  6, 
and  5  p.m.,  Wednesday,  June  9;  Elizabeth 
Street  between  Noe  and  Sanchez  streets 
A  Sanchez  Street  woman  reported  that 
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A  Creative, 

Supportive  Environment 


Monday  -  Saturday  1 1  -  6:30 
Sunday  1 X  -  3 


3897  18th  Street  at  Sanchez 

415-621-6642 


www.imagiknit.com 


SUE  GREEN 


DESIGNS 


Interior  Design 

■  Kitchens 

■  Bathrooms 

■  Space  Planning 

548  Alvarado  Street  ■  San  Francisco  94114 

415  695-1360 

email:  sue_green99@hotmail.com 
website:  www.suegreendesigns.com 


CUSTOM  FIT  TO  YOUR  WINDOWS 


Announcing  a  new  line  with  great  fabrics, 
more  style  choices  and  faster  delivery. 
415  641  6081  www.stitchsf.com 


Peggy  Handler,  MFT 
Psycho  therapy 

Heal  old  wounds,  past  trauma,  and 
abuse.  Explore  and  work  through 
stuck  places,  fears  and  anxieties  that 
keep  you  from  having  the 
relationships  and*Iife  that  you  want. 

415  695-0166 
Noe  Valley  Office 

License  MFC32077 

Se  Habla  Espaiiol 


Bold  &  Beautiful 


Skin  Care  by  Bella 

European  Facial 

•  Special  treatment  for  acne  skin 
•  Glycolic  acid  peel 
Experience  bio-electric  rejuvenation: 
This  ultimate  treatment  lifts  facial  muscles, 
tightens  skin,  diminishes  wrinkles,  and 
improves  complexion. 

•  Lash  and  eyebrow  tinting 
•  Waxing 

Gift  Certificates  Avail  able 

Skincare  Therapist  Bella 
4081  24th  Street  (near  Castro) 
(415)  550-8700 

Open  Tuesday  -  Saturday 
Call  for  appointment 
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someone  broke  into  her  1987  Honda  Ac¬ 
cord,  taking  $1,500  worth  of  CDs  and 
breaking  the  car’s  wing  window. 

THEFT:  Between  7  p.m„  Monday,  June  7, 
and  10:35  p.m„  Sunday,  June  13;  1300 
block  of  Noe  Street 

A  Clipper  Street  resident  reported  that 
her  vehicle’s  rear  wing  window  had  been 
broken  and  the  passenger  door  unlocked. 
She  said  it  appeared  someone  had  “rifled 
through”  the  car,  but  she  did  not  believe 
anything  was  stolen. 

Theft  of  Vehicle:  7:30  p.m„  Tuesday, 
June  8;  1100  block  of  Noe  Street 

A  24th  Street  man  reported  his  vehicle 
stolen  after  he  left  it  unlocked  with  the 
keys  in  the  ignition.  The  blue  1987  BMW 
325i  bears  the  Nevada  license  979RMJ. 

feuRGLARY:  Between  7  p.m.,  Wednesday, 
June  9,  and  7:55  a.m.,  Thursday,  June  10; 
1400  block  of  Church  Street 
The  owner  of  a  dry  cleaner  on  Church 
Street  reported  that  the  front  door  of  her 
business  had  been  smashed  with  a  brick 
and  the  cash  drawer  stolen.  The  unknown 
suspect  took  about  $90  in  coins  but  noth¬ 
ing  else.  Police  recovered  the  tray  in  a 
nearby  trashcan. 

THEFT:  Thursday,  June  10;  100  block  of 
Chattanooga  Street 

A  Chattanooga  resident  reported  that  a 


box  of  checks  was  stolen  from  her  mail. 
The  victim  notified  the  bank  and  closed 
the  account,  but  later  discovered  that 
someone  with  an  address  in  the  300  block 
of  Chattanooga  had  used  her  checking  ac¬ 
count  to  pay  a  bill  for  $100. 

Theft  of  Vehicle:  Between  8  and  m 
a.m.,  Saturday,  June  12;  Liberty  and 
Sanchez  streets 

A  Dolores  Street  resident  reported  his 
black  1996  Honda  Civic  stolen  on  a  Sat¬ 
urday  morning.  The  vehicle  bears  the 
California  license  4NVF308. 

THEFT:  Between  1:30  p.m.,  Saturday, 
June  12,  and  9  a.m.,  Sunday,  June  13; 

26th  and  Diamond  streets 

A  Honda  convertible  belonging  to  an 
Oakland  man  was  stripped  the  evening  of 
June  12.  An  unknown  suspect  slashed  the 
car’s  top  and  took  the  front  bumper,  tail 
lights,  console,  and  seats.  The  thief  also 
stole  a  cell  phone  from  the  vehicle. 

Grand  Theft:  Between  1  and  9:30 
a.m.,  Tuesday,  June  15;  21st  and  Sanchez 
streets 

A  visitor  from  Colorado,  who  was  dri¬ 
ving  his  mother’s  car,  returned  one  morn¬ 
ing  to  find  his  belongings  missing  from 
the  vehicle.  Stolen  items  included  a  dig¬ 
ital  camera,  clothes,  and  schoolbooks.  The 
passenger  side  window  was  smashed. 

THEFT:  Between  6  a.m.,  Thursday,  June 
17,  and  4  p.m.,  Saturday,  June  19; 

Church  and  Jersey  streets 

An  unknown  person  broke  into  a  Jeep 
Cherokee  owned  by  a  Church  Street  res¬ 
ident,  stealing  a  stereo  and  $10  in  cash. 

Theft  of  Vehicle:  Between  8  p.m., 
Saturday,  June  19,  and  10:16  p.m.,  Sun¬ 
day,  June  20;  30th  and  Randall  streets 

A  local  woman  reported  her  white 


1996  Honda  Civic  stolen  from  near  30th 
and  Randall  streets.  The  vehicle  bears  the 
California  license  4ZDU290. 

THEFT:  Between  5  and  11  p.m.,  Tuesday, 
June  22;  200  block  of  Clipper  Street 

A  Clipper  Street  man  reported  that  his 
laptop  computer  was  stolen  the  evening 
of  June  22.  No  other  items  were  missing 
and  no  forced  entry  was  observed. 

THEFT:  Between  7  p.m.,  Tuesday,  June 
22,  and  1  p.m.,  Sunday,  June  27;  Sanchez 
and  Hill  streets 

A  man  reported  that  the  convertible  top 
of  his  vehicle  had  been  slashed  several 
times.  He  found  a  razor  on  top  of  the 
cover  and  another  one  on  the  street  near 
the  passenger  door.  He  brought  those  to 
the  police,  but  no  arrest  has  been  made. 

Burglary:  Between  7  and  10:30  p.m., 
Tuesday,  June  22;  1600  block  of  Diamond 
Street 

A  Diamond  Street  resident  reported 
that  he  left  his  house  and  returned  later 
that  evening  to  find  that  his  laptop  com¬ 
puter  had  been  stolen.  He  also  said  that 
the  sliding  glass  door  that  leads  to  his 
back  yard  was  slightly  ajar  and  that  he  had 
left  his  bedroom  window  open.  Police  de¬ 
termined  that  the  thief  entered  through  the 
open  window  and  left  through  the  sliding 
door.  The  suspect  is  unknown. 

Recovered  Vehicle:  2:30  p.m., 
Wednesday,  June  23;  Duncan  and  Dia¬ 
mond  streets 

A  red  1994  Suzuki  was  recovered  in 
Noe  Valley  in  June.  It  belongs  to  a  resi¬ 
dent  of  Diamond  Heights  Boulevard.  Un¬ 
fortunately,  it  won’t  start. 

Theft  of  Vehicle:  Between  6  p.m., 
Wednesday,  June  23,  and  10:20  a.m., 
Thursday,  June  24;  300  block  of  30th 
Street 

A  black,  two-door  1994  Honda  Civic 
was  stolen  from  30th  Street.  The  vehicle 
bears  the  California  license  3JTU946. 

THEFT:  Thursday,  June  24,  5:45  p.m.; 
3900  block  of  24th  Street 

A  17-year-old  who  was  already  on  pro¬ 
bation  was  arrested  for  shoplifting  vodka 
at  a  local  market.  He  was  carrying  a  knife, 
which  he  apparently  dropped  in  the  park¬ 
ing  lot.  He  also  dropped  the  vodka.  A  ca¬ 
reer  in  crime  is  not  for  everyone. 

Recovered  Vehicle:  Thursday,  June 
24, 11:30  p.m.;  500  block  of  Day  Street 

A  gray  1989  Ford  Probe  belonging  to 
a  Mission  Street  resident  was  recovered 
on  Day  Street.  The  automobile  was  re¬ 
turned  to  its  owner  in  apparently  good 
condition. 

BURGLARY:  Between  2  and  3:30  p.m., 
Sunday,  June  27;  1400  block  of  Castro 
Street 

A  Castro  Street  resident  reported  that 
someone  stole  a  number  of  items  from  her 
home,  including  a  camera,  a  laptop  com¬ 
puter,  and  some  coins.  She  had  only 
locked  the  knob  of  her  door  while  away 
from  the  house,  and  police  determined 
that  to  be  the  point  of  entry  and  exit. 

BURGLARY:  Between  7  p.m.,  Sunday, 
June  27,  and  4  p.m.,  Sunday,  July  4;  400 
block  of  28th  Street 

A  couple  returned  from  vacation  to  dis¬ 
cover  that  their  home  had  been  burglar¬ 
ized.  A  number  of  items  were  taken,  in¬ 
cluding  jewelry  and  a  laptop  computer. 

Theft  of  Vehicle:  Between  10  p.m., 
Wednesday,  June  30,  and  2  p.m.,  Satur¬ 
day,  July  3;  1600  block  of  Noe  Street 

A  gray,  four-door  1990  Toyota  Camry 
was  stolen  from  Noe  Street.  The  car  bears 
the  California  license  4WWR040. 

Theft  of  Vehicle:  Between  li  p.m.. 


Armed  Robbers  Target 
Radio  Shack 

Armed  Robbery:  10:27  p.m., 
Friday,  June  25;  4000  block  of 
24th  Street 

Robbers  terrified  two  local  em¬ 
ployees  and  made  off  with  several 
bags  of  electronics  during  an  armed 
robbery  of  the  Radio  Shack  store  on 
24th  Street  near  Castro. 

As  the  employees  were  closing 
the  shop  on  Friday  evening,  June 
25,  two  men  entered  the  store  and 
threatened  them  with  semi-auto¬ 
matic  handguns.  They  ordered  the 
men  to  turn  off  the  lights  and  load 
lOto  151arge  bags  with  store  equip¬ 
ment,  including  cell  phones,  digital 
cameras,  and  portable  televisions. 

The  robbers  passed  the  merchan¬ 
dise  to  a  third  person,  who  loaded 
the  bags  into  a  vehicle  parked  out¬ 
side.  They  did  not  have  time  to  load 
all  the  bags  because  the  thieves  ac¬ 
cidentally  activated  an  emergency 
fire  alarm,  which  they  feared  might 
summon  the  police.  The  suspects 
then  ordered  the  employees  into  the 
bathroom  and  secured  their  hands 
and  feet  with  twist-ties. 

One  man  was  able  to  break  free 
and  call  91 1  after  the  suspects  left. 
Fortunately,  neither  of  the  victims 
was  physically  injured. 

— Erin  O’ B riant 


Wednesday,  June  30,  and  11  a.m.,  Thurs¬ 
day,  July  1;  1400  block  of  Dolores  Street 

A  Dolores  Street  resident  reported  his 
gray  1 989  Toyota  Landcruiser  stolen.  The 
vehicle  bears  the  California  license 
4FBL613. 

BURGLARY:  Between  10:30  a.m.,  Thurs¬ 
day,  July  1,  and  2  a.m.,  Monday,  July  12; 
4100  block  of  26th  Street 

Several  items  were  stolen  from  a  26th 
Street  apartment  while  the  resident  was 
away,  including  a  remote  control  racecar, 
Nintendo  controller  and  games,  and  a 
bike  frame.  Strangely,  the  bed  was  also  in 
disarray,  and  there  was  a  footprint  on  a 
throw  pillow. 

Theft  of  Vehicle:  Between  ii:30 
p.m.,  Thursday,  July  1,  and  8:30  a.m., 
Friday,  July  2;  Hill  and  Castro  streets 

A  red,  four-door  1996  Saturn  SL1  was 
reported  stolen  by  a  Castro  Street  resi¬ 
dent.  The  vehicle  bears  the  California  li¬ 
cense  4JGV991. 

BURGLARY:  Between  8:40  a.m.  and  5:30 
p.m.,  Friday,  July  2;  1300  block  of  Noe 
Street 

A  Noe  Street  woman  discovered  that 
her  house  had  been  robbed  while  she  was 
gone  for  the  day.  The  unknown  suspect 
took  $  1 ,000  in  cash  and  a  gold  coin  val¬ 
ued  at  $400. 

BURGLARY:  Between  5:10  and  11  p.m., 
Friday,  July  2;  4200  block  of  26th  Street 

A  woman  returned  home  to  find  sev¬ 
eral  items  stolen,  including  laptop  com¬ 
puters  and  a  video  camera.  Several  items 
of  jewelry  were  also  missing. 

BURGLARY:  Between  11  p.m.,  Friday, 

July  2,  and  7  a.m,  Saturday,  July  3;  a 
restaurant  on  the  4000  block  of  24th 
Street 

The  janitor  of  a  local  restaurant  arrived 
at  work  on  a  Saturday  morning  to  dis¬ 
cover  that  the  back  door  of  the  establish¬ 
ment  was  open  and  the  door  to  the  man¬ 
ager’s  office  had  been  kicked  in.  An 
unused  safe  was  stolen:  the  safe  with 
money  in  it  was  undisturbed. 
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Access  over  700,000  songs  for  download  with 
RCN  InterAction  Music  and  enjoy  Internet  gaming  with  RCN 
I  InterAction  Games,  try  them  for  just  $1  each  for  the  first  month! 


RCN  ESSENTIALS®  Cl 

RCN  POWER9"  Cl 

Digital  Cable  TV 

•  82  Channels 

Internet 

•  MegaModem  Mach  5s" 

•  Download  Speeds  up  to  5  Mbps 

Digital  Cable  TV 

•  CHOOSE  1  premium  channel 

•  Subscription  Video  ON-DEMAND 

•  82  Channels 

•  31  Digital  Vision  Channels 

•  45  Channels  of  Digital  Music 

•  Access  to  Impulse8*  ON-DEMAND 

Internet 

*1  Ooff/month  plus  FREE  upgrade  to 

•  MegaModem  Mach  5s" 

•  Download  Speeds  up  to  5  Mbps 

*1 5off/month  plus  FREE  upgrade  to 

MegaModem  Mach  7  for  12  months 

MegaModem  Mach  7  for  12  months 

Current  promotional  price: 

Cu.rent  promotional  price: 

7  0/month* 

S86„ 

WWW.RCN.COM 

1 .866.820.7355 

The  Live  Wire. 

•Special  monthly  discount  is  good  for  12  months  of  service  (depending  on  bundle  chosen),  thereafter,  regular  monthly  fees  apply.  Prices  subject  to  change  RCN 
bundle  offer  expires  09/30/04  and  is  good  for  first-time  RCN  bundle  customers  only.  Free  installation  applies  to  pre-wtred  jacks  in  good  working  condition 

Additional  charges  apply  to  new  or  moved  phone  jacks  and  may  apply  for  additional  cable  outlets  as  well  as  custom  or  nonstandard  installation  and  repair  work 

A  converter  6  required  for  all  premwm  services.  One  converter  included  with  Power  0  subscriptions  MegaModem  Mach  7  is  included  in  the  Essentials  Cl  and 

Power  Cl  bundles  for  the  first  12  months  of  service:  thereafter,  an  additional  monthly  fee  will  be  assessed  Regional  calling  areas  apply  LATA  boundaries  may 
apply  Caller  ID  box  no!  included  Check  your  Service  Agreement  and/or  Service  Order  Form  for  additional  terms  and  conditions  or  log  onto  www.rcn.com  No 
substitutions,  if  a  portion  of  the  package  is  canceled  (by  customer  voluntarily  or  due  to  non-payment),  remaining  service  charges  will  revert  to  a  la  carte  rates 

Subject  to  taxes,  franchise  fees  or  other  government- imposed  charges  or  fees  All  sales  are  subject  to  a  credit  check  and  may  require  a  pre  payment  of  services 
Other  restrictions  may  apply.  O  2004  RCN  Telecom  Services,  toe  Al  rights  reserved  SFNWSEP) 
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Case  of  the  Revolving  Satums 

RECOVERED  Vehicle:  9:16  p.m.,  Friday,  July  2;  25th  and  Vicksburg  streets 
Speed  dealers  and  car  thieves  indulged  in  a  game  of  musical  Satums  in  late 
June  and  early  July.  A  man  who  was  housesitting  for  a  Vicksburg  Street  home- 
owner  let  his  drug  dealer  stay  with  him  for  a  few  days.  A  friend  of  the  drug  dealer 
then  stole  the  homeowner’s  black  Saturn  from  the  driveway. 

When  the  housesitter  demanded  that  the  dealer’s  friend  return  the  Saturn,  he 
agreed — but  brought  a  green  car  instead  of  a  black  one.  By  this  time,  the  drug 
dealer  had  been  barred  from  the  Vicksburg  house,  so  he  stole  a  white  Saturn  to 
sleep  in,  using  his  friend’s  Saturn  master  key. 

Police  later  arrested  both  the  dealer  and  the  housesitter  in  the  white  Saturn. 
The  black  Saturn  was  retrieved  from  a  towing  company.  The  green  Saturn  was 
removed  by  police.  The  dealer’s  friend  was  last  seen  driving  a  maroon  Saturn. 

— Erin  O' B riant 
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BURGLARY:  Between  7:30  p.m.,  Satur¬ 
day,  July  3,  and  3  a.m.,  Sunday,  July  4; 
4200  block  of  24th  Street 

A  woman  returned  home  after  an 
evening  out  to  discover  her  kitchen  win¬ 
dow  open  and  her  cat  running  around  out¬ 
side  her  house.  Several  items  were  taken, 
including  a  laptop  computer  and  three 
rings.  The  woman  said  she  had  forgotten 
to  lock  her  kitchen  window. 

Possible  Arson:  3:21  a.m.,  Monday, 
July  5;  28th  and  Diamond  streets 

Police  responded  to  a  call  of  a  vehicle 
fire.  Firefighters  were  already  on  the 
scene  and  had  extinguished  a  fire  in  a 
cream-colored  Chevrolet  van.  The  entire 
vehicle  was  burned,  and  the  cause  of  the 
fire  was  unknown. 

THEFT:  Between  1  and  7  a.m.,  Tuesday, 
July  6;  Dolores  and  26th  streets 

An  unknown  suspect  broke  into  a  ve¬ 
hicle  and  stole  several  items,  including 
CDs,  a  baseball  cap,  and  a  Swiss  Army 
knife.  - 

Theft  of  Vehicle:  Between  8  a.m., 
Tuesday,  July  6,  and  11:30  a.m.,  Wednes¬ 
day,  July  7;  200  block  of  Day  Street 
A  Day  Street  resident  reported  her  mo¬ 
torcycle,  bearing  the  California  license 
14V5771,  stolen  from  near  her  home. 


Theft  of  Vehicle:  Between  10  p.m., 
Tuesday,  July  6,  and  9  a.m.,  Wednesday, 
July  7;  1700  block  of  Sanchez  Street 

A  black  1998  Honda  Civic  was  stolen 
from  Sanchez  Street.  The  vehicle  bears 
the  California  license  4CPK793. 

THEFT:  Between  11:30  p.m.,  Tuesday, 

July  6,  and  6:30  a.m.,  Wednesday,  July  7; 
1300  block  of  Douglass  Street 
A  woman  reported  that  an  unknown 
suspect  broke  into  her  Toyota  Tacoma 
pickup  truck.  Stolen  items  included  a 
camera  and  memory  cards. 

Recovered  Vehicle:  9  a.m.,  Wednes¬ 
day,  July  7;  400  block  of  29th  Street 

A  stolen  blue  1993  Saturn  belonging  to 
a  Daly  City  resident  was  discovered  on 
29th  Street.  The  vehicle  was  sent  to  the 
Auto  Return  department. 

THEFT:  11:50  a.m.,  Wednesday,  July  7; 
3900  block  of  24th  Street 

A  man  was  arrested  for  stealing  a  sand¬ 
wich,  a  bag  of  potato  chips,  a  bag  of  Dori- 
tos,  and  three  doughnuts  from  a  local  gro¬ 


cery  store.  He  had  been  arrested  in  May 
for  a  similar  crime. 

BURGLARY:  Between  7:30  p.m.,  Thurs¬ 
day,  July  8,  and  4:30  p.m.,  Friday,  July  9; 
500  block  of  Clipper  Street 

An  unknown  suspect  stole  tools  from 
a  house  on  Clipper  Street.  Missing  items 
included  a  power  saw,  table  saw,  power 
buffer,  and  power  drill. 

BURGLARY:  Between  10  p.m.,  Thursday, 
July  8,  and  4  p.m.,  Monday,  July  12;  1400 
block  of  Dolores  Street 

A  Dolores  Street  woman  reported  that 
her  vehicle  was  stolen  from  the  locked 
garage  in  her  apartment  building.  No 
forcible  entry  was  evident.  The  missing 
vehicle  is  a  maroon  1 996  Ford  Explorer 
station  wagon  and  bears  the  California  li¬ 
cense  3RSW306. 

Theft  of  Vehicle:  Between  3  a.m., 
Saturday,  July  10,  and  10:30  p.m.,  Sunday, 
July  11;  Chattanooga  and  24th  streets 
A  24th  Street  woman  reported  her 
brown  1985  Toyota  van  stolen.  The  vehi¬ 


cle  bears  the  California  license  5CPT874. 

THEFT:  Between  3  and  6  a.m.,  Sunday, 
July  1 1 :  600  block  of  27th  Street 

An  unknown  suspect  stole  a  car  stereo 
from  a  Honda  Accord  parked  on  27th 
Street.  There  was  damage  to  the  passen¬ 
ger  door  lock. 

BURGLARY:  Between  8  a.m.  and  1  p.m, 
Monday,  July  12;  1500  block  of  Noe 
Street 

A  woman  reported  that  a  laptop  com¬ 
puter,  camera,  and  leather  purse  were 
stolen  from  her  home.  There  were  no 
signs  of  forcible  entry,  but  police  deter¬ 
mined  that  suspects  could  have  entered 
and  left  through  windows  that  were  left 
unlocked.  No  suspect  has  been  found. 

THEFT:  Between  7  p.m.,  Monday,  July 
12,  and  11:50  a.m.,  Thursday,  July  15;  500 
block  of  30th  Street 

A  29th  Street  resident  reported  that  an 
unknown  suspect  broke  into  his  parked 
Honda  Accord  and  stole  his  stereo,  $20 
in  cash,  and  a  multifunction  tool.  The  pas¬ 
senger  side  door  had  been  pried  open. 

BURGLARY:  Between  3  and  11  a.m., 
Tuesday,  July  13;  200  block  of  30th 
Street 

A  30th  Street  resident  reported  that  his  v 
garage  was  forcibly  opened  and  his  bicy¬ 
cle  stolen  during  the  night.  He  had  heard 
a  noise  at  3  a.m.  but  did  not  suspect  crim¬ 
inal  activity.  The  suspect  is  unknown. 

Theft:  Between  10:30  p.m.,  Wednesday, 
July  14,  and  8:30  a.m.,  Thursday,  July  15; 
29th  and  Noe  streets 

A  woman  reported  that  the  faceplate  of 
her  car  stereo  was  stolen  overnight. 
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3  PAOLI  &  Geerhart 


ATTORNEYS  AT  LAW 
telephone:  (415)  575-9740 
website:  www.PaoliGeerhart.com 


« We  are  trial  lawyers  specializing  in  serious  personal  injury  /  wrongful  death 
matters,  including  automobile,  product  liability,  industrial  accidents,  trip  and 
fall,  and  malpractice  (medical,  dental  or  legal). 

•  The  insurance  companies  know  we  try  cases  which  result  in  better 
settlements  for  you. 

>  Free  consultation. 

•  Cases  handled  on  contingent  fee:  no  recovery,  no  fee. 

•  Chuck  Geerhart  is  a  longtime  Noe  Valley  /  Sunnyside  area  resident  since  1990. 

425  DIVISADERO  STREET,  SUITE  303 
SAN  FRANCISCO,  CA  94117 
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May  we  remind  you  that  we  offer  convenience, 
friendly  service,  moderate  prices  and  the  finest 
quality  products. 

Please  support  your  Noe  Valley  neighborhood 
businesses.  Thank  you! 
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(fffewi* 

(Formerly  Noe’s  Nest  Bed  and  Breakfast ) 

Serving  Noe  Valley  -  and  very  soon  - 
other  surrounding  neighborhoods 


After  twenty  years  of  providing  a  warm  and  unique  lodging 
experience  for  residents  and  visitors  to  San  Francisco’s  Noe  Valley, 
Noe’s  Nest  is  now  expanding  our  services  and  is  pleased  to  be 
offering  a  variety  of  new  accommodation  options  in  one  of 
the  city’s  finest  and  friendliest  neighborhoods. 

We  will  maintain  our  “local  family  and  friends”  connection 
while  offering  a  variety  of  comfortable  accommodations  in  both 
bed  &  breakfasts  or  apartments  for  short  or  long  term  stays. 

Vacation  travelers,  as  well  as  business  and 
corporate  visitors  will  enjoy  our  “home  away  from  home” 
alternative  to  the  impersonal  hotel  experience. 


Call 

415-821-0751 

For  Reservations 
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Theft  of  Vehicle:  Between  11:30 
p.m.,  Wednesday,  July  14,  and  6:45  a.m., 
Thursday,  July  15;  Castro  and  29th 
streets 

A  29th  Street  man  reported  his  silver 
1999  Honda  Civic  stolen.  The  vehicle 
bears  the  California  license  5GSH513. 

Burglary:  Between  10  a.m.,  Thursday, 
July  15,  and  10:30  a.m.,  Sunday,  July  25; 
4200  block  of  24th  Street 

A  woman  returned  from  vacation  to 
discover  that  someone  had  broken  the 
lock  on  her  family-room  window  and  that 
her  back  door  was  unlocked.  A  laptop 
computer,  computer  monitor,  and  Palm 
Pilot  were  taken. 

BURGLARY:  Between  5  p.m.,  Thursday, 
July  15,  and  8:25  a.m.,  Friday,  July  16; 
1000  block  of  Sanchez  Street 
An  unknown  suspect  broke  into  a  local 
church,  damaging  the  frame  of  a  closet 
door  and  stealing  over  $1,000  worth  of 
microphones  and  microphone  clips. 
Nothing  else  was  taken. 

BURGLARY:  Between  9:30  a.m.  and  10:30 
p.m.,  Thursday,  July  15;  4000  block  of 
26th  Street 

A  26th  Street  resident  left  for  a  day  trip 
and  returned  to  find  his  iPod,  Camcorder, 
and  laptop  computer  missing.  He  said  he 
often  left  his  back  door  unsecured.  No  ev¬ 
idence  of  forced  entry  was  found  and  the 
suspect  is  unknown. 

Malicious  Mischief:  6  p.m.,  Thurs¬ 
day,  July  15;  3800  block  of  24th  Street 

The  owner  of  a  residence  on  24th  Street 
reported  that  the  right  front  window  of  the 
building  had  been  scratched  with  a  sharp 
object.  The  suspect  is  unknown. 

THEFT:  Between  1:30  p.m.,  Friday,  July 
16,  and  10:30  a.m.,  Sunday,  July  18;  600 
block  of  29th  Street 

A  man  reported  that  two  digital  cam¬ 
eras  were  missing  from  his  house.  Other 


HOW  TO  CONTACT  THE  SFPD 

oe  Valley  residents  and  merchants 
are  welcome  to  attend  police-com¬ 
munity  meetings  held  monthly  in  both 
the  Mission  and  Ingleside  police  dis¬ 
tricts.  The  next  meeting  at  Mission  Sta¬ 
tion  will  be  Tuesday,  Sept.  28,  6  p.m.,  at 
630  Valencia  Street  near  1 7th  Street.  The 
next  Ingleside  meeting  will  be  Tuesday, 
Sept.  21,  7  p.m.,  at  Ingleside  Station,  1 
Sgt.  John  Young  Lane,  off  the  2000  block 
of  San  Jose  Avenue. 

Meanwhile,  those  who  live  or  work 
north  of  Cesar  Chavez  Street  (within  the 
Mission  Police  District)  may  report  re¬ 
curring  problems  by  phoning  Mission  I 
Station  at  558-5400  or  e-mailing  SFPD 
MissionStation@ci.sf.ca.us.  To  report 
anonymously  on  drugs,  gangs,  or  other 
crimes,  call  the  nontraceable  hotline  at 
558-5452. 

Residents  and  merchants  in  “outer” 
Noe  Valley — south  of  Cesar  Chavez 
Street — may  contact  Ingleside  Station 
by  calling  404-4000  or  e-mailing  SFPD 
InglesideStation@ci.sf.ca.us. 

To  report  a  crime  in  progress,  call  911. 
(Cell  phone  users,  dial  553-8090.)  To  talk 
to  San  Francisco  police  about  a  non¬ 
emergency  situation,  call  553-0123. 


valuable  electronics,  however,  were  not 
taken.  There  was  no  sign  of  forced  entry 
and  no  suspect  has  been  found. 

THEFT:  Between  3  p.m.,  Friday,  July  16, 
and  7:30  a.m.,  Monday,  July  19;  21st  and 
Chattanooga  streets 

An  unknown  suspect  broke  into  a 
parked  Honda  Civic  and  stole  the  owner’s 
FasTrak  pass.  The  owner  of  the  car  dis¬ 
covered  a  food  stamp  card  in  the  vehicle, 
which  she  turned  in  to  police. 

BURGLARY:  Between  4:30  p.m.,  Sunday, 
July  18,  and  noon,  Monday,  July  19;  500 
block  of  Jersey  Street 

An  unknown  suspect  stole  everything 
but  the  kitchen  sink  from  a  house  that  was 
for  sale  on  Jersey  Street.  The  owner  of  the 
property  had  removed  his  items  from  the 
home  and  paid  a  real  estate  agent  to 
“stage”  the  house  with  his  own  furnish¬ 
ings  and  decorations,  which  he  valued  at 
$40,000.  Someone  broke  in  and  stole  the 
items,  and  apparently  also  smoked  sev¬ 
eral  cigarettes  before  leaving  the  house. 

BURGLARY:  Between  9  a.m.,  Monday, 
July  19,  and  9  a.m.,  Thursday,  July  22; 

700  block  of  27th  Street 

Several  items  were  stolen  from  a  home 
on  27th  Street.  The  owner  said  that  one 
of  the  top-floor  windows  had  apparently 
been  forced  open.  He  was  not  able  to 
itemize  the  stolen  items  at  the  time  he 
made  the  report.  The  suspect  is  unknown. 

BURGLARY:  Between  7  p.m.,  Monday, 
July  19,  and  1  a.m.,  Tuesday,  July  20;  400 
block  of  29th  Street 

A  woman  reported  that  several  items 
had  been  stolen  from  her  home,  includ¬ 
ing  a  Macintosh  computer,  an  iPod,  and 
jewelry.  A  window  in  her  bedroom  and 
her  patio  door  were  ajar.  The  suspect  is 
unknown. 

ROBBERY:  8:04  a.m.,  Tuesday,  July  20; 
300  block  of  Valley  Street 

A  man  walked  outside  his  Valley  Street 
home  one  morning  to  find  a  homeless 
man  sleeping  in  his  driveway.  He  yelled 
at  the  homeless  man,  telling  him  to  leave. 
He  then  attempted  to  photograph  the  man 
with  a  digital  camera.  The  homeless  man 
took  the  camera  and  ran,  threatening  to 
vandalize  the  Valley  Street  residence 
later.  The  suspect  remains  unknown  and 
unphotographed. 

BURGLARY:  Between  9:30  a.m.  and  4:30 
p.m.,  Tuesday,  July  20;  4300  block  of  25th 
Street 

An  unknown  suspect  burglarized  sev¬ 
eral  apartments  in  the  4300  block  of  25th 
Street  during  the  day  on  July  20.  In  each 
case,  the  suspect  pried  open  the  front 
door,  damaging  the  door  frames.  Valu¬ 
ables  were  taken  from  every  apartment. 

THEFT:  2  p.m.,  Tuesday,  July  20;  4000 
block  of  24th  Street 

A  Noe  Valley  woman  reported  her  lap¬ 
top  computer  missing.  She  believes  it  was 
stolen  by  a  woman  she  hired  to  help  her 
pack  up  some  boxes. 

BURGLARY:  Between  11:30  p.m.,  Tues¬ 
day,  July  20,  and  7:30  a.m.,  Wednesday, 
July  21;  4000  block  of  24th  Street 

An  unknown  suspect  forcibly  gained 
entry  to  a  24th  Street  restaurant,  deacti¬ 
vating  the  alarm  system  and  stealing  a 
computer,  telephone,  and  $2,600  in  cash 
from  a  safe.  The  office  was  also  ran¬ 
sacked. 

Theft  of  Vehicle:  Between  11:30  p.m., 
Tuesday,  July  20,  and  8:15  a.m.,  Wednes¬ 
day,  July  21;  200  block  of  Day  Street 

A  30th  Street  resident  had  her  vehicle 
stolen  from  Day  Street.  The  missing  car 
is  a  blue  1997  Honda  Civic  bearing  the 
California  license  4MZZ329. 


Theft  OF  Vehicle:  4:30  p.m.,  Thurs¬ 
day,  July  22;  Noe  and  23rd  streets 

A  Noe  resident  reported  her  black  1 996 
Honda  Civic  stolen  from  the  comer  of 
Noe  and  23rd  streets.  The  vehicle  bears 
the  California  license  5FHD380. 

THEFT:  Between  9  p.m.,  Thursday,  July 
22,  and  12:30  a.m.,  Friday,  July  23;  1700 
block  of  Church  Street 

A  Church  Street  resident  reported  that 
a  friend  of  hers  stole  her  wallet  after 
spending  time  at  her  house.  The  man 
called  after  he  left  the  house  to  say  he  had 
accidentally  taken  the  wallet  and  claimed 
he  would  return  it  the  next  day.  He  sub¬ 
sequently  attempted  to  make  several 
charges  on  the  woman’s  credit  card  and 
did  not  return  it. 

BURGLARY:  Between  7:30  a.m.,  Satur¬ 
day,  July  24,  and  10  p.m.,  Sunday,  July 
25;  200  block  of  Duncan  Street 

A  Duncan  Street  couple  returned  from 
a  weekend  in  Los  Angeles  to  discover  that 
items  had  been  stolen  from  their  home, 
including  jewelry,  an  iPod,  and  a  PlaySta¬ 
tion  video  game  player.  Their  patio  door 
was  ajar.  The  suspect  is  unknown. 

THEFT:  Between  12:25  a.m.  and  11:09 
a.m.,  Saturday,  July  24;  1300  block  of 
Castro  Street 

A  woman  reported  that  her  bicycle, 
which  had  been  strapped  to  her  vehicle 
with  bungee  cords,  was  stolen.  The  sus¬ 
pect  is  unknown. 

BURGLARY:  Between  5:30  a.m.,  Monday, 
July  26,  and  5  p.m.,  Wednesday,  July  28; 
3900  block  of  26th  Street 

A  woman  returned  from  a  business  trip 
to  discover  that  several  valuable  items  of 
jewelry,  as  well  as  a  digital  camera  and 
other  electronics,  were  missing  from  her 
home.  Neighbors  said  they  had  seen  the 


woman’s  rear  door  open,  and  had  closed 
it  when  they  realized  she  was  not  home. 

THEFT:  Between  7  p.m.,  Tuesday,  July  27, 
and  7  a.m.,  Wednesday,  July  28;  Alvarado 
and  Douglass  streets 

A  Douglass  Street  man  reported  that 
the  top  of  his  convertible  was  slashed  and 
several  items  stolen,  including  coins  and 
a  coin  holder  and  five  CDs. 

THEFT:  Between  10:30  p.m.,  Tuesday, 
July  27,  and  8  a.m.,  Wednesday,  July  28; 
Church  Street  between  Clipper  and  26th 
streets 

Clothes,  sunglasses,  and  a  brake  pedal 
were  stolen  from  a  car  parked  overnight 
on  Church  Street.  The  suspect  is  unknown. 

Malicious  Mischief:  Between  12:30 
and  1  p.m.,  Friday,  July  30;  3800  block  of 
26th  Street 

A  local  landlord  illegally  cut  down  a 
tree  in  front  of  his  property  on  26th  Street. 
The  person  reporting  the  crime  wished  to 
remain  anonymous,  for  fear  of  retaliation. 
Police  found  a  chainsaw  with  wood  chips 
on  it  and  booked  it  into  evidence. 

The  Voice  thanks  Mission  Police  Station 
Captain  Greg  Corrales  and  Ingleside  Po¬ 
lice  Officer  Mike  Smith  for  providing  the 
incident  reports  for  this  month’s  Police 
Beat.  The  reports  were  summarized  by 
Erin  O’ B riant. 


re  heard  Jerry  Falwell 
on  Larry  King  Live  and  know  all  you 
need  to  know  about  Christian  Values? 


Think  you  know  enough  about  being  a 
Christian  not  to  want  to  be  one? 


THINK  AGAIN! 


Think  about  a  community  of  faith ...  O 


o 


•  where  God's  inclusive  love  includes  EVERYONE. 

•  where  Jesus  calls  us  to  justice,  not  judgement  ^ 

■  where  whatever  your  family  looks  like,  we  have  values  for  you. 

•  where  we  offer  not  just  answers  but  a  place  to  ask  questions.  O 
•  where  no  matter  where  you  are  oh  your  journey  of  faith,  O 
you  are  welcome  at  the  table.  o 

o° 

Think  about  Holy  Innocents1 
Episcopal  Church. 


Thinking  you  want  to  know  more? 

Join  us  for  viamedia:  An  Invitation  to  Christian  Community 
An  8-week  exploration  of  Christian  faith  and  the  Episcopal  Church 
beginning  Thursday,  October  7. 

For  more  information: 

415  515  0425 
vicar@holyinsf.org 

[via 

media 

l (u. 
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Grand  Opening 

Noe  Valley  Nails 

1484  Church  Street  at  th  e  corner  of  27th  Street 
415.920.8923 


Pedicure 

Manicure 

Feet  or  Shoulder 
Massage 

Waxing  and 
Eyelash  Tinting 

Full  Set 
or  Fill  In 


Come  enjoy  our 
new  Spa  Chairs 
with  built-in 
hip  and  back 
massage  and 
whirlpool 


Special  Summer  Prices 

Manicure  and  Pedicure  $13 
Manicure,  Pedicure  and  Spa  $18 


Also  visit  us  at  Angel  Nails 

1602  Church  Street  at  28th  Street 
415.282.6245 

Walk-ins  Welcome  •  Gift  Certificates  Available 


HOURS  FOR  BOTH  LOCATIONS: 

Mon.  -  Fri.  9  a.m.  to  7:30  p.m. 

SAT.  9  a.m.  to  7  p.m.  •  SUN.  10  a.m.  to  7  p.m. 


Dtti 


To 


IlDFUL  1  OUCH 


Therapeutic  Massage 

Reiki,  Swedish.  Shiatsu 
Deep  Tissue,  Hot  Stone, 
Aromatherapy 

Hospice  and  Home  Care 

Appointments  Available 
Mon-Thurs  gam  -  spm 
fri-Sat  10am  -  ?pm 

Appointments  are 
approximately  t  i/j  hrs. 

Fees  are  based  on  modality . 
Sliding  scale  for  those  in  need 


Hello,  my  name  is  Star  and  I  would  like  to  introduce 
myself  to  you.  I  am  a  Dancer,  happiest  when  i  am  fully 
in  my  body.  I  am  a  Hospice  Care  Giver,  I  am  honored  to 
be  a  midwife  to  the  dying.  I  am  Massage  Therapist,  a 
better  profession  I  couldn't  imagine.  And  most 
importantly  I  am  Mother  to  my  young  son  who  often 
acts  as  my  receptionist. 

After  living  and  practicing  massage  in  Bernal  Heights 
for  the  past  eight  years  I  have  recently  moved  into  the 
West  Portal  District.  I  have  once  again  created  a  warm 
■healing  sanctuary  which  I  look  forward  to  sharing 
with  you.  I  am  excited  about  establishing  a  rich  and 
rewarding  clientele  as  well  as  making  new  friends.  I 
offer  a  luxurious  Therapeutic  Massage  consisting 
primarily  of  Swedish.  Reiki,  and  Deep  Tissue  with  Thai 
like  stretches  and  Long  esalan  like  strokes.  I  also  offer 
sessions  in  Hot  Stone .  Shiatsu,  and  Aromatherapy. 
These  techniques,  v years  experience  and  my  natural 
intuitive  abilities  will  result  in  a  session  that  you  will 
not  regret 


I 


You  will  appreciate  coming  to  my  studio  and  having  a 
no  rush  environment,  added  with  my  undivided 
attention  you  will  be  wanting  to  establishing  a  long 
term  relationship. 

Interested  in  either  regular  appointments  or  an 
^  occasional  visit?  Please  give  me  a  call. 

Star 

415.706.0139 

Located  in  West  Portal  District  Let's  wort  together  to  make  a  package  to  your  hktnq 


Gift  Certificates  available ! 


NOE  VALLEY 

Make  it  Yours 


Call  Dan  Gregg  415.229.1219 

Noe  Valley  Resident  for  30  years 


Whether  it’s  residential  homes,  new  construction, 
investment  property  or  a  live/work  loft,  we  can 
help  you. 


Shany  Suzanne  Dan 


I  work  with  Suzanne 
Gregg,  and  we  are 
at  your  service  for 
all  your  real  estate 
needs. 

Please  call  or  visit 
our  website  to  find 
out  more. 

www.lnvestSF.com 


ATRI 


COLDUUGLL 
BANKCR  □ 
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UnBuilding  the 
Planning  Department 

Policy  wonks,  take  note:  At  its  next 
meeting  on  Thursday,  Sept.  9,  the  Friends 
of  Noe  Valley  will  host  a  presentation  by 
members  of  the  San  Francisco  Planning 
and  Urban  Research  Association  (SPUR) 
and  the  San  Francisco  chapter  of  the 
American  Institute  of  Architects  (AIA). 
The  two  groups  will  present  a  paper  they 
co-wrote,  “Planning  the  City’s  Future:  An 
Agenda  for  Change,”  which  summarizes 
their  recent  9/1 1  Commission-like  analy¬ 
sis  of  the  city’s  Planning  and  Building  In¬ 
spection  departments. 

Rather  than  specific  zoning  trends  or 
demolition  battles,  the  analysis  focuses 
on  the  inner  workings  of  our  creaky  and 
somewhat  entrenched  planning  bureau¬ 
cracy.  “We’re  trying  to  look  at  the  city  in 
a  comprehensive  way  and  get  people  to 
think  more  about  the  system  itself,”  says 
Alan  Martinez,  a  board  member  of  AIA 
who  was  involved  in  the  project.  “It’s  a 
benefit  to  everyone  to  examine  how  the 
departments  work  or  don’t  work  and  see 
what  solutions  are  possible.” 

Among  the  group’s  recommendations 
for  change  are  conducting  a  national 
search  for  a  new  planning  director;  clari¬ 
fying  the  division  of  labor  between  the 
Planning  Commission,  the  Mayor’s  Of¬ 
fice,  the  Board  of  Supervisors,  and  oth¬ 
ers;  holding  departments  accountable  for 
finishing  work  on  time  and  within  bud¬ 
get;  and  accommodating  the  views  of 
neighborhood  residents,  a?-  a  way  of 
restoring  faith  in  the  planning  process. 

The  Friends  of  Noe  Valley  meeting  will 
be  open  to  all  neighbors  and  will  start  at 
7:30  p.m.  at  the  Noe  Valley-Sally  Brunn 
Library,  45 1  Jersey  Street.  If  you  want  to 
bone  up  beforehand,  the  paper  is  posted 
on  SPUR’s  web  site  at  www.spur.org. 

Let  Your  Fingers  Do  the  Pickin' 

There’s  a  plucky  new  orchestra  rehears¬ 
ing  at  the  Noe  Valley  Ministry  on  Thurs¬ 
day  evenings  from  7:30  to  9  p.m.  It’s  a 
plucked-string  orchestra,  consisting  main¬ 
ly  of  mandolins,  with  a  bit  of  guitar,  man- 
dola,  and  harp  thrown  in  for  good  measure. 

The  Mandolin  Orchestra,  which  cur¬ 
rently  has  about  a  dozen  members,  is  the 
brainchild  of  musician  and  teacher  Nicola 
1  Swinburne.  “I  give  private  mandolin 
lessons,  but  the  private  lessons  are  only 
worth  doing  if  people  have  somewhere  to 
take  the  music.  I  needed  to  provide  a 
place  where  people  could  just  play  and 
enjoy  the  music  with  others,”  she  says. 

Swinburne  is  introducing  orchestra 
members  to  folk  music  from  all  over  the 
world,  including  Italy,  Spain,  Greece,  and 
France.  A  goal  for  the  group  is  to  perform 
at  small  concerts,  festivals,  and  wineries. 

The  orchestra  is  coached  by  Swinburne 
and  costs  $15  per  session.  She  is  also  of¬ 
fering  a  music  reading  class  for  mandolin 


Ceremony  J-felp! 

Pra&tLwMy  Vwf&ct 

Wedding' &  Commitment 
Ceremonies: 

Your  guide  to  finding  the  right  words. 

The  indispensible  guide-book  tor  planning  and 
creating  a  personal,  memorable  wedding 
ceremony. 

On  sale  in  September!  Reserve  your  copy  now. 
Local  author  available  for  consultation  and 
officiation. 

Angel  Stork  •  415-285-2571 
angelstork@yahoo.com 


and  violin  players  from  7:30  to  8:30  p.m. 
on  Wednesdays,  from  Sept.  8  through  29. 
The  fee  is  $60  for  the  four-session  series. 
Classes  will  meet  at  1021  Sanchez  Street. 

To  learn  more  about  this  musical  ad¬ 
venture,  visit  www.mandolinserenude.com 
or  call  Swinburne  at  647-6491. 

Motown  in  the  Park 

When  was  the  last  time  you  attended  a 
free  concert  in  Douglass  Park?  You’ll  have 
your  chance  on  Saturday,  Sept.  1 1 ,  thanks 
to  the  San  Francisco  Parks  Trust,  the  San 
Francisco  Recreation  and  Park  Depart¬ 
ment,  and  the  recently  formed  24th  Street 
Revitalization  Committee,  a  group  within 
Friends  of  Noe  Valley  that  is  drumming 
up  support  for  the  neighborhood. 

From  3  to  5  p.m.,  the  park  will  be  jam¬ 
ming  to  the  sounds  of  Motown  recording 
artist  Edna  Love,  along  with  other  special 
guests.  On  the  sidelines  will  be  the  Noe 
Valley  Democratic  Club,  the  24th  Street 
revitalization  group,  the  Parks  Trust,  and 
other  organizations  hoping  to  introduce 
their  work  to  the  neighborhood.  Wine  and 
food  will  also  be  available,  for  a  donation. 

“Come  and  pack  a  picnic  for  a  sunny 
September  afternoon  in  a  beautiful  Noe 
Valley  park.  It’ll  be  great  fun  for  every¬ 
one — families,  singles,  old,  and  young,” 
says  Cynthia  Hogan,  one  of  the  event’s 
organizers  and  a  member  of  the  revital¬ 
ization  committee.  “This  is  our  first  offi¬ 
cial  event,  and  we  would  love  to  make  it 
an  annual  event.  Our  neighborhood's 
wonderful  sense  of  community  is  due  in 
part  to  the  vitality  of  24th  Street.  We  are 
dedicating  our  efforts  to  see  that  this  is  not 
lost,”  she  adds. 

The  concert  will  be  held  in  Lower  Dou¬ 
glass  Park,  also  known  as  Douglass  Play¬ 
ground,  whose  entrance  is  located  at  Dou¬ 
glass  and  26th  streets.  Want  to  volunteer? 
Call  206-0601. 

Help  Tend  the  Farmers'  Market 

The  Noe  Valley  Fanners’  Market  doesn’t 
yet  sell  meat,  but  it  needs  fresh  blood — 
in  the  form  of  volunteers,  that  is.  It  oper¬ 
ates  Saturday  mornings  on  24th  Street 
from  8  a.m.  to  noon  and  offers  local  shop¬ 
pers  an  array  of  seasonal  organic  fruits 
and  vegetables.  For  volunteers,  it  pro¬ 
vides  an  opportunity  to  contribute  to  a 
growing  neighborhood  institution. 

“Working  at  the  market  really  expands 
your  idea  of  what  a  community  is.  You  get 
to  know  who  your  neighbors  are,  and 
you’re  helping  something  that’s  impor¬ 
tant  to  the  community,”  says  Leslie  Craw¬ 
ford,  a  member  of  the  collective  that  got 
the  market  off  the  ground  last  December. 

While  membership  in  the  collective  is 
open,  volunteers  do  not  need  to  join  the 
group  or  attend  its  meetings  to  participate 
in  the  market.  Extra  hands  are  needed  to 
help  set  up  from  about  6:30  to  7:30  a.m., 
to  take  shifts  greeting  people  during  the 
market  itself,  and  to  help  clean  up  from 
about  noon  to  1  p.m. 

If  this  appeals  to  you,  call  John  Fried¬ 
man  at  642-6206.  The  Saturday-only 
market  is  located  in  the  parking  lot  at 
3865  24th  Street  between  Sanchez  and 
Vicksburg  streets. 

Meet  GalaxyGoo's  Guru 

Techies  in  the  know  have  dubbed  Noe 
Valley  resident  Kristin  Henry  a  Flash 
goddess  and  an  action  script  superhero. 
For  the  Luddites  among  us,  Flash  is  a 
powerful  computer-animating  and  pro¬ 
gramming  tool.  Henry  will  be  holding 
court  at  a  book-signing  and  benefit  start¬ 
ing  at  7  p.m.  at  Cover  to  Cover  Book¬ 
sellers  on  Thursday,  Sept.  16.  She  is  one 
of  1 3  contributors  to  the  book  Masters  of 
Flash ,  published  in  August  by  Friends  of 
Ed.  (The  company’s  name  is  “sort  of  an 
unknown  inside  joke,”  says  Henry.) 

Henry  was  tapped  to  contribute  be¬ 
cause  of  her  work  for  the  neuromuscular 
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FAMILY  DENTISTRY 

of  Noe  Valley 

welcomes  new  patients  and  old  friends 

General  and  Cosmetic  Dentistry 
Children  and  Adults 


Dr.  Nisha  Krishnaiah  •  Dr.  Kira  Eldemir 
Dr.  Trung  Pham 


Open  Monday  -  Friday  8  a.m.  -  5  p.m. 
Saturday  by  Appointment 

4162  24th  Street  (between  Castro  and  Diamond) 

415^285^7007 


COLDUieU. 
BANKGR  □ 


Expect  the  best. 


Ready  to  meet  your 
real  estate  needs! 


Buying  or  Selling  -  Call  the  Betty  Taisclt  Team! 
We  Exceed  Your  Expectations!! 

I  offer  you  the  knowledge  and  experience  needed  in  today's  active 
market  -  plus  local,  nationwide  and  international  marketing. 
Call  me  today  to  learn  more. 

Top  1%  Nationally  •  International  President's  Premier 


CRS,  CRB,  ITG,  SRE,  E-PRO 

Broker  Associate 


Q3e tty  ^aisch. 


Certified  Residential  Specialist 
Senior's  Real  Estate  Specialist 

11  year  Noe  Valley  Resident 

(415)  338-0121 

betty@taisch.com  •  www.taisch.com 
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Sue  Bowie 

Real  Estate  Broker 
Noe  Valley  Specialist 

(415)  642-4000 

suebowie@aol.com 

www.SueBowie.com 


Selecting  the  Best  Realtor 
is  the  Most  Important  Decision  You  Will  Make 
in  Buying  or  Selling  Real  Estate 

When  excellence  counts ,  demand  the  very  best l 

•  Full  time  Licensed  Real  Estate  Broker  since  1986 

•  Top  1%  Nationally  and  for  San  Francisco  since  1988 

•  More  than  800  Successfully  Closed  Transactions 

•  Owner  and  Manager  of  5+  Unit  Residential  Income  Properties 

•  Professional  Background  in  Teaching,  Research  and  Counseling 
(M.A.,  Ph.D.,  Psychology,  M.P.H.  Epidemiology,  Public  Health) 

Specializing  in  single  family  homes,  condominiums  and  TICs,  income  properties 
and  1031  exchanges,  trust,  estate  and  probates,  relocation  and  referrals. 

Check  out  the  latest  in  Noe  Valley  at 
www.NoeValleyOnline.com 
a  free  interactive  website  for  Noe  Valley 

Sue  Bowie  (415)  642-4000 

Top  1%  Nationally  suebowie@aol.com 


Prudential 

California  Realty 

677  Portola  Drive,  San  Francisco  94127 
two  blocks  from  Clipper  and  Portola 


CAS 

Construction 

Company 

Lie.  708239 

Kitchens  •  Bathrooms 
Additions  •  Foundations 
General  Construction 

(415)  863-9167 

Serving  the  Bay  Area 
Since  1988 


Need  An  Extra  Pair  of  Hands? 

Call  the  SF  Day  Labor  Program 


We  always  have  workers  available 
for  moving,  gardening,  painting  and 
houseeleaning! 

We  are  a  non-profit  that  connects  indi¬ 
viduals  and  companies  with  experienced 
laborers  for  temporary  jobs.  We  can  send 
workers  to  your  home  or  business  for  as 
little  as  three  hours  or  fill  ongoing  posi¬ 
tions.  Call  during  our  business  hours  to 
obtain  workers  anytime! 

415-252-5375  •r  2S2-SJ76 

men  -  fri,  7am  -  lym.  aat,  7am  -  12  naan 
$12/hr  min,  min  at  3  hr*  yar  jab. 


NEW!  ZIPPY  FOR  PRESIDENT 

T-SHIRT 


Full  Color  on  white  shirt 
100%  Cotton 

Available  in  M,  L,  XL:  $19.95  + 
$5  shipping 

XXL:  $20.95  +  $5  shipping 

Available  from 
zippythepinhead.com 


Or,  send  check  or  MO  to: 
Pinhead  Productions 
PO  Box  88 
Hadlyme  CT 
06439 


★★★★★★★★★★★★ 


Name 


State 


.Zip. 


ZIPPY  FOR  PRESIDENT  T-SHIRT  -  Circle  size(s)  and  #  of  shirts 
you’re  ordering: 


XL 


XXL 


Shipping:  1-3  shirts  $5  /  4-6  shirts  $10 
7  shirts  and  above  $15 

Total  included:  _____ 


HANDMADE  PIZZA  TO  ORDER! 
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junction  simulation,  a  teaching  tool  for 
anatomy  and  physiology  students.  Her 
contribution  to  the  simulation  is  now  in 
the  semifinals  of  the  National  Science 
Foundation’s  science  and  engineering  vi¬ 
sualization  challenge. 

Proceeds  from  this  event  will  go  to 
GalaxyGoo,  a  nonprofit  venture  in  edu¬ 
cation  that  Henry  founded  in  the  late 
1990s.  GalaxyGoo  strives  to  spread  the 
joy  of  science  to  both  students  and  the 
general  public.  Its  web  site  functions  as  a 
combination  community  center,  collabo¬ 
ration  space,  and  gallery  of  experiments 
in  multimedia  and  online  technologies. 

The  evening  will  include  wine-tasting 
and  the  awarding  of  door  prizes,  such  as 
science  kits  from  the  Ark  toy  store. 
“There’s  one  kit  I  actually  want  myself. 
It’s  called  Snap  Circuits,  and  you  can 
build  these  little  electronic  kits.  It’s  for 
ages  8  to  108,”  Henry  says. 

Cover  to  Cover  is  at  1 307  Castro  Street 
at  Jersey  Street.  For  further  details  call  the 
store  at  282-8080. 

An  F-Line  Scavenger  Hunt 

San  Francisco  City  Guides  is  holding 
a  fundraiser  from  noon  to  5  p.m.  on  Sun¬ 
day,  Sept.  19.  Called  the  Great  City 
Guides  Streetcar  Adventure,  it’s  a  scav¬ 
enger  hunt  that  will  highlight  historic 
places  within  an  easy  walk  of  Muni’s  F- 
line  (the  classic  car  line  that  runs  down 
Market  Street  from  the  Castro). 

Amateur  sleuths  will  check  in  at  noon 
at  Koret  Auditorium  in  the  Main  Library 
and  then  form  teams  of  three  to  six  peo¬ 
ple  each.  At  1  p.m.  they  will  test  their 
knowledge  of  San  Francisco  history  by 
finding  answers  to  clues  and  solving  puz¬ 
zles  and  riddles.  The  team  that  turns  in  its 
answer  sheet  on  time  and  with  the  most  cor¬ 
rect  answers  will  be  crowned  the  champs. 

City  Guides,  the  beneficiary  of  this 
event,  is  a  non-profit  organization  with 
more  than  200  trained  volunteers. 
Throughout  the  year,  the  guides  lead  30 
historic  and  architectural  walks  each 
month,  free  of  charge,  in  neighborhoods 
across  the  city,  including  Noe  Valley. 

Tickets  are  $35  until  Sept.  15  and  $40 
thereafter.  For  more  information,  see 
www.sfcityguides.org  or  call  557-4266. 

What  to  Do  on  Those 
Odd  Mondays 

The  Odd  Mondays  lecture/discussion 
series  has  a  diverse  lineup  of  distin¬ 
guished  guests  this  fall.  Now  in  its  third 
year,  the  series  showcases  artists,  ac¬ 
tivists,  and  others  who  have  made  a  valu¬ 
able  contribution  to  society. 

On  Sept.  13,  Manfred  Wolf,  professor 
emeritus  of  English  at  SFSU  and  current 
faculty  member  of  the  Fromm  Institute  at 
University  of  San  Francisco,  will  read 
from  his  literary  works,  including  Albert 
Verwey  and  English  Romanticism ,  Ams¬ 
terdam  :  A  Traveler's  Literary  Compan¬ 
ion.  and  a  recently  completed  memoir. 

Aileen  Hernandez,  current  chair  of  the 
California  Women’s  Agenda,  will  take 
the  podium  on  Sept.  27.  An  expert  on  hu¬ 
man  rights,  civic  activism,  and  race  and 
gender  relations,  Hernandez  was  ap¬ 
pointed  to  the  Equal  Opportunity  Com¬ 
mission  by  President  Lyndon  Johnson. 

Three  poets  and  teachers  will  read  from 
their  work  on  Oct.  25.  They  include 
Rafaella  Del  Bourgo,  author  of  I  Am  Not 
Kissing  You\  Jean  Pumphrey,  who  penned 
Sheltered  at  the  Edge  and  Poetry:  The 
Way  Through  Language ;  and  Leslie 
Scalapino,  author  of  R-Hu,  Goya’s  L.A., 
and  Dahlia  s  Iris ,  among  others. 


Oscar-winning  film  director  Bertram 
Salzman  will  impart  gems  of  wisdom  on 
Nov.  1 .  He  is  the  author  of  Being  a  Bud¬ 
dha  on  Broadway:  Access  the  Power  of 
Your  Naturally  Peaceful  Mind. 

And  on  Nov.  15,  Gerard  Heather,  pro¬ 
fessor  of  political  science  at  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  State  University,  will  provide  a 
presidential  election  wrap-up. 

All  gatherings  begin  at  7  p.m.  and  are 
held  at  the  Noe  Valley  Ministry,  1021 
Sanchez  Street  at  23rd  Street.  Admission 
is  free.  For  those  who’d  like  to  meet  the 
speakers  beforehand,  there  is  a  5:30  p.m. 
no-host  dinner  at  Noe  Valley  Pizza 
Restaurant,  at  24th  and  Sanchez  streets. 
For  further  details,  e-mail  Judith  Levy 
Sender  at  jlsender@webtv.net . 

Dance  and  Drama  for  Youth 

If  your  kid  does  soliloquies  in  the  bath¬ 
tub,  pirouettes  over  to  the  refrigerator,  or 
just  plain  rockets  around  the  house,  some 
nearby  dance  and  drama  programs  are 
ready  to  welcome  your  offspring  this  fall. 

The  youth  dance  program  of  Dance 
Brigade’s  Dance  Mission  Theater  offers 
a  plethora  of  classes  for  toddlers  through 
teens.  Classes  include  tap,  ballet,  modem 
dance,  hip-hop,  samba,  salsa,  jazz,  cre¬ 
ative  movement,  and  dance  for  children 
with  special  needs.  Dance  Mission  The¬ 
ater  is  at  3316  24th  Street,  at  Mission 
Street.  For  more  details  call  273-4633, 
ext.  4,  or  visit  www.dancemission.com. 
Early  registration  is  recommended. 

Meanwhile  Marie  Riccobene  is  giving 
twice-weekly  dramatic  arts  instruction 
for  youths  1 1  and  up  at  the  Noe  Valley 
Ministry,  1021  Sanchez  Street.  Students 
will  have  an  opportunity  to  practice  im¬ 
provisation,  gain  confidence  in  front  of 
groups,  learn  to  recite  contemporary  and 
classic  stories,  and  prepare  for  School  of 
the  Arts,  university,  or  professional  audi¬ 
tions.  Initially  trained  in  several  of  New 
York’s  premier  acting  studios,  Riccobene 
has  been  educating  San  Francisco  youths 
for  a  dozen  years.  Each  session  of  28 
classes  is  $560.  Call  647-1456  for  details. 

Slow  Down  for  Block  Party 

Carrying  signs  with  slogans  like 
“Speed  Limit  25”  and  “Let  Me  Cross,” 
some  100  people  turned  out  at  the  comer 
of  Cesar  Chavez  and  Guerrero  streets  in 
July  to  protest  speedy  traffic  along  the 
Guerrero/San  Jose  Avenue  corridor,  a 
busy  thoroughfare  popular  with  motorists 
heading  out  to  1-280. 

On  Sept.  19,  from  1  to  4  p.m.,  they’ll 
shut  down  traffic  altogether,  when  neigh¬ 
borhood  residents  host  a pena/block  party 
at  “San  Jose  Park,”  the  triangle  formed  by 
San  Jose,  Guerrero,  and  28th  streets. 

The  event  sponsor  is  the  San  Jose/ 
Guerrero  Coalition  to  Save  Our  Streets,  a 
coalition  of  eight  neighborhood  groups 
working  to  narrow  car  lanes,  add  bike 
lanes,  widen  median  strips,  and  time  stop¬ 
lights  to  keep  drivers  from  exceeding  the 
posted  25  mph  speed  limit  on  San  Jose/ 
Guerrero  from  Cesar  Chavez  to  Randall 
Street.  Supervisors  Tom  Ammiano  and 
Bevan  Dufty,  as  well  as  representatives 
from  St.  Luke’s  Hospital  and  several  city 
agencies,  will  be  on  hand  at  the  party,  to 
address  residents’  concerns. 

The  Coalition  is  looking  for  volunteers 
to  help  stage  the  event,  which  will  offer 
food  and  entertainment  for  kids  and 
adults.  Spanish  speakers  who  can  help 
translate  would  be  especially  welcome. 
For  information,  call  285-8 1 88  or  send  an 
e-mail  to  contact@sanjoseguerrero.com. 

This  month's  Short  Takes  were  written  by 
Laura  McHale  Holland  and  Peter  Orsi. 


Mailbox  Rentals 
Color  Copies 
UPS  /  FEDEX  /  DHL 
Fax  and  Copies 


Lamination  and  Binding 
Custom  Packing 
Notary  Public 
Passport  Photos 


Shipping  and  Moving  Supplies 


i1?!  -HI  Express  Saver: 

3-Day  Guaranteed 
Service  with  Federal  Express 


MAIL  BOXES  ETC' 

4104  24th  Street  (at  Castro) 
(415)  824-1070  •  Fax  (415)  824-1072 

Mon.  -  Fri.  9  a.m.  -  6  p.m.  •  Sat.  10  a.m.  -  5  p.m. 


IN  THE  HEART  OF  THE  CASTRO! 

74-76  Pond 

,  Offered  at  $427,000  -  $599,000 

Gorgeous  three  unit  bldg.  Lower  unit:  2BR/1 .5BA, 
hardwood  floors,  fireplace,  kitchen  with  granite  tiled 
countertop.  Middle  unit:  beautiful  remodeled 
2+BR/2BA  with  exquisite  period  detailing,  custom 
kitchen  with  marble  countertop  and  island,  bay 
windows,  hardwood  floors.  Upper  unit:  4RMS,  tenant 
occupied.  Decks.  All  units  with  w/d.  Sold  as  three 
units  for  $1 ,545,000  or  individual  tenant  in  common. 


BETTY  TA1  SC H 
415.338.0121 


\ 


NOE  VALLEY/GLEN 
PARK  GEM 

142  Whitney  St 
Offered  at  $948,000 

Fairmont  Heights  view  home  located  on  a 
beautiful  tree-lined  block.  First  floor:  living  room 
with  fireplace,  formal  dining  room,  eat-in  kitchen, 
terraced  yard,  1 BR/1  BA  with  French  doors  to 
garden.  Second  floor:  master  suite  with  modem 
bath  (unwarranted).  Downtown  and  Bay  Bridge 
views!  Beautifully  refinished  floors  throughout. 
Basement  with  one  parking,  laundry  and  ample 
storage. 


SAN  FRANCISCO  LAKESIDE 
2633  Ocean  Avenue 

415.334.1880 


COLDULICLL 
BANKER  □ 


RESIDENTIAL  BROKERAGE 
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SEPT.  1-5:  MARGA  GOMEZ  performs 
a  one-woman  show,  "Intimate  Details." 
Wed. -Sat.,  8  pm;  Sun.,  3  &  7  pm.  The¬ 
ater  Rhinoceros,  2926  16th  St.  861-5079. 

SEPT.  1-OCT.  22:  A  solo  exhibition 
by  Noe  Valley  artist  MARLENE  ARON 
includes  two  site-specific  installations 
and  mixed-media  work  on  canvas, 
wood,  and  paper.  Reception  Sept.  1 7, 
7-9  pm;  gallery  hours  Mon.-Fri.,  9 
am-6  pm.  California  Institute  of  Integral 
Studies,  1453  Mission  St.  575-6242. 

SEPT.  1-30:  Chris  Sequeira  holds 
classes  in  T’AI  CHI.  Mon.  and  Tues.,  6- 
7:30  pm,  at  Noe  Valley  Ministry,  1021 
Sanchez  St.;  Wed.  &  Fri.,  10:15  am— 
noon,  at  Douglass  Park,  27th  &  Dou¬ 
glass.  415-773-8185  or  650-756-6857. 

SEPT.  2-25:  Charlie  Varan  directs 
Dan  Hoyle's  comic  account  of  his 
GLOBALIZATION  studies,  Circumnavi¬ 
gator.  Thurs.-Sat„  8  pm.  The  Marsh, 
1062  Valencia  St.  826-5750. 

SEPT.  2- OCT.  9:  “You  Are  Here" 
exhibits  maps  painted  by  the  artists  of 
CREATIVITY  EXPLORED.  Reception 
Sept.  2, 7-9  pm;  gallery  hours  Mon.- 
Fri.,  10  am-3  pm,  and  Sat.,  1-6  pm. 
3245  16th  St.  863-2108. 

SEPT.  3-24:  The  House  of  BLUE- 
GRASS  features  alt-country  by  Matt  Lax 
and  Nearly  Beloved  on  Sept.  3,  the  Mer¬ 
cury  Dimes  on  Sept.  10,  Amy  &  Karen's 
Old-Time  String  Band  on  Sept.  17,  and 
Belle  Monroe  and  Her  Brewglass  Boys 
on  Sept.  24.  7  pm.  Maxfield's,  398 
Dolores  St.  255-6859. 

SEPT.  4:  A  march  and  RALLY  to 
protest  Nutraceutical  Corporation’s 
yearlong  closure  of  Real  Food  Company 
starts  at  the  Farmers'  Market  on  24th 
Street  near  Vicksburg  at  1 1 :45  am  and 
proceeds  to  Real  Food's  storefront, 

3939  24th  St.  285-7406. 


SEPT.  4-6:  The  San  Francisco  MIME 
TROUPE  gives  its  final  performances  of 
Showdown  at  Crawtord  Gulch.  Live 
music  at  1 :30  pm;  curtain  up  at  2  pm. 
Dolores  Park  285-1717. 

SEPT.  4  &  11:  LAPSITS  for  infants 
and  toddlers  feature  songs,  stories,  and 
fingerplays.  10:30  am.  Noe  Valley 
Library,  451  Jersey  St.  695-5095. 

SEPT.  5:  Rocket  DOG  RESCUE  will 
show  off  adoptable  dogs  in  front  of 
Zephyr  Real  Estate.  Noon-4  pm.  4040 
24th  St.  642-4786. 

SEPT.  7,  8  &  10:  At  her  new  art 
school  ARTERY,  Paula  Benton  teaches  a 
six-week  parent  and  child  (6  to  24 
months)  craft  class  on  Tuesdays  from 
1 0:30  to  1 1 :30  am,  beginning  Sept.  7; 
and  an  eight-week  preschool  art  class 
on  Wednesdays  from  10:30  to  11 :30 
am,  beginning  Sept.  8,  and  on  Fridays 
from  3:30  to  4:30  pm  beginning  Sept. 
10.  “Every  Child  Can  Learn  to  Draw,” 
for  ages  10  to  12,  meets  eight  Wednes¬ 
days,  4  to  5:30  pm,  beginning  Sept.  8. 
13.11  Church  St.  285-0235. 

SEPT.  7  &  9:  CARYN  LESCHEN,  Ask 
Aunt  Violet  cartoonist,  teaches  two 
eight-week  art  classes  for  adults: 
"Drawing  on  Both  Sides  of  the  Brain," 
6:30  to  8:30  pm  on  Tuesdays  beginning 
Sept.  7,  and  a  watercolor  workshop  7  to 
9  pm  on  Thursdays  beginning  Sept.  9. 
Artery,  1311  Church  St.  285-0235. 

SEPT.  7  &  28:  Preschool  STORY 
TIME,  a  read-aloud  program  for  chil¬ 
dren  3  to  5,  begins  at  10  am.  Noe  Valley 
Library,  451  Jersey  St.  695-5095. 

SEPT.  7-DEC.  17:  Marie  Riccobene 
teaches  DRAMATIC  ARTS,  including 
audition  preparation,  for  teens  11  and 
up.  4-5:45  pm,  Tues.  &  Thurs.  or  Wed. 
&  Fri.  Noe  Valley  Ministry,  1021 
Sanchez  St.  647-1456. 


SEPT.  8:  The  Pacific  Academy  of 
Homeopathy  hosts  an  OPEN  HOUSE  to 
introduce  teachers,  students,  and 
alumni.  7-9  pm,  1199  Sanchez  St. 
695-2710. 

SEPT.  8, 15,  22  &  29:  Learn  to  read 
music  for  mandolin  and  violin  in  Nicola 
Swinburne's  four-session  Wednesday 
class,  from  7:30  to  8:30  pm  A  MAN¬ 
DOLIN  ORCHESTRA  meets  every  other 
Thursday  from  7:30  to  9  pm.  Noe  Valley 
Ministry,  1021  Sanchez  St.  647-6491. 


Jami  Sieber  is  one  of  the  performers  at 
a  poetry  concert  Sept.  18  at  the  Noe 
Valley  Ministry.  Photo  by  Irene  Young 


SEPT.  8-19:  The  13th  annual  S.F. 
FRINGE  FESTIVAL  features  original  the¬ 
ater  in  seven  venues,  including  the 
Marsh  and  El  Rio.  For  a  schedule,  call 
673-3847  or  visit  www.sftringe.org. 

SEPT.  9:  VOLUNTEER  training  at 
St.  Luke’s  Hospital  is  held  the  second 
Thursday  of  each  month  from  3  to  5  pm. 
3555  Cesar  Chavez  St.  641  -6538. 


SEPT.  9:  Representatives  from  the  S  F 
Planning  and  Urban  Research  Associa¬ 
tion  (SPUR)  and  the  American  Institute 
of  Architects  discuss  CITY  PLANNING 
at  the  Friends  of  Noe  Valley  meeting. 
7:30  pm.  Noe  Valley  Library,  451  Jersey 
St.  282-9918 

SEPT.  9:  SCOTTISH  COUNTRY 
DANCE  hosts  an  introductory  party  at  8 
pm;  an  eight-week  basic  class,  teaching 
lively  jigs,  reels,  and  strathspeys, 
begins  Sept,  16.  Noe  Valley  Ministry, 
1021  Sanchez  St.  333-9372. 

SEPT.  1 0:  FIMO  FUN,  a  six-week  class 
for  adults,  is  taught  by  Kathleen  Halbert, 
who  has  recreated  Disney  and  Charles 
Schulz  characters  for  the  toy-collecting 
industry.  Fridays,  7-9  pm.  Artery,  1311 
Church  St.  285-0235. 

SEPT.  10:  Peter  Berg,  director  of  the 
Planet  Drum  Foundation,  discusses 
erosion  control,  habitat  restoration, 
organic  recycling,  and  renewable  energy 
in  “SUSTAINABLE  CITIES:  The  Second 
Wave  of  Ecology."  7-9  pm.  New  Col¬ 
lege  Theater,  777  Valencia  St.  285-6556. 

SEPT.  10:  Many  neighborhood  shops 
will  stay  open  until  8  pm  on  SECOND 
THURSDAYS,  for  after-work  or  after- 
dinner  shopping. 

SEPT.  10-OCT.  10:  Ben  Peterson 
exhibits  large-scale  ink  and  GRAPHITE 
DRAWINGS  of  domestic  disturbances  in 
“The  War  of  the  Roses."  Sundays,  noon 
-5  pm,  or  by  appointment.  Ratio  3, 903 
Guerrero  St.  646-732-2767. 

SEPT.  10-OCT.  22:  Noe  Valley  furni¬ 
ture  designers  Mary  Little  and  Peter 
Wheeler  are  among  the  75  exhibitors  in 
“CALIFORNIA  DESIGN  2004."  Mon.- 
Fri.,  9  am-5  pm;  Sat.,  1  -4  pm.  600 
Townsend  St.  458-3535. 


SEPT.  11:  San  Francisco's  Music  in 
the  Parks  concert  series  begins  with  a 
free  performance  featuring  the 
MOTOWN  music  of  Edna  Love  and  spe¬ 
cial  guests.  Cosponsored  by  Friends  of 
Noe  Valley’s  24th  Street  revitalization 
group  3-5  pm.  Douglass  Playground, 
Douglass  &  26th  750-5224 

SEPT.  12:  Davma  Kotulski  discusses 
her  new  book,  Why  You  Should  Give  a 
Damn  About  GA  Y  MARRIAGE,  at  the 
monthly  PFLAG  support  group  2-4 
pm  St.  Francis  Lutheran  Church,  152 
Church  St.  921-8850 

SEPT.  12:  TENOR  Dmitri  Anissimov 
performs  a  solo  recital  with  Ina  Chalis  at 
the  piano.  4  pm.  Community  Music 
Center.  544  Capp  St.  826-8670 

SEPT.  12, 19  &  26:  The  Integral  Yoga 
Institute  hosts  a  series,  “Practical  Steps 
to  HAPPINESS."  11  am-1  pm  770 
Dolores  St.  821-1117. 

SEPT.  12, 19  &  26;  OCT.  3:  The 

Mission  Library  offers  a  four-session 
basic  S  A  T  WORKSHOP,  recommended 
for  students  who  scored  below  1150. 10 
am -12:30  pm.  300  Bartlett  St.  Call 
355-2800  to  register. 

SEPT.  12-OCT.  16:  The  13th  annual 
ART  WITH  ELDERS  exhibit  features 
works  by  residents  of  long-term  care 
facilities  throughout  the  Bay  Area. 
Reception  Sept.  12, 1:30-3:30  pm. 
Rincon  Center,  101  Spear  St.  441-2650 

SEPT.  13:  Retired  S.F.  State  professor 
Manfred  Wolf  discusses  his  book  Ams¬ 
terdam:  A  Traveler's  Literary  Companion 
at  the  ODD  MONDAY  series  at  the  Noe 
Valley  Ministry.  7  pm,  following  a  no¬ 
host  dinner  at  Noe  Valley  Pizza,  on  24th 
and  Sanchez,  at  5:30  pm.  1021  Sanchez 
St.  282-2317  or  jtsender@webtv.net. 


San  Francisco 
Conservatory  of  Music 


Pursue  Your  Passion ! 


m 


Adult  Extension  Division  announces  an  exciting  fell 
semester.  Choose  a  new  class,  or  private  lessons  with 
our  outstanding  faculty. 


Topics  include: 

■  Piano  Concertos  with  William  Wellborn 

■  Gospel  Music  with  Sharine  Buchanan 

■  Singers  on  Record  with  Steven  Bailey 

■  Entertainers  of  the 

Silver  Screen  with  Bonnie  Weiss 

■  Russian  Operas  with  “Kip”  Cranna 

% 

■  Applied  Instrumental  and 

Musicianship  classes 

■  Private  lessons  and  MORE! 

Ml* 


Classes  begi^S^ptember,  2004 

Register  Today!  - 

Call  415.759.34x9  for  a  course  catalog. 
www.sfcm.edu  —  ae 


REAL  ESTATE 

SOLD ,  SOLD ,  SOLD! 


GREG  CLARK 

Broker,  Attorney,  Contractor  #457061 


Laidley  Street  Home 
SOLD 

Over  Original  Asking  Price 


*  CLARK? 

REALTY  GROUP,  INC. 


(415)  665-5600 

Visit  our  website:  www.SFClarkCo.com 
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•  CALENDAR  • 


SEPT.  13-DEC.  17:  Dance  Mission 
Theater  otters  a  YOUTH  DANCE  pro¬ 
gram,  with  classes  in  ballet,  hip-hop, 
salsa,  and  tap  for  toddlers  through 
teens.  3316  24lh  St.  Call  273-4633  tor 
a  schedule. 

SEPT.  14:  FILMS  tor  preschoolers  3  to 
5  will  be  on  view  at  10  and  11  am  Noe 
Valley  Library,  451  Jersey  St.  695-5095. 

SEPT.  14  :  The  New  College  School  ot 
Law  holds  a  workshop,  “How  to  Present 
a  Case  in  SMALL  CLAIMS  COURT."  6 
pm.  50  Fell  St.,  second  floor. 

SEPT.  15:  Dr.  Adam  Brock  discusses 
current  diets  and  the  role  of  exercise 
and  lifestyle  in  LOSING  WEIGHT.  7-9 
pm.  St.  Luke’s  Hospital,  Griffin  Room, 
3555  Cesar  Chavez  St.  647-8600. 

SEPT.  16:  A  MOON  SALUTATION 
workshop  “nourishes  and  supports  the 
feminine  in  body,  psyche,  and  spirit” 
through  nine  basic  yoga  postures;  also 
beneficial  for  men.  6-7:30  pm.  Integral 
Yoga  Institute,  770  Dolores  St.  821-1117. 

SEPT.  1 6:  Kristin  Henry,  founder  of 
GALAXYGOO,  signs  the  computer-ani¬ 
mation  anthology  to  which  she  con¬ 
tributed,  Masters  of  Flash.  7  pm.  Cover 
to  Cover,  1307  Castro  St.  282-8080. 

SEPT.  16:  In  "Bay  Area  BIRTHING 
OPTIONS,”  postpartum  doula  Alexandra 
Tower  gives  an  overview  of  hospitals, 
birth  centers,  and  home  choices.  7-9 
pm.  Natural  Resources,  816  Diamond 
St.  550-2611. 

SEPT.  18:  In  celebration  of  Hispanic 
Heritage  Month,  Modesto  Rivera 
Lemus,  his  wife  Angela,  and  Bonnie 
Larson  introduce  HUICHOL  INDIAN  cul¬ 
ture  and  crafts,  for  all  ages.  Noon.  Mis¬ 
sion  Library,  300  Bartlett  St.  Call 
355-2800  for  reservations. 


SEPT.  18:  A  BICYCLE  SAFETY  FAIR 
sponsored  by  the  S.F.  Bicycle  Coalition, 
the  DPT,  SAFE,  and  the  Neighborhood 
Safety  Partnership  features  information, 
food,  music,  and  a  raffle.  Noon-3  pm. 
Hayes  Valley  Playground,  Hayes  and 
Buchanan  St.  431 -BIKE. 


“Dutch  Landscape"  by  Beatrice  Meyer 
is  among  the  works  on  display  at  the 
Art  With  Elders  exhibit  at  Rincon 
Center,  Sept.  12  through  Oct.  16. 


SEPT.  18:  Beach  Blanket  Babylon 
holds  AUDITIONS  for  male  and  female 
singers  who  can  dance,  starting  at 
noon.  Club  Fugazi,  678  Green  St.  For 
questions,  fax  421-0578  or  e-mail 
auditions@beachbtanketbabylon.com. 

SEPT.  18:  Brazilian-born  artist  Vera 
Costa  offers  “Caterpillars, "a  one-day 
ART  SHOW  of  paintings  based  on 
themes  of  transformation.  2-6  pm. 
Kaplan  residence,  271  Jersey  St. 
505-0327. 

SEPT.  18:  “Dance  When  You're  Broken 
Open,"  a  POETRY  CONCERT,  features 
Kim  Rosen,  Jami  Sieber,  Michaelle 
Goerlitz,  and  Rhiannon.  8:15  pm.  Noe 
Valley  Music  Series  at  the  Noe  Valley 
Ministry,  1021  Sanchez  St.  454-5238. 


SEPT.  18- OCT.  23:  The  Stanford 
Arthritis  Center  hosts  a  Saturday 
ARTHRITIS  and  fibromyalgia  self-help 
course  at  St.  Paul’s,  to  help  manage 
pain,  fatigue,  and  depression,  employ 
relaxation  techniques,  and  use  medica¬ 
tions  effectively.  Church  &  Day.  Limited 
space;  preregister  at  648-6275. 

SEPT.  19:  The  brand-new  VALENCIA 
STREET  FAIR  features  live  music,  art, 
and  food.  11  am-6  pm.  Valencia  St. 
between  20th  and  22nd  www.valencias- 
treetfair.com. 

SEPT.  19:  The  City  Guides' STREET¬ 
CAR  ADVENTURE  tests  team  members 
knowledge  of  S.F.  history  with  puzzles, 
riddles,  and  clues.  Noon-5  pm.  Starts 
at  the  Koret  Auditorium  in  the  Main 
Library,  100  Larkin  St.  557-4266. 

SEPT.  19:  A  PENA/BLOCK  PARTY  at 
San  Jose  Park,  the  triangle  formed  by 
San  Jose,  28th,  and  Guerrero  streets, 
will  give  neighbors  a  chance  to  meet, 
eat,  and  discuss  “traffic  calming"  with 
Supervisors  Bevan  Dufty  and  Tom 
Ammiano,  St.  Luke’s  Hospital  reps,  and 
city  services  staff.  Sponsored  by  San 
Jose/Guerrero  Coalition  to  Save  Our 
Streets.  1 -4  pm.  285-8188. 

SEPT.  19:  Bird  and  Beckett  Books 
hosts  a  POETS  REUNION,  inviting  any¬ 
one  who  has  read  there  in  the  past  to 
join  a  four-hour  poetry  marathon.  1  pm. 
2788  Diamond  St.  586-3733. 

SEPT.  21:  The  ZOOMOBILE  brings  live 
animals  to  the  Glen  Park  Library.  11  am. 
653  Chenery  St.  337-4740. 

SEPT.  21:  Members  of  HOMEY 
(Homeys  Organizing  Mission  to 
Empower  Youth)  and  the  S.F.  VETER¬ 
ANS  FOR  PEACE  discuss  how  to  resist 
America's  growing  militarism.  12:30-3 
pm.  Unitarian  Universalist  Church, 

1187  Franklin  St.  552-8800. 


SEPT.  23: 1964,  called  “the  last  inno¬ 
cent  year,”  and  "the  year  everything 
changed,"  will  be  discussed  at  a 
slideshow  sponsored  by  the  S.F.  HIS¬ 
TORY  ASSOCIATION.  7  pm  Mission 
Dolores  Auditorium,  16th  &  Church. 
750-9986 

SEPT.  23:  Julie  Matthews  leads  a 
class,  "Nutrition  for  a  HEALTHY  PREG¬ 
NANCY.  7-9  pm.  Natural  Resources, 
816  Diamond  St.  550-2611. 

SEPT.  23:  Author  MICHELLE  TEA  and 
illustrator  Laurenn  McCubbin  discuss 
Rent  Girt,  an  illustrated  novel  published 
by  Last  Gasp.  7:30  pm.  Modern  Times 
Bookstore,  888  Valencia  St.  282-9246. 

SEPT.  23:  Science  curator  John  Dillon 
lectures  on  “The  Heyday  of  NATURAL 
HISTORY,”  the  mid-19th  century  in 
America  and  Britain.  7:30  pm.  Randall 
Museum,  199  Museum  Way.  554-9600. 

SEPT.  24:  Academy  Award-winning 
antiwar  documentary  (1975)  about  the 
VIETNAM  WAR,  Hearts  and  Minds. 
begins  a  short  run  at  the  Castro  Theater. 
429  Castro  St.  621-6120. 

SEPT.  25:  The  Older  Women's  League 
(OWL)  hosts  a  PANEL  DISCUSSION, 
“Women  on  Their  Own.”  10:30  am- 
noon.  Call  989-4422  for  location. 

SEPT.  25:  The  Main  Library  offers  a 
talk  on  how  to  work  effectively  with  an 
ARCHITECT.  2  pm.  Latino/Hispanic 
Community  Meeting  Room,  100  Larkin 
St.  557-4400. 

SEPT.  25:  San  Francisco's  MUSIC  IN 
THE  PARKS  concert  series  continues 
with  a  free  performance  in  Glen  Park. 
3-5  pm.  For  information  call  750-5224 

SEPT.  26:  A  celebration  of  WORLD 
VEGETARIAN  DAY  features  cooking 
demonstrations,  food  samples,  educa¬ 
tion,  and  entertainment.  10  am-8  pm. 


County  Fair  Building,  Golden  Gate  Park 
273-5481 

SEPT.  25  &  26:  The  ST  PHILIP’S 
FESTIVAL  features  arts  and  crafts,  eth¬ 
nic  food,  children’s  games,  and  live 
entertainment  to  benefit  St.  Philip's 
School.  10  am-6  pm;  dinner  Saturday, 
6  pm.  24th  &  Diamond  282-0141. 

SEPT.  27:  The  ODD  MONDAY  series 
features  Aileen  C  Hernandez,  founding 
member  of  Black  Women  Stirring  the 
Waters,  7  pm,  following  a  no-host  din¬ 
ner  at  Noe  Valley  Pizza,  on  24th  and 
Sanchez,  at  5:30  pm.  Noe  Valley  Min¬ 
istry,  1021  Sanchez  St.  282-2317. 

SEPT.  29-NOV.  17:  Women's  Circle, 
an  eight-week  ARTS  GROUP  for  women, 
incorporates  movement,  drawing, 
improv,  writing,  and  ritual.  Wednesdays, 
6:30-9  pm.  Studio  320, 3435  Cesar 
Chavez  St.  Register  at  206-9630 

SEPT.  30:  Neighborhood  Parks  Coun¬ 
cil's  third  annual  ART  IN  THE  PARKS 
fundraiser  includes  auctions,  carriage 
rides,  music,  and  oysters  and  cham¬ 
pagne.  6-9pm.  South  Park,  South 
Park  Ave.  between  2nd  &  3rd.  621-3260. 


OCTOBER  FAST 

. .  approaches.  The  next  edition 
of  the  Voice  will  be  distributed 
on  or  before  Oct.  1,  2004.  The 
deadline  for  October  calendar 
items  is  Sept.  15.  Please  note 
that  because  of  space  limita¬ 
tions,  Noe  Valley  events  take 
priority.  Our  address  is  Noe 
Valley  Voice.  1021  Sanchez 
Street,  San  Francisco,  CA 
941 1 4.  Or  you  may  send  an 
e-mail  to  calendar  editor 
zabarska@aol.com. 


1 224  Ninth  Avenue  (at  Lincoln) 
San  Francisco,  tel  415.759.7862 
Open  daily 

Courtesy  to  the  trade 


www.sumaimports.com 


HANDPICKED  DECORATIVE  ARTS  &  FINE  FURNISHINGS  OF  SOUTHEAST  ASIA 


St.  Philip  Parish 

Annual  Festival 


A  Noe  Valley  Tradition 


FREE  ADMISSION 


24th  and  Diamond  Street 

Saturday  &  Sunday  •  September  25  &  26  •  10  a.m.  To  6  p.m. 
All  proceeds  benefit  St.  Philip  School  •  Grades  K  -  8 

Serving  the  Noe  Valley  Neighborhood  since  1925 

Children's  Games  Arts  &  Crafts 
Homemade  Ethnic  Foods  f 
Wheels  of  Chance  f  Live  Entertainment 
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This  High  Holy  Day  Season 


2004 

5765 


Erev 

Rosh  Ha-Shanah 


Rosh  Ha-Shanah 
First  Day 


Rosh  Ha-Shanah 
Second  Day 


Slip  into  something 
comfortable. 

Whether  you  like  to  study  in  groups  or  prefer  to  atone  alone, 
you'll  immediately  feel  at  home  in  our  hamische  community. 
We  are  warm  and  welcoming,  diverse  and  dedicated.  This  year 
daven  with  the  city's  most  comfortable  conservative  congregation. 
Whatever  size  your  Judaism  is,  B'nai  Emunah  is  the  right  fit. 


YOUR 

JUDAISM 

GROWS 

HERE 


Kol  Nidre 


Yom  Kippur 


Wednesday  September  1 5th 
Services  -  8:00pm 


Thursday,  September  1 6th 
Servies  -  8:30am 
Youth  Services  -  10:30am 

The  "After  Rosh  Nosh”  in  the  social  hall 
immediately  following  services. 

Tashlikh  Services 

on  the  beach  (just  a  short  walk  away) 
after  we're  done  noshing 


Friday,  September  17th 
Services  -  8:30am 
Youth  Services  -  10:30am 


Friday,  September  24th 
Services  -  7:30pm 


Saturday,  September  25th 
Services  -  9:00am 
Youth  Services  - 1 0:30am 
&  5:30pm  Neila 

(Children's  Candle  Lighting  Service) 

Study  Groups  in  the  afternoon 

"Break  the  Fast”  in  the  social  hall 
immediately  following  services. 
(Reservations  required  by  Sept.  20th) 


Congregation  B'nai  Emunah 

Rabbi  Ted  Alexander  Cantor  Linda  Semi 

3595  Taraval  St.  (at46thave.)  SF,  CA  94114 
tickets  &  info:  415.664.7373  emunah@jps.net 


All  Are  Welcome!  No  Membership  or  Tickets  Necessary 

Hebrew/English  prayer  book,  explanations  throughout  the  service 
Song  &  inspiring  prayer,  friendly  atmosphere,  user-friendly  ser¬ 
vice,  This  service  is  geared  to  all  levels  and  backgrounds. 
Rosh  Hashanah 
Wed.  Sept.  15th  7:00pm 
(Dinner  8:30pm  $18  must  RSVP) 

Thurs.  Sept.  16th  10am  &  7pm 
ri.  Sept.  17th  10am 
Shofar  -  Thurs.  &  Fri.  11:30am 
Yom  Kippur 

Fri.  Sept.  24th  Kol  Nidrai  -  6:45pm 
Sat.  Sept.  25th  10:00am 
Yizkor  memorial  Service  12:15 
Neilah  closing  service  5:30pm 
Break-fast  &  Fast  ends  at  7:32pm 
Location:  Notre  Dame  Plaza  347  Dolores  St.  @  17th  St. 
For  more  information  please  call  415-821-7046  or  Email 
rabbi@chabadnoevalley.  org  Www.  chabadnoevalley.  org 


We’re  Not  Your  Parents’  Synagogue 

Be  part  of  our  inclusive  community  in  57^5 

High  Holidays 

Rosh  Hashanah  -  September  15  (evening),  16  (day),  17  (morning) 
Yom  Kippur  -  September  24  (evening),  September  25  (day) 

For  information,  locations  and  to  order  tickets, 
visit  www.shaarzahav.org/highholidays  or  call  415-861-6932 


2*1 


CONGREGATION  SHA’AR  ZAHAV 


A  Progressive.  Reform  Synagogue 
Embracing  a  Diversity  of  Sexual  and  Gender  Identities 

Inclusive  Adult,  Family  and  Children's  Education  Programs 

Rabbi  Camille  Shira  Angel 

290  Dolores  Street,  S.F.  •  415-861-6932  •  www.shaarzahav.org 


Featuring  Israeli  and  Local  Artists 
Judaica  -  Jewelry  -  Books  -  Music 
Fabulous  Gifts  for 
B'nai  Mitzvah  •  Wedding  •  Baby  Naming 


Mention  this  ad  and 
receive  10%  off 


415-563-6563 

3220  California  Street,  San  Francisco  94118 
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WINNER 

^raocmo  (Pjnmkk 

Readers’  Choice  Award  -  Best  Real  Estate  Agent 

TOP  PRODUCER 

YOUR  NOE  VALLEY  EXPERT 


REPUTATION  •  RELIABILITY  •  RESULTS 


www.linda-gordon.com 
415-861-5222  ext. 380 


email: 

sold@linda-gordon.com 


HERTH 


REAL  ESTATE 

555  Castro  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94114 


Noe  Valley  View  Duplex 

3822-3824  Caesar  Chavez 

Offered  at  $1,050,000 

Located  in  the  heart  of  Noe  Valley,  this  wonderful  two  unit  building 
with  garage  is  a  great  opportunity.  Upper  unit  features  views  and 
vintage  charm  with  large  deck  overlooking  lush  landscaped 
garden/patio.  Lower  unit  features  a  double  parlor  and  a  cozy 
ambience.  Both  units  boast  beautiful  wood  floors, 
period  detailings  and  high  ceilings. 

Walk  to  the  J  Church,  BART,  24th  Street  and  Church  Street 
great  restaurants  and  shops. 


Dedicated  to  supporting  charities.  From  each  sale  I  donate  a  portion  to 
Alzheimer's  research  and  to  breast  &  ovarian  cancer  research. 
Let’s  find  a  cure! 


LINDA  LIVES  AND  BREATHES 

REAL  ESTATE! 

she8enuine,yni"-e^ 

£££  JUjoT*”" 

found  die  house  of  our  dreams. 

We  are  so  happy  we  f°und  L'nt^a' 

Bifke  ReimnilT  and  Ron  Calabrese 


realtors  in  our  lifetime,  du  y 
Gordon  off  afeoCutely  tte  "“f 

professional  and  efficients  *** 

ever  worked  with- 

T(ranRyou,*anRyou,tlranRyon-I 

they  select tfe  ‘“Y^^iuator 
you  shouU  6e  voted  tire  Best  Rea. 

of  the  Decade! 

Sincerely, 

Jan  &  Reg  Ofitssen 


ml7,  lket0express™ 

J  aZTaW°nderfUlexi,erie^'n 

the  Me  of  our  house.  Linda  showed 
mg  less  than  professionalism 
P  Section,  pleasantness  and  persistence. 

The  Chauvins 


De“+- Lender, 

czr"'en^ded^7L  i 

et*^handied, 

Very  truly  youry 
Vlill/  King* 
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Pilate  s 

Isn’t  it  about  time  YOU  tried  it? 


Spring  into  action  and  receive 
a  20%  discount  on  your  first 
three  Private  lessons. 


Private  •  Semi-Private 
Group  Classes 

Rehabilitation  •  General  Conditioning 


1414  Castro  Street  <§>  Jersey 
(415)  282-8850 
www.SpringPilates.com 


ArtExplosion 


1  -877-ART-EXPL 

Rental  offices  open: 
Saturday  11:00  am  -  2:00  pm 
or  by  appointment 


Artist  5tuMvs 

5t(vrtina  frt  Vnvntmzl 

-Ugh  ceilings,  natural  light,  color  balanced  lighting,  Wtm 


-i. 


High 

freight  elevator,  hardwood  floors,  views,  DSL, 
b&w  darkroom,  Spring  &  Fall  Open  Studios 
gallery  space  -  all  in  a  great  artist  community! 


2  San  Francisco  Locations: 
2425  17th  St  at  Potrero 
744  Alabama  at  19th 


..  A  U.  ' 

www.theartexplosion.com 


REGISTER  NOW 

CLASSES 
AVAILABLE 

WWW.  RU  BYSC  LAYSTU  DIO.ORG 
PLEASE  SUPPORT  YOUR  LOCAL  ARTISTS  AT 

RUBY’S  CLAY  STUDIO 

552-A  NOE  STREET  between  18th  and  19th  •  (415)  558-9819 


RUBY’S 


CLAY  STUDIO 
&  GALLERY 


Custom  Cabinets 

Kitchen  Design  and  Fabrication  ■  Custom  “built-ins” 
Original  Hardwood  Furniture  ■  Your  Design  or  Mine 


Quality  -  Fast  -  Reliable  415-826-8838 


Noe  Valley's  Original  Cafe 

Herb  s  Fine  Funds 

Specializing  in  Breakfast  and  Lunch 

3991  24th  Street  (at  Noe)  *  415  826-8937  or  415  550-9211 

Open  Monday-Friday  6:30  a.m.-3:00  p.m. 
Saturday  and  Sunday  7:00  a.m.-4:00  p.m. 

Since  1943 

It's  Herb's  for  the  best  in  Noe  Valley  dining! 


SERVING  NOE  VALLEY  FOR  OVER  20  YEARS 


The  Permanent  Approach  to  Weight  Management 


1300  Sanchez  St. 
at  26th  St. 

www.liteforlife.com 


"We  specialize  in 
Putting  Life  Back 
Into  Balance" 


Private  Counseling  Available 
Safe  •  Affordable  •  Personalized 
Fresh  Food  Delivered  Daily  •  Successful  Maintenance  Program 


Call  Today  for  a  FREE  Consultation 
415.641.4489 
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Now  Accepting  Plastic  Tubs  &  Lids 


($)8t(5j plastic  tubs  and  lids  can 
now  join  your  recyclable  paper, 
cans  and  bottles  in  your  blue  cart. 


'«■  vm-  Uot,,'>  * 


To  order  Recycling  Posters  call 

330-1300 

Sunset  Scavenger  Company 

626-4000 

Golden  Gate  Disposal 
&  Recycling  Company 


Pro/tU  •  Soviet  •  t  nnrrmmrr.l 

SUNSET  SCAVENGER  COMPANY 
GOLDEN  GATE  DISPOSAL 
&  RECYCLING  COMPANY 

Proud  to  fte  Employe  (honed 


ffW()  SFEnvironment 

Oo»  home.  Our  city.  Our  p 

SFlmeonned  com 


Thinking  about  becoming 
a  Catholic  Christian? 

Christian  Initiation  of  Adults 

(RCIA) 

An  introduction  to  the  Stories,  Rituals 
and  Symbols  of  the  Catholic  Community, 
leading  to  Baptism,  Confirmation  and 
Eucharist  at 

St.  Pauls  Church 

starting  Tuesday,  September  14  at  7:00  p.m. 
221  Valley  Street  —  St.  Paul’s  Rectory 

Come  and  Join  Us 

AND  DISCOVER  THE  CATHOLIC  DIFFERENCE 

Contact  Terri  Brady 

415-648-7538 

St.  Paul’s  Rectory 


*1 


As  unique  as  San  Francisco  itself 
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HERTH 


555  Castro  Street  •  415-861-5200  •  www.herth.com 
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T-^fr 

Where  culture  end  I ‘tear  come  together 

Two  locations 
to  serve  you 


1 599  Dolores  St. 
at  29th  St. 
415.550.1656 


and 


■  Son  nignngnrs  uoia  lowngnis 

■  Japanese  Thermal 
Reconditioning  Straightener 

■  Curly  hair  experts  available 

Color  or  Straightener  20%  off 

for  new  clients  only 


211  Church  St.,  Suite  A 
at  Market 
415.863.0703 

Open  7  Days 

www.hairplay.com 


Rated  ★★★  Michael  Bauer,  San  Francisco  Chronicle 

- - - 1 


Ristorante  Italiano 

Serving  Traditional,  Regional  Italian  Cuisine 
Homemade  Pasta,  Bread  and  Deserts 
Specializing  in  Risotto  made  to  order 
Wide  variety  of  Italian  Wines 

TRY  OUR  THREE  COURSE 
$25  PRIX  FIXE  MENU 
AVAILABLE  MONDAY  -  THURSDAY 

737  Diamond  St.  at  24-tI1  St.  4I5“282-49^9 

Open  Seven  Days  for  Dinner 

SF  Chronicle  Top  100  Bay  Area  Restaurants  for  2003  &  2004 


1708  Church  St.  •  San  Francisco 
(415)  647-3200 


Dinner:  5  —  9  p.r 
Brunch:  10  a.m.  -  2 


Patio  Dining  available  for  Brunch  only 

www.yiannisgreekcuisine.com 
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Beyond  the  Valley  of  the 
Reader 


They’re  now  back  safe  at  home, but  these  NoeValleyVoice  readers  have  had 
many  adventures  far  beyond  the  borders  of  this  neighborhood.  For  added 
security,  they’ve  always  carried  a  copy  of  their  hometown  newspaper. 

If  you’re  brave  enough  to  follow  in  their  footsteps,  please  mail  your  photo 
prints  to  the  NoeValleyVoice,  1021  Sanchez  Street, San  Francisco, CA  941  14. 
Returns  will  be  made  only  if  you  include  an  SASE.  Or  you  can 
e-mail  photos  to  jack@noevalleyvoice.com. 


Mary  Finley  and  her  husband  toured  the  Pyrenees  in  Spain  on  motorcycles,  but 
there  was  still  room  to  pack  the  essential  copy  of  her  favorite  newspaper. 


Anita  Stocklin  and  son  Christopher  stood  in  front  of  Claes  Oldenburg’s  sculpture 
of  an  ancient  editing  tool  at  the  Smithsonian  in  Washington,  D.C. 


Rachel  Brodwin  pauses  on  the  ancient  Greek  stage  at  Butrint,  Albania,  and  reads  up 
on  the  events  back  home. 


In  Tokyo,  Jim  Zimmerman  wondered  whether  the  Voice  he's  most  familiar  with 
could  own  a  car  factory  or  is  it  the  other  way  around?  Photo  by  Beverly  Tharp 
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BENDIX  BRAKE  SERVICE. ..PADS  &  SHOES 


INCLUDES: 

•  FREE  BRAKE  INSPECTION 

•  FREE  SAFETY  CHECK 

•  Apply  special 

anti  squeak  treatment 
on  pads 

•  Repack  wheel  bearing 


with  high  temp  grease 

•  Adjust  parking  brake 

•  Refill  system  with  DOT 
3  brake  fluid 

•  Install  new  Bendix 
quality  pad  or  heavy 
duty  shoes 


•  Inspect  master  v 
cylinder,  wheel 
cylinder,  hoses 
and  caliper 

•  Brake  performance 
road  test 

•  Deglaze  drums  or  rotor 


% 


Pads  &  Shoes  NV 

GUARANTEED  FOR 
LIFE1 

FROM 


Turn  Drums  4  Rotors  4  Metallic  Pads  Extra 


w 

^  FRONT  OR  REAR 


CLUTCH  SPECIAL 


Front  Whool  DHvo  Included 
New  Factory  Parts  tor  Imports  A  Domestics  (not 
FREE  Lifetime  Service  Adjustments 


Start  From 


GUARANTEED 

3  y»,  30,000  mC  on  P»t.  1  yr,  1 2,000  ml.  < 


■  Pressure  plate 

•  Clutch  disc 

•  Throw  out  bearing 

■  Pilot  bearingt 

•  Deglaze  flywheel 

>  Lubricate  transmission 
spline 

>  Inspect  &  lubricate  cover 


•  Check  hydraulic  system 

•  Check  front  axel  &  drive 
shaft 

•  Adjust  linkage  or  cable 

•  Check  transmission 
fluid  level 

•  Road  test 

•  Safety  check 


95* 


Free 

Towing 
SF  A/m 

*  Ctftain  models  Call  for  your  quota 


t  « 

t  If  applicable,  turn  flywheel  extra  NV 


TIMING  BELT  JAPANESE  &  EUROPEAN  MODELS 


Hidden  behind  a  cover,  you  can’t  see  your  timing  belt.  If  you  have  60,000  miles  or 
more  on  your  original  timing  belt,  you’re  driving  on  borrowed  time.  If  your  timing 
belt  breaks,  it  may  cause  costly  engine  damage. 


Start  From 


Includes: 

•  We  will  install  a  new 
timing  belt 


•  Inspect  front  Oil  Seals 

•  Inspect  Fan  Belts 

•  Check  Ignition  Timing 

•  Cars  &  Light  Trucks 


6. 8  Cylinders, 
Power  Steering, 
Air  Conditioning 
cost  extra 


Certain  models. 
Call  for  your  quote 


$12095* 

1  I  H  NV 


SCHEDULED  MAINTENANCE  SERVICE 


3,000  MILE  SERVICE 


‘15 


95 


NV 


LUBE,  OIL  &  FILTER 

•  Dram  Oil  &  Refill  Up  to  5  Qts.  of 
Penzoil  or  Kendall  (10-30  Wt.) 

•  Install  New  Purolator  Oil  Filter 

LUBE  CHASSIS 

•  Check  Fluids  as  Needed  •  Transmission, 
Cooling  System.  Anti-Freeze  &  Windshield 
Washer,  Battery  Water,  Brake  Fluids  •  Check 

Air  Filter,  Belts  &  Hoses  •  Rotate  Tires 
Upon  Request 

•  Safety  Check 


15,000  45,000  75,000  105,000 


Cars  & 
Light  Trucks 


*99 


QCftft  Fuel  tn|..  Valv. 

dv  adj  extra  if 


required 


Install  New  Bosch  Nippondenso  Spark  Plugs  • 

Install  New  Air  Filter  •  Install  New  Fuel  Filter  •  Install  PVC  Valve*  • 

Install  New  Cranckcase  Filter*  •  Install  New  Oil  Filter  •  Change  Oil 
Up  to  5  Qts.  of  Penzoil  or  Kendall  •  Check  &  Top  Off  Fluids  as 
Needed  •  Transmission,  Trans  Axel,  Clutch  Hydraulic, 

Differential,  Power  Steering,  Cooling  System  Anti-Freeze,  Battery, 

Brake  Ruids  •  Set  Carburetor  Idle  if  required  •  Adjust  Drive  Belts 
Tension  if  required  •  Adjust  Steering  Gear  Box  if  required  • 

Inspect  Drive-Fan  Belts  &  Hoses  •  Inspect  &  adjust  Brakes*  • 

Inspect  Steenng  &  Suspension  •  Inspect  Exhaust  System  • 

Inspect  Under  Carnage  •  Check  &  Adjust  Clutch  Free  Ptay*  •  Check 
Charging  System  •  Check  Starting  System  •  Rotate  Tires  Upon 
Request*  •  Check  Tire  Pressure  •  Check  Lights  •  Road  Test 

Most  cars  4  Light  tructe~Waste disposal  included  *  *  ,uel  in,ec,10n  P*a,inurT1  Plugs.  4*4  extra  Some  models  require  valve  adjustments  to  complete  service  at  extra  cost 


FAST  QUALITY  SERVICE  AT  LOW,  LOW  PRICES! 

New  State  of  the  Art  Equipment  •  16  Lifts  for  Fast  Service  •  We  ll  Beat  Any  Competitor  s  Written  Price! 


DISCOUNT 


BRAKE  &  CLUTCH 


“Best  Brake  &  Clutch  in  Town  Since  1982’ 


431-3700 

740  Valencia  St.  (between  18th  &  19th.  near  BART  8  Muni) 
Monday  —  Friday,  7:30  am  -  6  pm  •  Saturday  8  am  -  6  pm 

sat* 


*We  do  not  pay  our  service  writers  or  auto  technicians  commissions.  Often,  additional  parts  or  labor  may  be  needed  to  complete  repair 
properly.  Cost  may  be  substantial.  We  perform  the  highest  quality  service  at  the  lowest  possible  price.  Must  present  coupon  when 
service  order  is  written.  NO  EXCEPTIONS!  These  coupons  may  not  be  combined  with  any  of  our  other  offers. 


Craftcare  Hardwood  Floors 

Specializing  in  All  Phases  of  Finished  Wood  Flooring 
WHERE  QUALITY  WORK  IS  OUR  PRIORITY! 
Free  Estimates  www.craftcare.net  (415)  826-6330 
Owner:  Bryan  McCue  •  State  License  #576013 


No-Nonsense  Real  Estate 

You  need  someone  to  find  you  the  right  home  or  to  sell  your 
house  for  the  best  price  and  terms.  As  your  Noe  Valley  neighbor, 
that's  what  I  do.  No  games  —  /  work  with  you  directly  and 
honestly  to  get  the  result  you  need. 


Learn  More 

I  provide  sellers  a  comparative  analysis  for  their  home  and  a 
detailed  marketing  plan.  And  my  Web  site  has  many  resources  for 
both  buyers  and  sellers,  at  no  cost  or  obligation: 

■  Unique,  powerful  mortgage  qualification,  calculation,  and 
comparison  tools 

■  Tips,  how-to  guides,  and  resources  —  including  free  newsletter 

■  Easy  access  to  the  latest  listings,  including  automatic 
notification 


n/ 


Education 

Foundation 


To  help  local  teachers,  I  donate 
$100  of  each  transaction  to  the 
Education  Foundation 


Galen  Gruman 

Honesty  ■  Commitment  ■  Service 

Working  For  You 

www.GrumanHomes.com 
email  galen@grumanhomes.com 
office  (415)  647-0996  ■  cell  (415)  867-7389 
office  2241  Market  St,  San  Francisco,  CA  94114 


Prudential 

California  Realty 


NOE’S  BAR 


Noe  Valley’s  Original  Sports  Bar 


GO  GIANTS! 

Located  at  the  corner  of  24th  &  Church 

415-282-4007 


MMN  PLUMBING 

•  Sewer  A  Drain  Cleaning  •  Water  Jetter  •  Water  Heater  A  Toilets 

•  Sewer  Video  Camera  •  Water  A  Gas  Repipes  *  Faucets  A  Fixture  Installs 

•  Sewer  Replacement  •  Grease  Traps  A  Disposals 


Kitchen  &  Bath  Remodeling 


Experienced  *  Reliable  *  Excellent  References 

Lie.  «  822482  415.469.9620  Insured  and  Bonded 


CARLIN’S  GARDENS 


Organic 


Garden 


Artistry 


17  year’s  experience 


design 

installation 

maintenance 

renovation 


Carlin  Ellison  415-826-3127 


B.  Birmingham  Inc. 

GENERAL  CONTRACTOR 

New  Garages 

Kitchens,  Baths  and  Complete  Renovations 
Horizontal  and  Vertical  Additions 
Seismic  Strengthening 

Providing  fine  craftsmanship  and  custom  home  remodeling 


415.731.4542 

bryanbirmingham@aol.com 


License  #  706747 

Quality  construction  since  1985 


■C  KitchenSync 

Creative  Kitchen  Design  and  Cabinetry 


Showroom  at 
1752  Church  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94131 
415.550.7701 


FREE 

Kitchen  Design 
Layout  &  Estimate 


KrcribMcfcJ  CORIAN®  GRANITE  ZODIAQ’ 

C«4lnBtry  ^ 
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STORE 

TREK 


Store  Trek  is  a  regular  feature  of  the 
Noe  Valley  Voice  profiling  new  stores 
and  businesses  in  the  neighborhood.  This 
month  we  introduce  a  women's  clothing 
store,  a  nail  salon,  a  shoe  store,  and  a  shop 
selling  tobacco  products. 


Teresa  Gay,  owner  of  La  Coterie  Style 
Studio,  is  importing  many  of  her  high-end 
fashion  lines  from  Europe. 


La  Coterie  Style  Studio 
3961A  24th  Street  between  Noe  and 

Sanchez  streets 

4I5-STYLE-911  or  415-789-5391 
www.lacoterie.com 

On  July  1 6,  Teresa  Gay  held  an  opening 
party  for  her  new  women’s  clothing  bou¬ 
tique,  La  Coterie  Style  Studio.  Located 
across  the  street  from  Bell  Market,  the  shop 
takes  over  the  space  previously  occupied  by 
the  children’s  clothing  store  Lit’l  Lizards. 

La  Coterie’s  merchandise  is  a  far  cry 
from  the  former  tenant’s  homegrown, 
comfy  kids’  wear.  It’s  all  about  sophisti¬ 
cated  fashion,  much  of  it  from  Europe,  and 
the  slacks,  blouses,  jeans,  and  coats  are 
probably  not  for  those  on  a  shoestring.  For 
example,  a  pearl  pink  silk  skirt  by  Chaiken 
is  $260,  a  Tocca  floral  felicity  dress  is  $258, 
and  a  black  wool  suit  coat  with  lace  trim  by 
Paola  Frani  is  $600. 

“It’s  definitely  high-end,”  says  Gay,  who 
worked  for  more  than  12  years  as  a  mar¬ 
keting  and  management  consultant.  Her 
clients  included  Visa,  AOL,  and  the  Gap, 
Inc.  In  the  business  world,  the  37-year-old 
Gay  had  to  dress  the  part,  but  she  always 
tried  to  bring  her  own  sense  of  style  to  her 
outfits.  She  hopes  to  do  the  same  for  her 
customers,  whom  she  thinks  will  mainly  be 
women  like  her:  professionals  in  need  of 
chic  work  and  eveningwear. 

“Noe  Valley  is  the  perfect  location  be¬ 
cause  there’s  nothing  like  La  Coterie  here,” 
she  explains.  She  herself  lives  on  26th 
Street  and  knows  what  it’s  like  to  have  to 
tromp  off  to  other  shopping  meccas,  such 
as  Hayes  Valley  or  Union  Street,  to  find 
clothes  for  the  boardroom.  “I  get  my  fun 
clothes  at  Rabat  or  A  Girl  and  Her  Dog,  but 
for  business  there  isn’t  much  selection.” 

Gay  and  her  assistant  manager,  Colleen 
Abrie,  feel  the  clothes  and  accessories  the 
shop  carries  will  most  likely  appeal  to 
women  in  their  mid-30s  on  up.  To  that  end, 
they  are  hosting  free  workshops  (advance 
signup  is  required)  the  second  Thursday  of 
each  month,  addressing  issues  relating  to 
fashion  such  as  personal  style,  auditing 
one’s  closet,  and  body  image.  Starting  in 
September,  they  will  also  hold  events  on 
Monday  nights — around  the  time  Monday 
Night  Football  airs.  “It’s  going  to  be  some¬ 
thing  unique,”  Gay  promises. 

“I  want  La  Coterie  to  convey  a  welcom¬ 
ing  and  approachable  environment  where 
women  feel  comfortable,”  she  adds.  "When 
people  hear  the  name,  I  want  them  to  think 


of  an  innovative,  unique  place  to  shop. .  .and 
to  develop  their  unique  style.”  Coterie  is  the 
French  word  for  clique  or  circle  of  friends. 

As  for  the  shop’s  decor.  Gay  is  fortunate 
that  her  boyfriend,  Nick  Morisco,  is  also  an 
architect.  The  walls  are  painted  gray  and 
highlighted  by  splashes  of  La  Coterie’s  sig¬ 
nature  orange.  Adding  to  the  family  affair, 
the  copper-topped  “cash  wrap"  was  de¬ 
signed  and  built  by  Gay’s  father.  A  friend 
built  the  benches  and  tables. 

Clothing  brands  include  MaxMara, 
Louis  Verdad,  and  Catherine  Malandrino. 
The  boutique  is  also  the  exclusive  carrier  of 
Paola  Frani,  whose  clothing  line  Gay  dis¬ 
covered  while  traveling  in  Paris.  She  knew 
immediately  that  she  wanted  to  include  the 
designer  in  her  collection. 

Additionally,  La  Coterie  carries  lingerie, 
scarves,  purses,  and  jewelry  by  Claudia  Kus- 
son.  Double  Happiness,  and  Babylone.  The 
baubles  range  in  price  from  $70  to  $350. 

La  Coterie  Style  Studio  is  open  Monday 
through  Friday,  1 1  a.m.  to  7  p.m.;  Saturday, 
10  a.m.  to  6  p.m.;  and  Sunday,  1 1  a.m.  to 
5  p.m. 

— Olivia  Boler 

Noe  Valley  Nails 

1484  Church  Street  near  27th  Street 

415-920-8923 

If  the  streets  of  Noe  Valley  are  any  indi¬ 
cator  of  economic  health,  it  might  be  wise 
to  dump  the  hog  bellies  and  begin  investing 
in  nail  parlor  futures. 

Kenny  La  is  a  true  believer — he  and 
partner  Helen  have  just  opened  their  fourth 
nail  salon,  and  second  one  on  Church  Street, 
in  the  space  recently  vacated  by  the  Willa 
gift  shop.  By  any  standard,  business  appears 
to  be  booming. 

With  newer,  spa-style  chairs  and  enough 
space  for  nine  different  stations,  the  atmos¬ 
phere  inside  Noe  Valley  Nails  is  one  of  or¬ 
derly  hubbub.  Women  sit  blissed  out  with 
their  feet  in  buckets  or  op  towels,  little  blue 
spacers  between  each  toe;  other  women 
hold  their  hands  in  the  air  as  newly  applied 
acrylic  polish  dries. 

A  door  in  the  rear  slides  open  and  two 
prone  gleaming  and  polished  calves  appear. 
“That’s  the  waxing  room,”  Kenny  La  says, 
as  the  door  to  the  private  room  closes.  “We 
sell  more  manis,  pedis,  and  waxes  than  any¬ 
thing  else.” 


Noe  Valley  Nails  owner  Kenny  La  admires 
the  manicure  received  by  customer 
Rebecca  Lenox. 


Manicures  at  Noe  Valley  Nails  start  at  $6 
(French  manicures  are  $8),  pedicures  are 
$  1 2,  and  the  combination  of  a  manicure  and 
pedicure,  $13  to  $15.  Eyebrow  tints  are  $8. 

Like  cucumbers  at  Safeway,  there  appear 
to  be  few  body  parts  that  cannot  be  waxed: 
lips  ($5),  chins  ($5),  arms  ($16  and  up),  legs 
(whole  and  half,  $1 2/$23)  are  on  the  menu, 
as  are  bikini  ($10)  and  Brazilian  ($25) 
waxes.  Foot  and  shoulder  massages  can  also 
be  arranged,  for  $8  to  $23. 

Why  should  a  customer  try  Noe  Valley 
Nails  instead  of  one  of  the  dozen  other  sim¬ 
ilar  shops  in  the  neighborhood? 

“Because  we  have  experienced  girls,”  La 
says.  “They  have  worked  for  me  for  five  to 
ten  years.  They  are  professionals,  not  kids 


off  the  street.  And  we  are  very  clean.” 

Don’t  think  these  traits  are  appreciated 
only  by  women. 

“We  get  men  too,"  La  says.  “They  like 
buffing.  They  know  they  have  to  come  in 
often,  because  if  they  wait  till  they  get  old, 
their  feet  won’t  look  good  anymore.” 

It  has  been  1 5  years  since  La,  then  work¬ 
ing  as  a  roofing  contractor,  opened  Angel’s 
Nails  two  blocks  up  Church  Street.  By 
2004,  his  salon  has  become  a  Noe  Valley 
fixture.  He  hopes  Noe  Valley  Nails  will 
soon  be  one,  too. 

Noe  Valley  Nails  is  open  Monday 
through  Friday,  9  a.m.  to  7:30  p.m.;  Satur¬ 
day,  9  a.m.  to  7  p.m.;  and  Sunday,  10  a.m. 
to  7  p.m. 

— Doug  Konecky 


Manager  Annie  O’Dorisio  likes  how  Shoe 
Biz  showcases  its  footwear,  including  the 
baby  shoes.  Photos  by  Pamela  Gerard 


Shoe  Biz,  Inc. 

3810  24th  Street  near  Church  Street 

415-821-2528 

www.shoebizsf.com 

In  Cover  to  Cover  Booksellers’  old  loca¬ 
tion  on  24th  Street,  the  world  of  books  has 
been  replaced  by  the  world  of  shoes — and 
some  snazzy  ones  at  that. 

On  June  1 9,  after  transforming  the  book¬ 
store  into  a  sleek,  airy  boutique  with  pol¬ 
ished  wood  floors,  comfy  couches  and 
chairs,  steel  ceiling  lamps,  and  full-length 
mirrors,  Nooshin  Esmaili  and  her  husband 
Mehran  opened  the  doors  to  Shoe  Biz,  Inc. 

The  store  carries  men’s,  women’s,  and 
children’s  shoes,  as  well  as  bags,  hats, 
socks,  and  hosiery,  and  is  the  couple’s  sixth 
San  Francisco  storefront.  There  are  four 
other  locations  on  Haight  Street  and  one  on 
Valencia  Street. 

The  Esmailis,  who  live  in  Millbrae, 
opened  their  first  Shoe  Biz  on  Haight  Street 
in  1979  and  describe  the  styles  they  carry  as 
“dressy  comfort  shoes,”  with  an  affordable 
price  tag.  Fall  is  the  shop’s  strongest  fash¬ 
ion  season,  especially  in  the  realm  of  boots. 

“We  emphasize  shoes  you  can  wear  to 
work  but  also  go  for  a  walk  in,”  says 
Nooshin  Esmaili,  who  admits  she  was  not 
all  that  fashion-conscious  when  she  and  her 
husband  opened  their  first  store.  “Shoes 
should  be  comfortable  yet  presentable.” 

With  that  in  mind,  Shoe  Biz  is  stocked 
with  a  selection  ranging  from  practical, 
leather  lace-ups  to  funky,  flower-festooned 
kitten  heels  to  ultra-hip,  casual  sneakers. 
Esmaili  travels  to  Europe  and  Asia  several 
times  a  year,  buying  directly  from  factories 
in  order  to  cut  costs.  Some  recognizable 
names  include  SteVe  Madden,  Ugg,  and 
Marc  Jacobs,  a  label  that  wins  the  prize  for 
most  expensive  item  in  the  store  (fuchsia 
ankle  boots:  $500).  Other  brands  are  Taxto, 
Miz  Mooz,  Lacoste,  and  Tsubo. 

Most  men’s  shoes  are  in  the  $85  to  $120 
range;  women’s  go  for  $39  to  $345.  One  can 
find  athletic  shoes  by  old  reliables  such  as 
Puma,  Saucony,  Vans,  and  New  Balance, 
ranging  in  price  from  $44  for  simple  slip- 
ons  to  $1 10  for  leather  Converse  sneakers. 

Since  Wavy  Footprints  closed  down  the 
street,  there’s  been  a  dearth  of  children’s 
footwear  in  the  neighborhood,  a  detail  the 


Esmailis  have  made  an  effort  to  remedy. 

“It’s  something  customers  have  asked 
for,"  Esmaili  says,  adding  that  she  and  her 
staff  encourage  patrons  to  tell  them  if  they 
see  a  need  for  any  particular  product. 

Brands  included  in  the  kids’  collection 
are  Stride  Rite,  Geox,  and  Joe’s  Garb, 
which  run  from  $30  to  $50,  as  well  as  sneak¬ 
ers  by  Adidas  and  Converse.  There  are  even 
shoes  for  babies  by  Jack  &  Lily  ($25). 

“We’ve  always  wanted  to  have  a  shop  in 
Noe  Valley,”  Esmaili  says  with  a  smile. 
What  she  likes  is  the  reputation  Noe  Val- 
leyans  have  of  being  loyal,  repeat  customers 
who  support  locally  owned  businesses. 

The  Esmailis  hired  Annie  O’Dorisio,  a 
Noe  Valley  resident,  to  manage  the  24th 
Street  store. 

Shoe  Biz  is  open  Monday  through  Fri¬ 
day,  11  a.m.  to  7  p.m.;  Saturday,  10:30  a.m. 
to  6:30  p.m.;  and  Sunday,  1 1  a.m.  to  6  p.m. 

— Olivia  Boler 

Norcal  Smokes 

I185A  Church  Street  near  24th  Street 
415-285-0485 

At  first  glance,  a  smoke  shop  in  Noe  Val¬ 
ley  makes  about  as  much  sense  as  a  restau¬ 
rant  specializing  in  spotted  owl  tapas.  Jeff 
Violan  and  his  partner  Abdul  Farid,  how¬ 
ever,  surveyed  the  neighborhood  and  saw 
only  a  good  business  opportunity. 

“There  are  no  smoke  shops  anywhere  in 
Noe  Valley,”  Violan  says,  “and  we’re  a  lot 
cleaner  and  the  neighborhood  is  tons  nicer 
than  down  in  the  Mission.” 

Norcal  Smokes  opened  on  Church  Street 
on  July  12,  in  the  small  space  once  occu¬ 
pied  by  Chatterbox  Gift  Gallery,  just  a  few 
doors  south  of  24th  Street.  Violan,  Farid, 
and  Violan’s  wife  Kathy  sell  cigarettes, 
lighters,  pipes,  inexpensive  cigars,  air  fresh¬ 
eners.  hideaway  soda  cans  (a  handy  item  for 
Noe  Valley  residents — stash  your  cigs  in¬ 
side  and  no  one  will  know),  bags  of  bulk  to¬ 
bacco,  rolling  papers,  and  other  smoking 
paraphernalia. 

But  the  mainstay  of  their  business  is 
Marlboro  cigarettes.  At  $3.60  per  pack, 
$  1 0.50  for  a  three-pack,  and  $29.99  per  car¬ 
ton,  Norcal’s  prices  are  inexpensive  and 
cheaper  than  at  Walgreen’s,  the  neighbor¬ 
hood’s  previous  low-cost  tobacco  emporium. 

Nonsmokers  will  be  amazed  to  know 
there  are  16  different  types  of  Marlboros. 
Norcal’s  largest  sellers  by  far  are  the  old  red 
regulars  and  yellow  Lights  (Lights  have 
long  surpassed  regulars  as  Marlboro’s  best¬ 
seller  nationally),  but  you  can  also  buy 
Milds,  100s,  Ultra  Lights,  Menthols,  and 
Blend  No.  27,  and  most  of  these  come  in 
different  lengths  and  package  styles.  Old- 
school  Camels  (the  nonfilters  Bogie  craved) 
are  still  popular,  as  well  as  American  Spirit 
organic  cigarettes.  If  rolling  your  own  is  an 
option,  you  can  save  a  bunch  of  money — a 
full  pound  of  Double  Take  tobacco  costs 
less  than  $  1 0.  A  few  packets  of  Zig-Zag  pa¬ 
pers,  dude,  and  you're  on  your  way. 

The  more  basic  question  is:  How  many 
people  in  Noe  Valley  actually  smoke?  More 
than  you’d  think.  “There  are  lots  of  closet 
smokers,”  Violan  says.  “They  come  in  here 
because  we’re  convenient.  They  buy  their 
carton  and  hurry  home.” 

In  case  you  were  wondering,  neither  29- 
year-old  Violan  nor  his  partner  Farid 
smokes. 

Jeff  Violan  is  an  I.T.  (information  tech¬ 
nology)  networker  during  the  day  and  only 
comes  to  the  shop  at  night  (his  mother-in- 
law  Fely  runs  the  shop  when  Jeff’s  not 
there),  while  partner  Farid  operates  another 
smoke  shop  across  the  bay  in  Hayward.  Jeff 
and  Kathy  live  in  South  San  Francisco,  and 
for  all  you  local  boosters,  Kathy  Violan 
went  to  Sanchez  Elementary  and  Everett 
Middle  School. 

Hours  at  Norcal  Smokes  are  Monday 
through  Friday,  10  a.m.  to  8  p.m.:  Saturday, 
10  a.m.  to  7  p.m.;  and  Sunday,  1 1  a.m.  to  6 
p.m. 

— Doug  Konecky 
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Whether  you  are  on  a  hill  or  in  the  valley 

FOR  ALL  YOUR  REAL  ESTATE  NEEDS... 
ALWAYS  DEMAND  THE  BEST 

Let  HetuCeC  Handle  It 


Daniel  Hendelj  Real  Estate  Agent 

Top  Producer  -  P resident’s  Elite 
Top  4  Percent  Internationally 

(415) 338-0221 

www.danhendeUPtTi 

www.CAMoves.com/daniel.hendel 

Homes  on  Hills  by  Hendel 

Thank  you  for  your  referrals! 

Call  for  a  free  market  analysis 

Coldwell  Banker 
2633  Ocean  Ave.  at  19th 
San  Francisco,  CA  94132 


"Good  service,  good  coverage,  good  price  — 

That's  State  Farm  Insurance." 

i 

STATE  FARM 

1501  Church  Street 

San  Francisco,  California 

California  license  #0685450 

415-647-3007 

INSURANCE 

Like  a  good  neighbor, 

’  State  Farm  is  there.  ® 

STATE  FARM  INSURANCE  COMPANIES  •  HOME  OFFICES:  BLOOMINGTON,  ILLINOIS 

Paxton  Gate 

Exceptional  Gardens 

Design  and  Construction  since  1992 

We  specialize  in  making  creative  use  of  any  outJoor  space. 
Our  master  stoneworkers  construct  fountains,  paths,  ponds 
&  retaining  walls.  Fine  construction  of  trellises,  arbors, 
decks  &  furniture  coupled  with  unique  plant  selection  can 
turn  your  outdoor  space,  whether  large  or 
small,  into  an  wonderful  extension  of  your 
home.  We  also  offer  irrigation,  lighting, 
maintenance  and  arborist  services. 

Visit  our  showroom  and  retail  store  at 
824  Valencia  St.,  log  on  to  paxtongate.com, 
or  call  us  at  415-824-1872. 

LIC  #825875 


Lively  when  you  want  it; 
a  hideaway  when  you  don’t. 


-><5yv- 

Dinner  and  Weekend  Brunch 
4123  24th  Street  at  Castro 
285-5598  call  for  hours 


Atlas  Landscapes 

Award  Winning 
Designers  &  Builders 
of  Fine  Gardens 


■  Irrigation,  Drainage,  Lighting,  Decks,  Fences 

■  Retaining  Walls,  Hot  Tub  Installation,  Planting 

■  Superb  Masonry  Work 

Phone  415-380-0604  ■  www.AtLands.com 
^ _ Ca.  Lie.  562324  _ 


“Serving  the  Bay  Area’s  solar  needs  since  1989” 

O  Natural  Gas  Cogeneration  O  Solar  Electric  O  Solar  Thermal 
O  Commercial  and  Residential  O 


Located  in  San  Francisco,  the  staff  at  Occidental  Power  has  been  designing  and  installing  solar  energy 
and  cogeneration  systems  for  over  20  years.  We  can  provide  you  with  a  turnkey  product  including 
permits,  blueprints,  and  engineering. 

•  Take  advantage  of  cash  rebates  and  tax  credit  incentives 

•  Increase  your  property  value  without  increasing  your  property  tax 

•  Zero  out  your  PG&E  bill  and  watch  your  meter  spin  backwards 

Please  contact  us  and  mention  this  ad  for  your  free  site  assessment  to  see  if  we  can  make  solar  work 
for  you. 

3629  Taraval  Street  •  San  Francisco  •  415.681.8861 
www.oxypower.com  •  solar@oxypower.com 


SchweD 


CONSTRUCTION 


Historic  Restoration 
Custom  Remodeling 


(415)  285-2160 


Alex  Schwed 
General  Contractor 

State  Lie.  No.  579875 


Member: 

/  £  % 

SBBBI 


The  Noe  Valley  Voice  •  September  2004  43 


FLORENCES 
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Illustrated 
Reminiscences 
bv  Florence  Holub 


Down  on  the 
Finn  Farm 

Longtime  Noe  Valley  Voice  contributor 
Florence  Holub  first  wrote  this  essay, 
about  idyllic  summers  gone  by,  for  our 
October  1990  issue. 

As  September,  the  true  San 

Francisco  summer,  comes  to  an 
end,  I  remember  a  summer 
place  that  for  many  years  gave  my  fam¬ 
ily  great  pleasure.  It  was  a  summer 
camp,  located  in  the  small  community 
of  Woodside,  Calif.,  and  known  to  those 
who  used  it  as  Camp  12,  or  the  Finn 
Farm. 

This  parcel  of  land  was  originally  a 
portion  of  Stanford  Weekend  Acres,  an 
open  grasslands  site  dotted  with  huge 
oak  trees.  Nestled  between  a  country 
road  and  a  creek.  Camp  12  was  pur¬ 
chased  in  the  early  1920s  by  12  Swede- 
Finn  families,  many  of  whom  were 
members  of  the  Swede-Finn  colony  liv¬ 
ing  in  or  around  Noe  Valley,  drawn 
together  by  their  common  cultural  back¬ 
ground.  The  camp  was  to  be  a  place  for 
picnics  and  baseball — the  size  was  per¬ 
fect  for  a  baseball  diamond,  and  the 
men  were  determined  to  play  ball. 

Each  family  placed  a  table  at  one  end 
of  the  camp,  under  the  oak  trees,  where 
food  prepared  at  home  could  be  served: 
open-faced  sandwiches,  pickled  herring, 
potato  salad,  and  coffee  cake. 

There  were  the  Johnsons  (three  dif¬ 
ferent  clans,  including  the  John 
Johnsons,  who  lived  on  Army  Street), 
Isaacsons,  Nelsons,  Andersons, 
Hendricksons,  Logases,  Rundquists, 
Dahlas,  and  Alholms.  One  of  the 
Alholm  sons,  Dagner,  worked  at 
Connell’s  Market  at  24th  and  Douglass 
streets  in  the  1930s,  and  later  as  a 
butcher  at  Reno's,  in  the  old  Surf  Super 
Market  (where  Rite  Aid  is  now). 

Dagner  and  his  wife  Sylvia  lived  in 
their  Diamond  Street  home,  between 
26th  and  Army  streets,  for  24  years. 
They  left  in  1978  when  the  hill,  they 
said,  seemed  to  get  terribly  steep. 

Every  family  had  relatives  and 
friends,  including  my  own  family,  who 
were  always  welcome  at  Camp  12.  In 
the  early  days,  we  slept  on  mattresses 
spread  out  under  the  trees.  But  there 
were  snakes  around,  and  when  one 
came  slithering  in  among  the  sleeping 
bags,  people  would  scream  and  yell 
with  fright.  After  one  particularly  rau¬ 
cous  night,  we  decided  that  there  would 
be  no  more  sleeping  under  the  trees. 


Instead,  one  side  of  the  camp  was 
divided  into  12  small  lots,  each  big 
enough  to  hold  a  tent.  Slips  were  num¬ 
bered  1  to  12,  put  into  a  box,  and 
shaken.  As  each  family  head  drew  out  a 
slip,  he  learned  the  location  of  his  lot  in 
the  row  that  started  near  the  road  and 
ended  near  the  creek. 

Storage  space  was  needed  for  the 
baseball  gear,  mattresses,  and  bedding, 
and  since  many  of  the  men  were  in  the 
building  trades  (carpenters  or  contrac¬ 
tors  who  laughingly  referred  to  them¬ 
selves  as  “wood  butchers”),  they  went 
to  work.  It  took  only  a  few  weekends  of 
sawing  and  hammering  to  complete  the 
first  structure — a  storehouse  later  called 
the  bam,  then  the  dance  hall,  and 
finally,  the  big  house.  The  big  house 
still  stands  alone  above  the  creek  near 
the  entrance  gate,  but  it  now  has  a  new 
use  as  a  darkroom. 

Most  of  the  early  weekenders  slept 
under  the  stars,  to  the  sound  of  crickets, 
on  balmy  nights,  but  on  damp  or  rainy 
evenings,  they  slept  lined  up  on  mat¬ 
tresses  on  the  storeroom  floor,  and  any 
overflow  had  to  improvise.  Dagner 
remembers  sleeping  cozily  beneath  a 
blanket  attached  to  the  bam  exterior  and 
fastened  at  the  other  end  to  the  running 
board  of  the  family  car — a  canvas- 
topped  Chalmers  touring  sedan. 

Camp  12  was  used  heavily  on  week¬ 
ends,  so  some  of  the  folks  pitched  tents 
for  sleeping  and  dressing.  The  first  tent 
platform  was  built  by  E.  K.  Nelson,  a 
contractor  who  lived  in  a  mansion  in 
Hillsborough  and  drove  a  big  expensive 
car  when  business  was  booming.  When 
business  was  ailing,  however,  he  arrived 
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house  with  indoor  plumbing  was  built 
near  the  creek.  And  this  in  turn  was  ren¬ 
dered  useless  after  the  county  water  and 
sewer  lines  were  laid. 

Every  year  a  picnic  and  dinner 
was  held,  to  which  friends  and 
relatives  bought  tickets,  the 
proceeds  of  which  paid  all  taxes  on  the 
property  for  the  entire  year.  It  was 
always  a  happy  occasion.  For  the 
children,  there  were  races  in  the  field 
and  swimming  in  the  creek.  For  the 
adults,  there  were  spirited  baseball 
games  and  horseshoe-throwing  contests 
behind  the  bam. 

In  the  evenings,  there  were  often  bam 
dances,  with  music  provided  by  the 
men,  who  played  Scandinavian  tunes  on 
fiddles,  harmonicas,  and  accordions. 
Lillian  Johnson  Sorg  (the  daughter  of 
John  Johnson)  remembers  Fred 
Isaacson  playing  harmonica  while  at  the 
same  time  dancing  with  a  partner!  Most 
of  the  men  were  members  of  the  Star  of 
Finland  Glee  Club,  so  there  were  a  lot 
of  impromptu  concerts  consisting  of 
Scandinavian  songs  like  “Helan  Gor,” 
which  translates  roughly  to  “Down  the 
Hatch,”  or  the  noble,  melodic 
“Finlandia,”  which  recalls  the  “Sweet 
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in  a  more  modest  automobile,  and  it 
was  during  one  of  these  lean  times  that 
he  was  forced  by  necessity  to  build  a 
platform  to  set  his  tent  up  on,  as  a  tem¬ 
porary  home.  Soon  the  whole  camp  had 
followed  his  lead. 

By  1929,  10  of  the  platforms  con¬ 
tained  small  houses  with  one  or  two 
rooms.  In  cold  weather,  cooking  was 
done  indoors  on  kerosene  stoves,  but  in 
fair  weather,  food  was  prepared  in  the 
shade  of  the  oak  trees,  where  John 
Dahla,  an  electrical  contractor  and  jack- 
•of-all-trades,  had  constructed  a  large 
stove  and  oven.  Here  the  women  could 
prepare  even  larger  quantities  of  food 
and  bake  bread  or  coffee  cake  to  accom¬ 
pany  the  constantly  brewing  coffee. 

In  the  beginning,  old-fashioned  out¬ 
houses  were  constructed  behind  the 
bam,  near  two  ever-present  hazards: 
poison  oak  and  bumblebees.  These  were 
demolished,  however,  when  the  pump 
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of  Home.” 
Lillian  also 
remembers  when 
the  creek  was 
dammed  to  provide 
deeper  water  for  swimming.  Sand  and 
cement  had  been  dumped  by  the  road, 
but  had  to  be  moved  down  to  the  creek. 
John  Dahla  built  a  wooden  trestle  that 
had  a  sled  in  it  to  carry  the  material.  The 
children  gleefully  got  into  the  spirit  and 
had  great  fun  riding  along  with  the  sup¬ 
plies.  The  end  result  was  a  cement  and 
river  rock  dam  that  still  stands  today. 

With  higher  water,  all  of  the  children 
learned  to  swim  in  that  pool.  And  Fred 
Isaacson  launched  his  boat.  Ducky, 
which  allowed  a  load  of  kids,  on  a  lazy 
summer  day,  to  drift  a  short  way  down 
the  stream  under  the  overhanging  leafy 
branches. 

The  dam  also  gave  campers  access  to 
the  16th  hole  of  the  Stanford  Golf 
Course,  and  after  the  golfers  departed  in 
the  evening,  the  ritualistic  “snipe  hunt” 
would  often  begin.  An  uninitiated 
young  guest  would  be  taken  across  the 
dam  and  up  the  bank  to  the  green. 


where  he  or  she  would  be  given  a  sack, 
a  flashlight,  and  instructions  in  the 
technique  of  the  hunt — then  left  alone 
to  entice  little  “snipes”  into  the  bag, 
using  directed  beams  from  the 
flashlight.  The  rest  of  the  children 
would  slip  into  the  nearby  bushes  to 
make  little  squeaking  noises  for  an  hour 
or  so,  and  then  return. 

The  snipe  hunter  always  innocently 
and  excitedly  related  how  he  had  heard 
snipe  sounds  nearby,  but  alas,  had 
caught  not  a  one  of  the  little  creatures. 
He  would  never  be  left  holding  the  bag 
again,  however,  for  henceforth  he 
would  be  an  initiated  “squeaker.” 

For  city  children,  this  place  provided 
a  fun-filled  summer  in  the  country. 

From  toddlers  to  teenagers,  they  swam 
in  the  creek  together,  played  in  the  field, 
and  danced  in  the  bam  to  the  music  of  a 
wind-up  phonograph — the  older  ones 
teaching  the  younger  ones  to  dance. 

Over  the  years,  the  children  who 
played  and  danced  together  grew  up  and 
left  behind  the  carefree  days  of  summer. 
Some  went  off  to  college,  many  married 
and  formed  new  associations  as  the 
Swede-Finn  colony  lost  its  cohesion. 
Some  brave  boys  went  off  to  war. 

During  the  war  years,  when  gasoline 
was  rationed,  it  took  the  entire  monthly 
allotment  of  gas  to  drive  from  the  city 
to  camp  and  back.  For  this  reason,  many 
of  the  houses  stayed  empty.  When 
World  War  II  ended.  Camp  12  had  a 
great  celebration  for  all  of  the  returning 
young  men,  and  it  was  almost  like  old 
times  again,  with  joyful  dancing,  feast¬ 
ing,  and  singing  of  many  renditions  of 
“Helan  Gor.” 

Most  of  the  houses  had  been  enlarged 
and  improved  by  this  time,  so  it  seemed 
like  a  practical  idea  to  rent  them  to 
Stanford  students  during  the  school 
term,  since  the  owners  used  the  houses 
mainly  during  the  summer. 

As  some  of  the  original  owners  died, 
their  houses  changed  hands.  John 
Dahla,  the  last  Swede-Finn  resident, 
bought  several  of  the  houses,  but  he 
eventually  sold  out  to  a  lawyer  named 
Templeton  when  he  decided  to  visit  his 
homeland,  Finland. 

A  decade  or  so  ago,  one  of  my  man 
Leo's  Stanford  photography  students 
invited  us  to  visit  him  in  one  of  the 
Camp  12  cottages,  where  he  then  lived. 
We  observed  that  although  the  faces  and 
names  had  changed,  the  same  coopera¬ 
tive  spirit  that  built  Camp  12 — and  the 
friendly  good  will  that  sustained  it — 
still  prevailed.  ■ 
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Homebirth 

Labor  Support 
Well-Woman  Exams 
Prenatal  Counseling 
Cervical  Caps 

Maria  A.  lorillo 
Licensed  Midwife 

415  285-9233 

▲  •▲•▲•▲•A 

Midwifery  Care 
to  understand 
and  experience 
the  beauty  and 
power  of  birth 

WISEWOMAN 

CHILDBIRTH 

TRADITIONS 

www.wisewomanchildbirth.com 

AGUiRRE 
TUTO  Ri  A 
SERVICES 


I  help  students  (grades  K-4)  to 
achieve  their  academic  potential  in 
the  following  areas: 

o  Reading 
o  Mathematics 
o  General  Studies 
o  Test  Preparation 


Annie  Aguirre 

CLAD  Credentialed  with 
5  years  of  teaching  experience 

415.215.2750 

www.annieaguirre.com 
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1 50% 

d  &  Large  Assortment  of  generous  sizes 
®  Ma<yVEx^Ha4a^e/  1302  CastroSt.al24th 

^  CONSIGNMENT 

415-282-6955  •  Noon  to  7  p.m.  Everyday 


/t«  easy, 
positive 
experience 
wKere  you  re 
treated  like 
family  and 
tlie  Doctors 
make  every 
effort  to  ensure 
your  comfort. 


Serving  Families  in  Noe  Valley  for  15  Years  •  Insurance  Plans  Welcome 
Saturday  Appointments  Available  *  Whitening  Available 

1508  CHURCH  ST.  (between  Duncan  &  27th  St.  on  the  Church  line)  TEL  415.647.6000 


Joy  Morris,  D.D.S.  •  Naomi  Carolino,  D.D.S. 


STOP  Smoking 
Guaranteed 

•  Free  phone  consultation 

•  Money-back  guarantee 

•  Hypnotherapy  and  NLP 

Call  Habit  Project 

for  additional  information 

(415)  386-0506 

Or  learn  more  at 

habitproject.com 

Offices  in  Noe  Valley  and  the 
Financial  District 


Katherine 
Michiels 
School 


Lie.  #380-50-4523 


A  well  balanced  program  of  academic  education, 
creative  shared  play,  and  structured  activities  —  an 
active  school  experience  for  growing  children. 

AGES  3  MONTHS  TO  5  YEARS  AND  ELEMENTARY 
Infants  -  Preschool  -  Pre-K  •  Kindergarten  -  1st  through  5th  Grade 
Daycare  7:00  a.m.  to  6:00  p.m.  •  Evening  Care  2:00  p.m.  to  Midnight 

(415)  821-1434 

Katherine  Michiels  •  1335  Guerrero  •  San  Francisco,  CA  94110 


Since  1973 

SYNERGY 

SCHOOL 


Grades  K  -  8 
Small  Classes 
Challenging  Academics 
Multi-Cultural 
Innovative  Programs 
Extended  Care 
Tuition  Assistance 

4 1  5-567-6 1  77 

www.synergyschool.org 
1 387  Valencia  Street  at  25th 


Celebrating  20  Years  in  Noe  Valley 

Clinical  Skin  Care  at  Isa's 


1401  Castro  St.  (at  jersey)  S.F.  •  415-641-8948 


Specializing  in  treatments  for  acne,  brown  spots,  uneven  skin  tones, 
fine  lines  and  wrinkles. 

Featuring  Image  Facial  Peels  using  Lactic  Salicychc  and  Glycolic  acids 

We  Perform  Microdermabrasion: « Diminish  the  appearance  of  fine 

lines  wrinkles  and  other  minor  skin 
damage 

»  Decrease  the  visible  signs  of 
enlarged  pores,  sun  damage  and 
skm  discoloration 
»  Encourage  cell  renewal. 

*  Unclog  pores 

•  Benefit  all  skin  types  and  textures. 

We  also  provide  the 
Vascutouch  System:  a 

quick  and  effective  way  to  remove 
unsightly  vascular  blemishes,  skin 
tags,  spider  veins  and  milia. 


Open  Sun.  —  Mon.  1 1 
Tues.  —  Fri.  10  —  8 
Sat.  9:30  —  6:30 


Salon 
and  Day  Spa 


www.lsaSalon.com 


Adopting? 

Newborns  •  Toddlers 
Stepparent  •  Domestic  Partners 
International  Re-adopt 


Law  Offices  of  Adams  &  Romer 


Practice  limited  to  adoption 


Susan  Romer,  PhD.  Attorney  at  Law 

415-643-4523 

1191  Church  Street  •  San  Francisco,  CA  94114 
E-mail:  adamsromer@aol.com 
www.l -800-U-ADOPT-US.COM 
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Hanging  Out  at  Douglass  Playground.  The  Mixon  family  kids  (from  left)  Taylor,  l3,Ashlynn,  8  and  Rian  10. 


Photo  by  Pamela  Gerard 
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pie  of  our  best  teachers 
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ADDA  CLEVENGER 

Junior  Preparatory  and 
Theater  School  for  Children 
Grades  K  —  8 


Where  children  get  more  from  their  time  spent  in  school 


At  Children’s  Day  School, we  believe  in  giving  kids  the  room  and 
inspiration  to  grow.  That’s  why  we  provide  our  preschoolers 
through  seventh  graders  with  one  of  the  largest  outdoor  school 
spaces  in  San  Francisco,  filled  with  farm  animals  and  an  enchanting 
organic  garden.  It’s  the  perfect  setting 
for  an  educational  program  that  is 
project-based,  integrated  across  academic 
disciplines  and  grounded  in  the  concept 
of  social  responsibility.  Our  curriculum  instills  a  passion  for  learning 
and  fosters  an  attitude  of  care  for  self,  for  others,  for  ideas  and 
for  the  environment. 

We  invite  you  to  meet  our  dedicated  team  of  educators. 
To  schedule  a  tour  and  to  find  out  about  our  sliding  scale  tuition, 
call  Aimee  Giles  at  4 1 5-86 1  -5432. 


ASK  ABOUT  OUR  EXPANSION 

6th  grade  began  fell  2003 
7th  grade  began  fell  2004 
8th  grade  begins  fell  2005 


/ 


An  inspired  community  of  learners  since  1 983 
333  Dolores  Street  (btw.  1 6th  &  1 7th),  San  Francisco 
4 1 5-86 1  -5432  /  www.cds-sf.org 


•  Academics  •  Athletics  •  Ar 


Longer  School  Day  and  Year 
In  Keeping  with  International  Standards 


All  students  of  the  school  are  members  of  the 

ADDA  CLEVENGER  YOUTH  CHORUS 
OF  SAN  FRANCISCO 


Choristers  receive  a  well  rounded  education  and  many 
opportunities  to  perform.  No  previous  training  is  required. 


Now  Accepting  Enrollment  in  All  Grades 
For  the  2004  -  2005  School  Year 

180  Fair  Oaks  Street 

in  Noe  Valley,  one  block  east  of  Dolores  at  23rd  Street 

(415)  824-2240 

www.addaclevenger.org 


V 
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what  s  that  smell. 


eres  some 


hi 


in 


Your  Neighborhood  Bakery 


your  neighborhood! 


We  are  happy  to  announce  that  we  have  returned  our  bread 
ovens  to  their  original  home  on  24th  Street  where  we  can 
concentrate  on  what  we  do  best — providing  an  authentic 
neighborhood  bakery  experience  for  our  customers. 

Stop  by  for  a  visit  to  experience  the  wonderful  tastes, 
textures  and  aromas  that  only  freshly  baked  breads  can 
deliver! 

Noe  Valley  Bakery  &  Bread  Company 
4075  24th  Street  at  Castro 
phone  415.550.1405 


artisan 


breads  and  pastries  •  cakes  for  every  occasion  •  custom  wedding  cakes  •  gourmet  lunch  menu  •  fair  trade  organic  coffee 


Got  Time? 

Let  us  do  the  cleaning! 


Green  Maids  offer  superb  home  & 
office  cleaning  using  people  & 
earth  friendly  cleaning  supplies. 

Call  us  for  a  free  estimate: 


415-468-9002 

More  Info:  greenmaids.com 


Mission  Dolores  School 

3371  16th  Street 

MM  mm.  .1 

¥  -  ' 

San  Francisco,  CA  94114 

MISSION 

Currently  accepting  applications 
for  the  2004-2005  school  year 

DOLORES 

SCHOOL 

for  Grades  K-7 

To  schedule  an  appointment 

for  a  school  tour 

please  call  415-861-7673 

Visit  our  website  at 

Sv 

www.missiondolores.org 

SAAALL  FRYS 

Noe  Valley  e  Favorite 
Children’s  Store 

Supporting  Our  Neighborhood  and 
Outfitting  Noe  Valley  Fids  for  more 
than  13  Years 


A  Star  Rated: 

One  of  San  Francisco’s  Best.” 


u 


—  Best  Places  City  Guide 

SAAALL  FRYS 

4066  24th  Street  in  the  Heart  of  Noe  Valley.  (415)  648-3954 

Children’s  sizes  0  to  7  (girls  dresses  to  1  4).  Open  every  day. 


Music  Together  of  San  Francisco 


Bring  music  into  your  life 
using  songs,  movement, 
rhythm  chants,  and 
instrument  play 


Iqtatanl  x 

Family 

cavorne 

WINNER 

IMS 


Infants 
Toddlers 
Preschoolers 
Big  Kids 
Parents 
Caregivers 


MUSIC 

TOGETHER 

THE  JOY  OF  FAMILY  MUSIC™ 


Join  a  Fall  Class  Now! 

Sept  13th  -  Dec  11th 

Mon  -  Sat,  Mornings  &  Afternoons 

Noe  Valley  and  7  other  locations 

Try  a  Free  Demo!!  415-596-0299 

www.musictogethersf.com 
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SCHOOL 

REPORT 


Thanks  to  the  Parents, 
Fairmount  Has 
Brand-New  Tile  Floors 

By  Jan  Ruiz 

Relaxing  summer  vacation?  Not  for 
Fairmount  families.  This  summer 
has  seen  a  hard-working  crew  of  parents 
(and  sometimes  kids)  spending  every 
weekend  on  their  hands  and  knees  at  the 
school,  ripping  out  carpets,  spreading  the 
floors  with  glue,  and  laying  down  tiles. 

“The  rugs  were  really,  really  old  and 
gross,  and  they  don’t  smell  good  and 
they’re  ugly,”  said  Elynn  Hagelshaw,  10, 
who’s  heading  into  fifth  grade  at  Fair- 


mount  after  spending  five  years  in  class¬ 
rooms  with  the  old  rugs.  Elynn  had 
kneepads  on  and  was  kneeling  in  a  sec¬ 
ond-floor  classroom  with  a  picture-per¬ 
fect  view  of  Bemal  Hill  out  the  window. 

Her  mother,  Julie  Hagelshaw,  spent 
many  hours  this  summer  working  on  the 
floors  so  that  “some  other  kids  won’t  have 
to  go  through  what  my  kids  went 
through,”  she  said. 

After  years  of  complaints  to  the  school 
district  from  parents,  and  notes  from  doc¬ 
tors  about  asthma  and  allergies,  the 
school  finally  got  word  “that  the  district 
didn’t  have  the  means  or  the  money  to  do 
it,  and  that  there  were  other  schools  even 
worse  off  than  we  were,”  said  Ken 
Hughes,  a  father  who  helped  organize  the 
work  and  lead  other  parents,  less  skilled 
in  contractor  work,  on  the  project. 

Hughes  estimates  that  the  volunteer 
parents  saved  the  school  between 
$40,000  and  $50,000  in  labor  (not  to 
mention  the  many  meals  that  other  par¬ 


A  Muse  For  Children 
At  the  Noe  Valley  Ministry 


Come  join  the  fun  for  an  exciting  time  in  ART!! 

Drawing,  Painting,  Collage,  Mixed  Media  and  More! 
Art  classes  will  begin  October  5th. 

Please  call  us  for  class  schedules  at 
415-648-4374  or  e-mail  us  at  lisaeltinge@aol.com. 

The  Noe  Valley  Ministry  is  located  at  1021 
Sanchez  Street  just  off  24th  Street. 

Your  children  will  be  amused  and  so  will  you!  © 


ents  prepared  and  served  to  the  crews). 
The  PTA  will  pay  for  the  1 0,000  to  1 2.000 
square  feet  of  tile,  which  was  sold  to  the 
school  at  a  reduced  price  from  Peacock 
Interiors. 

Along  with  the  various  volunteers  who 
dropped  in  throughout  the  summer,  there 
was  a  crew  of  dads  who  were  at  the  school 
every  Thursday  and  Friday  evening  and 
Saturdays:  Eddie  Williams,  Pat  Loughran, 
Ken  Hughes.  Rob  Weisenberger,  Mark 
Burden,  and  Ricardo  Alvarez. 

Twelve  rooms  now  have  floors  of  blue 
tiles — some  with  patterns  of  red  and  yel¬ 
low  tiles,  mixed  throughout — giving  the 
school  a  sunnier,  cleaner  look  and  a  much 
cleaner  smell,  too. 

“Aside  from  the  obvious  health  im¬ 
provement,  the  primary  colors  liven  up 
the  room,”  said  Ken  Jones,  a  dad  and  vol¬ 
unteer.  “We  went  from  rust  carpet  to  pri¬ 
mary-colored  tiles.” 

“It’s  great  all  these  parents  are  coming 
out — it  shows  we  have  a  real  commu¬ 
nity,"  said  Camilo  Francisco,  a  kinder¬ 
garten  teacher  who  was  laying  down  tile 
in  different  patterns  one  Friday  evening, 
contemplating  a  checkerboard  pattern  for 
his  classroom  so  that  he  could  play  “hu¬ 
man  checkers”  with  his  students. 

“When  you  opened  the  door  [previ¬ 
ously],  you  would  get  a  whiff  of  the  mold 
and  mildew,”  said  Francisco,  who  had 
been  working  on  other  classrooms  as  well 
as  his  own.  “I  can  tell  the  difference — you 
would  open  other  rooms'  doors  and  you 
wouldn’t  get  that.” 

The  work  done  by  families  this  sum¬ 
mer  will  benefit  students  for  many  years 
to  come.  And  when  the  day  does  arrive 
that  these  tiles  are  pulled  up,  there  will  be 


Fairmount  families  were  busy  this  summer, 
pulling  up  the  school’s  moldy  old  carpet 
and  replacing  it  with  bright  blue  tile. 

Photos  by  Idania  Lazo 


one  more  gift  to  future  generations:  hid¬ 
den  messages  that  students  wrote  on  the 
bottoms  of  the  tiles.. 

.*  *  * 

A  back-to-school  picnic  will  be  held  at 
Fairmount  on  Saturday,  Sept.  1 1 ,  from  1 1 
a.m.  to  2  p.m.  Families  can  meet  teach¬ 
ers,  friends  can  share  stories  from  the 
summertime,  and  everyone  can  check  out 
the  beautiful  new  classrooms. 

Editor’s  Note:  Voice  contributor  Sue  Cat- 
toche  will  be  back  in  the  October  issue 
with  news  from  James  Lick  and  Alvarado 
schools. 


SCHOOL  CONTACTS 

Fairmount  Elementary  School 
65  Chenery  Street  at  Randall 
415-695-5669 

Karling  Aguilera-Fort,  Principal 

Alvarado  Elementary  School 
625  Douglass  Street  at  Alvarado 
415-695-5695 
David  Weiner,  Principal 

James  Lick  Middle  School 
1220  Noe  Street  at  25th  Street 
415-695-5675 
Janice  Daniels,  Principal 


cotton  basics 


Back  f »  School 


Dickies  Girls  Pants 

aha 

Dickies  Painter  Pants 
in  our  own  great  hand-dyed  colors 

and 

Classic  Girl  Tees 

Check  out  ad$  ou/t  new  ^  eoCo/tsf 

1301  Castro  at  24th  Street  •  415.550.8646 
Open  7  Days 
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Muir  Glen 

'flpgjfr]  Organic  Pasta  Sauces  64  02.  -reg  5.99 


Odwalla  odwalla 

Half-Gallon 
Fresh  Juices 


all  flavors 
25.5  02  -reg  3.79 


uz.  -i  cy  /  a  _ 

2  for  $5 


LOVER 

STORNETTA 


Clover  Dairy 

Cage  Free  Large 
Brown  Eggs 


0 ITH’S  BEST, 

'babe food 


dozen  -reg  3.49 


Clover  Dairy 

Organic  Milk 

all  varieties 
64  oz.  -reg  3.39 

$2.99 


$2.99 


Capricorn  Coffee 

Dark  French  Roast 
Coffee  Beans 

Our  #1  Best  Seller 

16  02.  -reg  6.99 


Earth's  Best 

Baby  Food 
Sale! 

all  varieties 


2.5  oz.Beginners  ...................  5  for  $2 

4  oz.  Strained . . . . .....  5  for  $3 

6  oz.  Junior _ _ .......................  5  for  $4 

8  oz.  Cereals  ..........................  3  for  $6 


juice  lor  hunans 

6y|  OO  °ranse 

Y  mirnm  Grapefruit 
Carrot 
Apple 

Breyer's 

Ice  Cream 

56-64  02.  -reg  5.99 

$3.99 


Lowfat  Yogurt 

all  varieties  »  _ 

8  oz. -reg  95c  J 


Whipping  Cream 

16  oz.  -reg  3.49  8  02.  -reg  1.89 

$2.99  $1.59 


Sale  Prices  effective 
September  1  -  18,  2004 


Lundberg  Farms 

Organic  Risotto 

5.5  oz.  -reg  2.99 


Organic  Rice  Cakes 

"■  “  3  for  $5 


Calistoga 

Spring  Water 

1.5  liter  -reg  1.15  +CRV 

3  for  $2 


Free  Parking 

Across  the  Street 

In  our  Very  Own 

Parking  Lot  ! 

New  Hours! 
8:00  am  ■  9:00  pm 

Every  Day! 


We  Accept 

ATM  Cards 
Discover  Cards 
MasterCard  &  Visa 
Cash  &  Checks 
Elec.  Food  Stamps  G  EBT 


Hansen's 

Natural  Sodas 

all  varieties  +CRV 
6x12  oz.  -reg  3.29 


R.W.  Knudsen 

"Just"  Juices 

all  flavors  +CRV 
32  02.  -reg  4.99/6  99 


$1.99  Save  $2 


ATM 


GOOD  LIFE  GROCERY 


448  Cortland  Avenue  •  Bernal  Heights  •  San  Francisco  •  94110 


Come  home  to  Bernal  Heights 


JUST  LISTED! 

Charming  remodeled  home  on  coveted 
north  slope  of  Bernal  Heights.  Big  liv- 
ing/dining/kitchen  perfect  for  entertaining, 
with  French  doors  opening  to  walk-out 
private  garden  filled  with  roses. 


Walk  to  Cortland  shopping  from  this 
totally  renovated  2-unit  building  featuring 
2  BR/IBA  upper  and  IBR/I  BA  lower. 
Both  units  feature  open  floor  plans  and 
custom  detailing,  delivered  vacant! 


Thinking  of  buying  or  selling,  contact 

Stephen  Moore 
4 1 5.62 1 .4695 
HILL  &  CQ 

REAL  ESTATE 
1 880  Lombard  Street  SF,  CA  94 1 23 


Helping  you  find  your  way  home, 
from  south  to  north. 


uter  space 

LANDSCAPE  ARCHITECTURE 


f  m 

FT  ,  1 %u4! 


designing 
for  outdoor 


spaces 

living 


Jude  Helieweil,  CA  Lie. #4186  ■  Laura  White 

Tei  4  1  5.6  4  3.1  8  4  0  ■  www.outerspacela.com 


Shoemaker 


ARCHITECTS 


Doug  Shoemaker  ALA,  Licensed  Architect  since  1980 

415.648.1208,  Noe  Valley,  San  Francisco 


Quality  residential  architecture  and  design 


additions 


baths 


kitchens 
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ADOPTION  FAIR 

»  First  Sunday  of  each  month 
at  Zephyr  Real  Estate 
4040  24th  Street 
»  Now  accepting  applications  for 
Foster  Homes. 

»  Become  a  temporary  Foster  Home. 
Make  a  difference  in  one  dog’s  life. 

RocketDog  Rescue 
415-642-4786 

www.rocketdogrescue.org 

RocketDog  Rescue  is  a  501 C3  nonprofit  group 


I  We  rescue  not  tor  politics,  fortune  or  tame, 

my  triend,  but  tor  the  kiss  of  a  dog. 


Art  of  Cleaning  has  provided 
Cleaning  service  for  over  20  years. 

Professional  •  Insured  •  Bonded  •  Multilingual 

Customer  satisfaction 
is  the  ultimate  focus 

to  make  your  life  shine  -  with  our  caring  and 
creative  approach 


Art  of  Cleaning 
2800  Van  Ness  Avenue 
San  Francisco,  CA  941 09 

41 5-447-2004 

restrada@amsisf.com 


Mike’s  of  Noe  Valley 

Complete  SHOE  REPAIR  Service 


SPENCO 


Expert  Repairs  &  Service 


•  Orthopedic  Repair 

■  Zipper  Replacement 

■  Leather  Dyework 

■  Fabric  Dyework 

■  Western  &  Hiking  Boots  Specialists 

■  Birkenstock  Repairs  (authorized) 

■  Shines 


■  Rockports  /  Redwing  /  Timberland 
Resoling 

■  Shoe  &  Boot  Stretching 

■  Spenco  Dealer  (authorized) 

■  Handbag,  Belt,  Tote  &  Soft 
Luggage  Repairs 

■  Shoecare  /  Footcare  Accessories 


4071  24th  Street  -  SF  ■  CA  94114 
415-821-2094 

Hours:  Mon.  -  Fri.  9  a.m.  -  7  p.m.  ■  Sat.  9  a.m.  -  4  p.m. 


Calling  all  pets: 

dogs,  cats,  birds,  fish, 

hamsters,  mice,  and  iguanas! 


Join  your  neighbors  at  St.  Paul’s  parish 

Sunday,  October  3rd 

The  Annual  Blessing  of  the  Animals 
by  Father  Mario 

1:00  p.m.  following  the  12:15  Mass 
on  the  front  steps  of  the  church 

(& 

22 1  Valley  Street 
415-648-7538 


NOE  VALLEY  PET  COMPANY 

A  STORE  FOR  CATS  &  DOGS 


We  now  sell  Primal  and 
Nature’s  Variety  raw  diets, 
including  frozen  bones. 


1451  Church  St.,  San  Francisco 

415  282  7385  I  noevalleypet.com 
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for  artists  of  all  ages 


3961  24th  Street  Across  From  Bell  Market  415.695.0506 
Art  Supplies  for  All  Ages  and  All  Mediums! 

BACK  TO  SCHOOL  -  we  are  stocked  and  ready  for  the  season 
STOP  BY  for  new  class  postings  or  go  to 

www.artsakesf.com 

FOR  ALL  THE  NEWEST  CLASS  INFORMATION 

-  Just  For  Fun  - 

&  &czl66/ec/oo(//e) 

Cards,  Gifts,  Toys,  Social  Stationery,  Custom  Printing  and  More... 

1 7  years  in  Noe  Valley ! 

415.285.4068  •  3982  24th  Street  •  justforfun.invitations.com 


"EDITOR’S  CHOICE"  Out  &  About  1998-2003 


GUEST  HOUSE 


THE  CASTRO  & 

NOE  VALLEY’S 

PREMIER  HOTEL/B&B 

•  Convenient  Location 

•  Beautiful  Public  Rooms, 

Gardens  &  Steam  Spa 

•  Complete  Business 
Traveler  Amenities 

520  Church  Street,  San  Francisco,  CA  94114  (4 1 5)  62 1  -3222  www.parkerguesthouse.com 


Give  a  mug  and  a  hug! 


Send  the  Big  Hug  Mug  Bouquet. 


An  adorable  stuffed  bear 
is  just  the  thing  to  say, 

“Here’s  a  big  hug  from  me. 

And  with  the  Big  Hug  Mug 
overflowing  with  a  friendly 
assortment  of  flowers, 
warm  feelings  are  guaranteed. 

Gourmet  Gift  Baskets,  too! 


NOE  VALLEY  COMPUTERS 


Sales  -  Service  -  Networking 

Specialists  in  Small  Business  and  Home  Office  Networking 

Authorized  Reseller  for  RCN  Cable  and  COVAD  DSL 

I  PC,  Notebook  &  Laser  Printer  Repair  | 

SB .  — H 


Serving  Noe  Valley  for  15  Years 

100  Clipper  Street  ©Church  282-3000 


824-3233  •  4080  24TH  SlhEET  (NOE) 


OTUefloia 
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BOOKS  in  our  BRANCH 


This  month’s  new  book  list,  chosen  by  Noe  Valley  librarians  Carol  Small  and  David  Scon, 
features  stories  by  Ray  Bradbury,  an  in-depth  look  at  the  Halliburton  Corporation,  and  a 
kids'  mystery  about  three  mice  who  live  in  a  museum.  To  find  out  which  selections  are 
available,  call  695-5095.  log  onto  www.sfpl.org,  or  visit  the  Noe  Valley-Sally  Brunn  Library  at 
451  Jersey  Street  near  Castro  Street.  Besides  books,  the  Noe  Valley  Library  offers  magazines, 
newspapers,  DVDs,  music  CDs,  Internet  access,  and  the  archives  and  index  to  the  Noe  Valley 
Voice.  Branch  hours  are  Tuesdays,  10  a.m.  to  9  p.m.;  Wednesdays,  1  to  9  p.m.;  Thursdays,  10 
a.m.  to  6  p.m.;  Fridays,  1  to  6  p.m.;  and  Saturdays,  10  a.m.  to  6  p.m. 


Adult  Fiction 

The  Cal’s  Pajamas  is  a  collection  of 
mostly  unpublished  stories  written  from  the 
1940s  to  2003  by  science-fiction  legend  Ray 
Bradbury. 

S*  The  Tyrant’s  Novel,  by  Schindler’s  List 
author  Thomas  Keneally,  is  a  modem  politi¬ 
cal  allegory  set  in  a  nameless  desert  country 
ruled  by  a  despot. 

«  In  John  Updike’s  Seek  My  Face,  an  inter¬ 
view  with  the  wife  of  two  major  artists  sheds 
light  on  the  mid-  and  late-20th-century 
American  art  scene. 

<  Sappho’s  Leap,  by  Fear  of  Flying  author 
Erica  Jong,  is  a  fictionalized  memoir  of  the 
Greek  poet  Sappho,  circa  600  B.C. 

Adult  Nonfiction 

<£>  The  history  of  a  controversial  company  is 
explored  in  The  Halliburton  Agenda:  The 
Politics  of  Oil  and  Money,  by  journalist  Dan 
Briody. 

America’s  response  to  AIDS  in  develop¬ 
ing  nations  is  detailed  in  Greg  Behrman’s 
The  Invisible  People:  How  the  U.S.  Has 
Slept  Through  the  Global  AIDS  Pandemic, 
the  Greatest  Humanitarian  Catastrophe  of 
Our  Time. 

$  The  Scottish  rival  of  Queen  Elizabeth  I 
gets  her  rightful  place  in  history  in  John 
Guy’s  biography  Queen  of  Scots:  The  True 
Life  of  Mary  Stuart. 

In  The  Americans  at  D-Day,  University 
of  Missouri  history  professor  John  C. 
McManus  tells  the  story  of  the  June  6,  1944, 
Normandy  invasion. 

Children’s  Fiction 

New  letter  learners  with  a  need  for  speed 
will  enjoy  the  alliterative  rpmp  in  The  Race- 
car  Alphabet  by  Brian  Floca.  Ages  2  to  5. 

<S>  Soar  into  a  little  boy’s  imagination  as 
Captain  Bob  Takes  Flight  in  Roni  Schot- 
ter’s  new  picture  book.  Ages  3  to  5. 

V'  Big  Brown  Bear’s  Up  and  Down  Day  by 
David  McPhail  features  Bear  making  an 
unexpected  new  friend.  Ages  3  to  5. 


S'  In  Jean  Little’s  easy  reader  Emma’s 
Strange  Pet,  issues  relating  to  allergies  and 
adoptive  siblings  are  handled  with  sensitiv¬ 
ity.  Ages  5  to  8. 

<  The  Great  Googlestein  Museum  Mystery 
by  Jean  Van  Leeuwen  describes  a  week  when 
three  mice  live  in  a  famous  New  York 
museum,  where  one  of  the  mice  rollerblades 
down  the  ramp  and  one  causes  quite  a  stir  in 
the  art  world.  Ages  7  to  9. 

<i'  After  12-year-old  Colleen  switches  the 
babies  late  one  night,  she  finds  it 
increasingly  difficult  to  tell  the  truth,  in 
Prairie  Whispers  by  Frances  Arrington. 

Ages  10  and  up. 

Children’s  Nonfiction 

S  A  Horse  Named  Seabiscuit,  by  Cathy  and 
Mark  Dubowski,  tells  the  story  of  a  funny¬ 
looking  horse  who  lost  over  35  races  in  a 
row,  but  went  on  to  win  many  races  and 
serve  as  a  symbol  of  hope  during  the  Great 
Depression.  Ages  7  to  10. 

$  In  September  II,  2001:  Attack  on  New 
York  City,  reporter  and  editor  Wilbom 
Hampton  provides  a  number  of  first-person 
accounts  of  an  unforgettable  day  in  American 
history.  Ages  10  and  up. 


LIBRARY  EVENTS 


Stories  and  Films  for  Children 

<£■  Kids  2  to  5  are  invited  to  attend  preschool 
story  time  at  10  a.m.  on  Tuesdays,  Sept.  7 
and  28.  Children  3  to  5  can  come  watch  short 
films  at  10  and  1 1  a.m.  on  Tuesday,  Sept.  14. 

Saturday  Lapsits 

<i>  Share  stories,  songs,  and  fingerplays  with 
your  baby  or  toddler  at  the  library’s  lapsits  at 
10:30  a.m.  on  Saturday,  Sept.  4  and  1 1 . 


Chanticleer  in  Concert 

Sunday,  September  19th  7pm 


A  benefit  for 


St.  Matthew's  Lutheran  Church 
3281  16th  Street  (near  Dolores) 
Tickets  $20  advance;  $25  at  the  door.  Call 
(415)  863  6371. 


kJ 


Integral  Counseling  Center 
at  Church  Street 


Affordable,  reliable,  caring  counseling 
SERVICES  FOR  THE  NOE  VALLEY  COMMUNITY. 

The  Integral  Counseling  Center  offers  mind-body-spirit  psychotherapy  to 
individuals,  couples,  and  families,  providing  a  safe  and  supportive  setting  to  explore 
a  wide  range  of  life  issues — emotional,  interpersonal,  psychological,  or  spiritual. 

•  Relationship  and  Family  Concerns 

•  Anxiety  and  Stress 

•  Depression  and  Loneliness 

•  Abuse  Issues 

•  Grief  and  Loss 

•  Sexuality/ Body  Image 
• Life  Transitions/ Crises 

•  Occupational  Concerns/ Choices 

•  Personal  Growth! Spiritual  Issues 


®QllS 


1782  Chi;kch  St.,  San  Fkanusu)  •  415.648.2644  •  ww.cus.kh7u>un.sh.inc.  , 


Book  diguing 

T^unhay),  Sept.  1 6  at  7  pm 

Kridtin  Heiirvi 

co-autlfor  of 

New  Madterd  ofrladh 

and  predident  ofGalaxyGoo 
www.galaxygoo.org 

1307  Castro 

415/282-8080 
www.covertocovem.com 


Custom  Made 
Curtains 
Pillows 
Slipcovers 


Home  Makeovers 


Call  for  a  Consultation 
415-34 1  -8442  violetto@pacbell.  net 
1414  Castro  St.  San  Francisco,  CA  94114 


Rearrange 
Recreate 
Revitalize 
Your  Home! 


"YHy  theory  is  that  people  toho 
don’t  like  mystery  stories  are 
anarchists"  -  0{ex  Stout 


T  he 

Sat)  Francisco 

Mystery 

Bookstore 

*175  Street 
at  Diamond 

e~Mai( 

Open  Sunday  -7>ur*day  11:00  a.  1*.  •  (3:00  p.r*. 

/  # 

Friday  <  Saturday  11:00  a.ow  -  S;00  p.m. 
f/ow  open  Monday**  11:00  a.i*.  -  (3  :oo  p.ivu 
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Glen  Park 
NEIGHBORS 


Bird  &  V\ 

Beckett^* 

Books 

&  Records 


M 


LFVE  JAZZ  EVERY  FRIDAY  5:30-7:30 

THE  CHUCK  PETERSON  QUINTET 

POETS’  OPEN  MIC  with  FEATURED  READERS 

1ST  and  3RD  Monday  OF  EVERY  MONTH  7:30  -  9:00  p.m. 


(415)  586-3733  •  www.bird-beckett.com 
2788  Diamond  Street,  San  Francisco  94131  -  in  Glen  Park 


Electric 

(415)  648-2609 

Michael  Ballingall 

Affordable  Rates 

243  Chenery  Street 
San  Francisco  94131 

License  No.  479313 


Chenery  Park 


restaurant 


CP  Kid: 


Hey  Ki ds  bring  Alon  and  Dad  to 
Chenery  Park  Hcstaurant  on 
Tuesday  Mights  for  FanjFy  Might! 

Join  the  CP  Kids  CFufe 
CoFFect  the  Stars  for  free  stuff! 


When  I* 
Tuesday 


Where? 
Chenery  Parfe 


683  Chenery  Street  in  GFen  Park  415-337-8537 

reservations  and  highchair  request  recommended 
www.chenerypark.com 
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MORE  GROUPS  TO  JOIN 


Advocates  for  Upper  Noe  Rec  Center 

Contact:  Greg  Clark,  826-6222 
Mailing  Address:  P.O.  Box  31869,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94 1 3 1  -0869 
Meetings:  First  Tuesday  of  the  month,  in  the 
auditorium  at  Upper  Noe  Rec  Center,  Day 
and  Sanchez,  7  p.m. 

Castro  Area  Planning  +  Action 

Contact:  Linton  Stables,  541-0344,  ext.  230; 
capa@home4  us .  org 

Meetings:  Second  Thursday  of  the  month. 
Eureka  Valley  Recreation  Center,  1 00  * 
Collingwood  St.,  7:30  p.m. 

Diamond  Heights  Community  Association 

Contact:  Betsy  Eddy,  239-5776 
Mailing  Address:  P.O.  Box  31529,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94131 
Meetings:  First  Thursday  of  the  month, 
7:30  p.m.  Call  for  location. 


Friends  of  On  Lok’s  30lh  Street 
Senior  Center 

Contact:  Marianne  Hampton,  601-7845 
Mailing  Address:  205  30th  St.,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94131 
Meetings:  Occasional.  Call  for  details. 

Liberty  Hill  Neighborhood  Association 

Contact:  John  Barbey,  695-0990 
Mailing  Address:  P.O.  Box  192114,  San 
Francisco,  CA  941 19 
Meetings:  Quarterly.  Call  for  details. 

Noe  Strolls  “Playgroup  on  Wheels” 

Contact:  Martine,  noestrolls@aol.com. 
Monthly  Stroll:  First  Tuesday  of  the  month, 

1  p.m.  To  receive  stroll  locations  and  notices 
of  other  events,  e-mail  your  first  name,  and 
your  baby’s  first  name  and  age,  to  noestrolls 
@aol.com,  or  log  on  to  the  group's  web  site: 
www.noestrolls.com . 
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Dolores  Heights  Improvement  Club 

Contact:  Amy  Powell,  647-4228 
Mailing  Address:  3732  21st  St.,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94114 
Meetings:  Bimonthly  board  meetings; 
membership  meetings  semi-annually.  Call 
for  details. 

Duncan  Newburg  Association  (DNA) 

Contact:  Keith  Eickman,  282-8988;  Evelyn 
Martin,  826-6734;  Deanna  Mooney,  821-4045 
Mailing  Address:  560  Duncan  St.,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94131 

Meetings:  Held  periodically.  Call  for  details. 

East  &  West  of  Castro  Street 
Improvement  Club 

Contact:  Paul  Kantus,  647-3753 
Mailing  Address:  492  Douglass  St.,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94114 
Meetings:  First  Wednesday  of  the  month 
(every  other  month — call  to  confirm),  Noe 
Valley  Library,  451  Jersey  St.,  7:30  p.m. 

Eureka  Valley  Promotion  Association 

Contact:  Lion  Barnett,  255-3624 
Mailing  Address:  P.O.  Box  14137,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94114 
Meetings:  Third  Thursday  of  every  month 
(except  December),  Eureka  Valley  Recrea¬ 
tion  Center,  100  Collingwood  St.,  7:30  p.m. 

Fair  Oaks  Neighbors 

Contact:  Pam  Coxson,  648-4977 
Mailing  Address:  25  Fair  Oaks  St.,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94110 

Meetings:  Call  for  details.  The  annual  Fair 
Oaks  Street  Fair  is  always  held  the  day 
before  Mother’s  Day. 

Friends  of  Glen  Canyon  Park 

Contact:  Richard  Craib,  648-0862 
Mailing  Address:  140  Turquoise  Way,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94 1 3 1 
Meetings:  Call  for  details. 

Friends  of  Noe  Valley 

Contact:  Debra  Niemann,  282-9918 
Mailing  Address:  P.O.  Box  460953,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94146 
Meetings:  First  or  second  Thursday  of 
month.  Noe  Valley  Library,  45 1  Jersey  St., 

7  p.m.  Call  to  confirm. 

Friends  of  the  Noe  Valley  Farmers’ 
Market;  co-sponsor:  Noe  Valley  Ministry 
Contact:  Paula  Benton,  248-1332 
Mailing  Address:  4104  24th  St.,  #401,  San 
Francisco,  CA  941 14 

Meetings:  Even  Thursdays  (call  to  confirm). 
Noe  Valley  Ministry,  1021  Sanchez  St., 

6  p.m. 


Noe  Valley  Democratic  Club 
Contact:  Rafael  Mandelman,  648-4010 
Meetings:  Third  Wednesday  of  the  month, 
Noe  Valley  Ministry,  1021  Sanchez  St., 

7:30  p.m. 

Noe  Valley  Merchants  and  Professionals 
Association 

Contact:  Carol  Yenne,  648-3954 
Mailing  Address:  c/o  Small  Frys,  4066  24th 
St.,  San  Francisco,  CA  94114 
Meetings:  Last  Wednesday  of  the  month. 
Bank  of  America,  24th  and  Castro,  9  a.m. 

Outer  Noe  Valley  Merchants 
Contact:  Jim  Appenrodt,  641-1500 
Mailing  Address:  294  29th  St.,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94131 
Meetings:  Call  for  details. 


San  Jose  Guerrero  Coalition  to 
Save  Our  Streets 

Contact:  www.sanjoseguerrero.com  or  call 
285-8188 

Meetings:  See  web  site  for  the  latest  info. 
Next  event  is  a  pena/block  party  on  Sept.  19, 
1-4  p.m.,at  intersection  of  Guerrero/San  Jose 
and  28th  Street. 

See  Jane  Run  Running/Walking  Club 

Contact:  Lori  Shannon,  401-8338 
Mailing  Address:  3870  24th  Street,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94114 

Meetings:  Sundays,  10  a.m.  (Runners  meet 
at  See  Jane  Run  to  pick  up  the  route  for  a  5K 
run/walk  in  San  Francisco.)  For  information, 
go  to  www.SeeJaneRunSports.com. 

Southwest  Mission  Neighborhood 
Association  (SWMNA) 

Boundaries:  24th  Street  to  Cesar  Chavez  and 

Fair  Oaks  to  Mission 

Contact:  Lori  Oshiro,  Secretary 

E-mail:  lori@tail-wagging.com 

Web  site:  http://www.tail- 

wagging.com/neighborhood-mainpage.htm 

Meetings:  No  longer  regular. 

Communication  via  e-mail  and  newsletters. 

Upper  Noe  Neighbors 

Contact:  Vicki  Rosen,  285-0473 
Mailing  Address:  169  Valley  St.,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94131 

Meetings:  Last  Thursday  of  the  month  (call 
to  confirm),  Upper  Noe  Rec  Center,  Day  and 
Sanchez,  7:30  p.m. 


W 


TAX 

ers 


Carol  Robinson,  EA 

Member  of  the  National 
Association  of  Enrolled  Agents 


•  Tax  Planning 

•  Prior  Year  Returns 

•  Out-of-State  Returns 


•  Individual 

•  Business  Returns 

•  Electronic  Filing 

Call  for  an  appoinment  TODAY! 

300  Vicksburg  Street  #1,  San  Francisco  •  415-821-3200 

(on  the  comer  of  24th  near  Church  Street)  Notary  Public  Service 


We  do  a  lot  of  repeat  business... 
Why? 

Because  there  really  is  a  difference! 


1 880  Lombard  Street  415-921-6000  2107  Union  Street 

San  Francisco,  CA  94123  www.hill-co.com  San  Francisco,  CA  94123 


Providing  you  with  talented  and 
experienced  auto  body  repair  work. 

With  our  team  of  professionals  you  can  expect 
nothing  less  than"neu>  car"  results.  So  come 
in  for  touch-ups  or  full  body  repair  today! 


!SflVETODflYn 

Present  this  ad  at 
time  of  estimate  for 
10%  off  labor,  or 
for  insurance  jobs, 

10%  off  your  deductible. 


4050  24th  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94114 


J.R.  Hubbard 

)wner 


phone  415.282.2665 
fax  415.2827668 


www.SelectaAutoBody.com 


f . 
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Neighborhood  Services 

The  Noe  Valley  voice 


PLUMBING  SINCE 
1894 

Bright  Winn 

1631  Yosemite  Ave.  email  briQhtplumbino@aol.com 


(415)  671-1500 


DEREK 

W  ELECTRICAL 

ROCK 

0  SERVICE 

ELECTRICAL  - 

RESIDENTIAL 

LIC. #805003 

No  Job  Too  Small  •  Free  Estimate 

Tel.  (415)  260-7880 

North 

Cal 

Roofing 

Quality  Work  Since  1981 

John  Bailey 
415  333-3701 

All  Types 
Free  Estimates 

CA  License  4757164 


MMN  PLUMBING 

Kitchen  &  Bath  Remodeling 

Sewer  Replacement  •  Copper  Piping 
Water  Heaters  •  Faucets  and  Toilets 

415-469-9620 

License  #822482  -  Bonded  &  Insured 


Kofman  Painting  Co. 

(415)  504-7166 
cell  (415)  203-5412 

Interior  /  Exterior 
Residential  /  Commercial 

Lie  707984  Fully  Insured 

Established  in  San  Francisco  1991 


ardens 


Design,  Renovation  and 
Gardening. 
Sensitive  approach  to 
creating  and  caring  for 
your  special  retreat  space. 

Environmentally 
appropriate  planting  and 
organic  garden  methods. 

lie.  * 651703 

Call  Michele  Schaal 

(415)  282-1612 


E  A  Electric 


Electric  Contracting  Services 


Lighting  Consultation  Available 

Lie.  #593027 

(415)  585-0432  •  902-4046 

E  A  Electric  is  an  active  supporter  of 
Bay  Area  Non-Violent  Communication 

See  www.cnvc.org 


■  ^  ■  j 

Residential  remodel  and 
repair,  commercial,  condo 
conversions,  gas  lines  to 
convert  wood  burning 
fireplaces,  copper  piping 
and  installation  of 
European  bath/kitchen 
fixtures. 


Garcia  Plumbing  Company,  Inc. 
phone  415-333-1737 
fax  415-333-8047 
gregg@garciaplumbing.org 
license  #782787 


ROBERT'S  Iff 
QUALITY  ™ 
PAINTING 

Interior  •  Exterior 
Serving  Noe  Valley  since  1985 

'NO  JOB  TOO  SMALL" 

Lie.  #526359 

(415)  675-0464 


Complete  kitchen  and 
bathroom  remodeling, 
interior  and  exterior 
painting,  plumbing, 
electrical,  tiling,  drywall, 
stairs,  windows,  doors, 
decks  and  fences. 


HAMMERHOUSE  CONSTRUCTION 

phone:  415  516  7399  fax:  415  753  0744 

email:  twbuchanan@yahoo.com 

license  #804459  -  bonded,  insured,  workers  comp 


1  Fine  pruning  &  tree  care 

/  j  Property  &  garden  maintenance 
Garden  design,  installation 
^ Irrigation  and  lighting  systems 

Shamanih  Gardens 

^  Ten  years  experience 

Many  Noe  Valley  clients 

A  '  call  David 
'  415.846.7581 

Decorative  Painting 
and  Faux  T  Finishes 


Expert  craftsmanship  and 
attention  to  detail  guaranteed 


Call  Tracy  for  free  consultation 
415.516.1480 
CA  Lie.#  817762 


Jorge  Meraz-Baca  .  Upholstery 

Free  estimates,  reasonable  rates 

415  282-2256 


Limb  Loppers 

The  Bay  Area's  Best  Tree  &  Yard  Service 
Since  1986 

•  Expert  Tree  Work 

*  Yard  Clearing  and  Maintenance 

*  General  Hauling 

Cali,  for  a  Free  Consultation  and  Estimate 

415-643-9920 


Buckner  Painting  Co. 

Gavin  Buckner  Owner/Operator 
Interior  -  Exterior 
Commercial  -  Residential 
References  Available 

415-584-0244 

Lie.  #738848 


Recipient  of  the  Better  Business  Bureau 
HONOR  ROLL  AWARD 


BLOOM  PAINTING 

(415)  584-1182 
Cell  (415)  987-4365 


CA  Lie.  #  699691 

Member  Better  Business  Bureau 

We  Accept  A 


CAS  Construction 
Company 

Uc.  708239 

Kitchens  •  Bathrooms 
Additions  •  Foundations 
General  Construction 

(415)  863-9167 

Serving  the  Bay  Area  Since  1988 


PaRadigm 


Fine  Painting  & 
Decorating 
Interior  and  Exterior 

Cell:  415.725.3681 
Home:  415.771.9801 

Bonded  •  CA  Lie.  #  808546 


Barney  Walsh 


Lone  Star 
Plumbing 

Copper  Piping  •  Water  Heaters 
Code  Work  •  Fire  Sprinklers 

Service  &  Repair 

415-641-9234 


sSFl  0=*  CR  <£-5 

f  AMES  LOCKSMITH 
d*  &  SECURITY  INC.  & 

A  3977  24th  Street  \ 

San  Francisco,  CA  941 14 

<58 

If  Auto  -  Residential  -  Commercial  it 
JF  Bonded  -  Insured  -  24  Hr.  Service  ^ 
Mobile  Service  ft 

1  (415)  282-7919  i 

I{3J  <f8=>  <33  -SEEiS,  ^ 


Leo  Germano 

artist  experienced  in 
detail  woodwork,  art 
installation,  exhibits 

Art  Fix  (415)431-4364 

Crafting  items  out  of  wood  for  special  purposes  -  a 
special  bookcase,  or  custom  fit  cabinet,  developing  a 
storage  system  for  collected  materials  or  just  hang¬ 
ing  your  framed  art.  Background  in  design,  having 
installed  numerous  murals,  paintings  and 
photographic  exhibits. 


a  specialty  handyman  service 


murals,  faux  finishes,  hand-painted 
borders  and  window  treatments, 
wall  textures,  ceiling  illusions, 

,  marble  and  wood  graining 

many  ideas,  reasonable  rates,  portfolio  available 

15  Years  in  Business 

Let's  Paint! 

Andrea  Coislf*  415.331.6320 


HOUSE  CALL 

REPAIRS 

Fast  Response  Victorian  Specialist 
Walls  •  Doors  •  Windows  •  Floors 
Carpentry  •  Installation  &  Destruction 
Plaster  &  Sheetrock  •  Prep  &  Paint 
Tiling  •  Finish  Plumbing  &  Electrical 

by  the  day.  by  the  hour,  by  Olivier 

415-786-4534 


Some  services  advertised  in 
the  Noe  Valley  Voice  may  be 
performed  by  individuals 
and  companies  not  licensed 
by  the  State  of  California. 
The  Voice  is  not  responsible 
for  the  services  of  these 
individuals  and  companies. 


PEACHES 

PAINTING 

Add  color  to  your  life 

Service  with  care  at  rates  that  are  fair 

25%  off  with  this  ad 

Call  415-641-9434 

License  #  618693 


SIGN  UP  FOR  OCTOBER! 

Call  Steve 
at  415-239-1114 
and  order  your  display  ad 
by  September  17th 

THE  NOE  VALLEY  VOICE 


TUGGEY'S 

Hardware  for  the  Handyperson 

Denny  Giovannoli 

Weekdays  8:30  -  6:30  q  _ 

Saturday  9 -5 

Sunday  11-3  |  |  Q^jl 

3885  24th  Street 

San  Francisco,  California  94114 

415-282-5081 

Yoel's 

Hauling 

•  Yard  and  Garage  Clean-Up 
•  Dump  Runs 

•  Honest  and  Very  Reasonable 

(415)  282-2023 
Pager:  202-6572 
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Neighborhood  Services 


The  Noe  Valley  Voice 


Single  by  Choice? 

I’m  writing  a  book  about  women  who 
have  chosen  to  remain  single  (defined 
as  not  being  in  a  long  term  committed 
relationship)  and  childless.  If  you 
are  over  forty  and  meet  the  criteria 
and  would  like  to  be  interviewed,  or 
for  more  information,  please  contact 
Diana  Murphy,  MA,  MFT 
(415)  681-1767 


^  DESIGNS  BY  WENDY  l.  MILLER 

Custom  Sewing  Since  1980 
One-of-a-Kind  Bridal,  Formal 
and  Career  Wear 
Slipcovers  and  Soft  Furnishings 
for  the  Home 

415.648.8514  for  appointment 


•W’ 


RUFF ’N  READY® 
415.831.2651 
D06SIE 

UfeK*  PLAYGROUPS 

www.ruffnready.biz 
member  PSI 
limited  private  boarding 
insured  /  licensed  /  bonded 
EST.  1994 


li 


INSTINT  INTGRItftS 

Relax  in  Style 

We  specialize  in  unique  and  affordable: 

•  One-day  Makeovers  •  Color  Consultations 

•  Interior  Architecture  •  Full  Service  Design 

(415)  824-4440  zmg@mindsprmg.com 


Linda  G.  Rose,  lcsw 
Psychotherapy 
moving  towards  emotional,  p/tysical, 
mental,  and  spiritual  well-being 

415  •  643  •  3996 

SAN  FRANCISCO  •  NOE  VALLEY  OFFICE 
BCD,  ADTR  •  LCS  15026 


CHARLES  P.  ANTHONY 

angling  •  arts 


415.863.8426 


attentive  personal  instruction  in  beginning 
and  refined  fly-casting  and  presentation... 
fish  stalking  ethics  and  poetics  for  angling 
lightly  in  the  remnant  wild 


Chinese  Medicine  Works' 


Acupuncture  Clinic  and 
Chinese  Herbal  Pharmacy 
1201  Noe  Street  (at  25th)  •  415  285.0931 
Convenient  concentrated  liquid  extracts,  tablets, 
teas,  bulk  herbs,  nutritional  supplements 

Acupuncture  by  appointment 

Ancient  Remedies  for  Modem  Ailments 


ROBERTSON  Richard 

DESIGN  Robertson 

INTERIOR  DESIGNER 

18  Vicksburg  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA 
94114 

phone  415.596.7346 
FAX  415.647.1389 

sales@designbyrobertson.com 
www.designbyrobertson.com 


SHOE  REPAIR 

by 

The  Pioneer 
Renewer 

4501  18th  St.  at  Douglass 

415-255-4576 


"They're  the  only  place  we'll  go  for  repairs!" 
jerry  -  Owner  of  Gimme  Shoes 

"Not  just  a  shoe  repair  but  a  good  old  fashioned 
cobbler."  Veronica  -  Astrid's  Rabat  Shoes 


.  Safiez'?ectl^4 

Call  Philip 

415.602.6887  cell 
415.790.8168  pager 
House  Cleaning  also  available 


MCDonnetl 

& 

Weaver 

ATTORNEYS  AT  LAW 

4091  24th  Street 
NOE  VALLEY 
(415)  641-0700 


TUGGEY'S 

Hardware  for  the  Handyperson 

Denny  Giovannoli 


Weekdays  8:30  -  6:30 
Saturday  9-5 
Sunday  11-3 


TIM 


3885  24th  Street 

San  Francisco,  California  94114 

415-282-5081 


[stitch] 

WWW.STITCHSF.COM 


CUSTOM  WINDOW  COVERINGS  *  DECORATIVE  HARDWARE 
SOFT  FURNISHINGS  FOR  THE  HOME  *  ACCESSORIES 


1375  SANCHEZ  STREET 
SAN  FRANCISCO.  CA  94131 


TEL  415  641  6081 
FAX  415  704  3422 


Some  services  advertised  in 
the  Noe  Valley  Voice  may  be 
performed  by  individuals 
and  companies  not  licensed 
by  the  State  of  California. 
The  Voice  is  not  responsible 
for  the  services  of  these 
individuals  and  companies. 


_ 


energetic 

bodywork 
1  h  e  r  a  p  i  e 

chi  nei  tsang 


abdominal  massage 

&  craniosacral  work 
breathwork  &  meditation 
techniques 

4  15-939-97  1  I 

by  appointment  -  noe  valley 
1  304  castro  $t.  suite  C 


Learn  homeopathy  with  the 

Pacific  Academy  of 
Homeopathy 

•  Low  cost  student  clinics  available 

•  3  year  professional  program 

•  Call  for  upcoming  events 

1199  Sanchez  Street  (“■  - 

(at  25th)  -  San  Francisco 
(415)  695-2710 

health@homeopathy-academy.org 


ROGER  R.  RUBIN 

Attorney  and  Counselor  at  Law 

(415)  441-1112 

Law  Chambers 
1155  Pine  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94109 


Morey  Fox  MS*L.Ac.*CMT 

t 

\  r  Acupuncture  •  Bodywork 
/r  Chinese  &  Western  herbs 

i 

1201  Noe  Street,  SF  CA  941 14 
415.285.7945  acufox@hotmail.com 


THERAPEUTIC 

MASSAGE 

• 

REIKI 

Swedish  •  Shiatsu  •  Deep  Tissue 
Prenatal  Massage  •  Gift  Certificates 
Jamey  Jacobus  Moore,  CMT 

415-824-2765  Member  AMTA 


Rosen  Method 
Bodywork 


Jane  Tatum,  CMT 
Rosen  Practitioner 
415  /  643-0253 
Noe  Valley 


; 


BEST  PRICE 
BEST  PRODUCT 

Carpentry  •  Fences  •  Decks 
Stairs  •  Windows  •  Doors 
Tile  Setting  •  Bathroom  Remodeling 

HANDYPERSON  SERVICES: 
JUST  FIX  IT  NOW! 

415.282.5406 


Piano  Lessons 

Children  or  Adults 
Your  Home  or  My  Studio 

David  Manley 

(415)  641-1106 

dmanley@speakeasy.net 

http://www.speakeasy.org/~dmanley 


Peter  Rothblatt 

Massage  and  Bodywork 

75  Minutes 
$60 


For  More  Info 
415.285.9129 


Loot  Coa.it  Inn 

Bed  Breakfast,  Beer,  Wine,  Eepreoeo  Bar 

A  unique 
coastal  get¬ 
away  that 
beckons  the 
modern 
traveler 

38921  N.  Highway  1  •  PO  Box  418  Westport.  CA  95488 
707-964-5584 

www.lostcoastinn.com  *  infolostcoastlnn@aol.com 

Jane  and  Keith  Grier,  Proprietors 


Jody  Reiss,  LCSW 

Pyschotherapy 

A  safe  place  to  talk  about 
life  transition,  retlationship  turmoil, 
emotional  upheaval,  existential  crisis, 
...or  simple,  everyday  concerns. 

415/401/9482 

LCS  15289 


Clean  Green! 


with  Green  Maids 

<SS  Quality  Cleaning  -  Homes  and  Offices 
People  and  Earth  Safe 
#  Allergen  Removing  HEPA  Vacuum 
Bonded,  Licensed.  Insured 
&  B.B.B.  Honor  Roll  Member 

Free  Estimates 


Call:  415-468-9002  greenmaids.com 


Quit  Smoking  in  One  Session 

Dr.  Jonathon  D.  Gray  •  Hypnosis 

San  Francisco  •  415-563-2333 

Addictions  •  Stress  Reduction 
Pain  Control  •  Weight  Control 
Phobias  *  Optimum  Performance 


STARLIGHT  ♦  STAR  BRIGHT 

DONATE  YOUR  CAR  TONIGHT 
888-942-WISH 

All  Donations  Benefit  Kids  of 
Cops  Killed  on  Duty 


_ 
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MMN  PLUMBING 

•  Sewer  &  Drain  Cleaning  •  Water  Jetter  •  Water  Heater  &  Toilets 

•  Sewer  Video  Camera  •  Water  &  Gas  Repipes  •  Faucets  &  Fixture  Installs 

•  Sewer  Replacement  •  Grease  Traps  &  Disposals 


Kitchen  &  Bath  Remodeling 


Experienced  *  Reliable  *  Excellent  References 

Lie.  #  822482  4  1  5  •  4  6  9  •  9  6 2  O  Insured  and  Bonded 


Renewable  energy- energy  in  nature  that  replenishes  itself  - 
is  one  of  our  best  hopes  for  a  clean  energy  future.  Whether 
it’s  the  power  of  solar,  wind,  fuel  cells,  geothermal,  biomass 
or  water,  harnessing  the  earth’s  own  inexhaustible  energy  can 
reduce  our  dependence  on  fossil  fuels  and  provide  power 
for  generations  to  come.  Find  out  more  about  the  remarkable 
promise  and  progress  of  renewable  energy. 

Harness  the  Power  All  Around  Us 


Renewable 

Energy 

Program 


www.consumerenergycenter.org 

1-800-555-7794 


Renewable  energy 
is  a  natural  choice. 


CALIFORNIA  ENERGY  COMMISSION 


Visalli  &  Son 

Free  Estimates  •  415-586-0307 


Arlene  Helfand 


Zippy  Goes  Roadside! 

Each  Zippy  Annual  paperback  collects  about 
52  weeks  worth  of  Zippy  the  Pinhead  daily 
and  full-color  Sunday  comic  strips!  Follow 
Zippy  as  he  travels  coast  to  coast,  carrying 
on  meaningful  conversations  with  giant  road¬ 
side  icons  like  the  Muffler  Man,  the  Doggie 
Diner  Doggie,  and  Bob’s  Big  Boy.  Zippy  visits 
classic  diners,  “Brand  X”  fast  food  chains, 
highway  signage,  and  lots  of  giant  outdoor 
advertising  statuary. 

All  Zippy  Annuals  (and  lots  of  other  Zippy 
books  and  comics,  all  autographed  by  Bill 
Griffith)  are  available  at  www.zippythepin- 
head.com,  or  by  mail  (send  a  check  or  money 
order  for  $24.95  for  each  book  you  order) 
from  Pinhead  Productions,  P.O.  Box  88, 
Hadlyme,  CT  06439. 

ZIPPY  ANNUAL  #1 
160  pp.,  color  &  b/w 
$19.95  +  shipping 

ZIPPY  ANNUAL  2001 
144  pp.,  color  &  b/w 
$19.95  +  shipping 

NEW! 

ZIPPY  ANNUAL  2002 
128  pp.,  color  &  b/w 
$19.95  +  shipping 


HARDWOOD  FLOORS 


28  Years  Experience 
In  San  Francisco 


REFINISHED 


REPAIRED 

INSTALLED 

3  Coat  Finishes 

References  Available 

License  it  594759 
Insured,  PL  &  PD 


Avoid  Costly  Lawsuits 
Gain  New  Customers 

Find  out  what  you  need  to  know  about  State 
and  Federal  Laws  requiring  you  to  be 
accessible  to  customers  with  disabilities 

Contact: 

The  San  Francisco  Collaborative 
(Small  Business  Network,  Small  Business  Commission, 
Independent  Living  Resource  Center  San  Francisco) 
c/o  ILRCSF 

649  Mission  Street,  3rd  Floor,  San  Francisco,  CA  94105 
Email:  info@ilrcsf.org  or  contact 
the  Information  Manager  by  phone:  415.543.6222 
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DESIGN 


♦  ARCHITECTURE 

♦  INTERIOR  DESIGN 

:♦  LANDSCAPE  ARCHITECTURE 

\  I  V 


N<p  CHARGE  FOR  FIRST  CONSULTATION 
PERMIT  EXPEDITING  AVAILABLE  r 


vox:  415.  695.  2700 
seadot@pacbell.net 


Mortgage  Consultant 

•  Low  Rates 

•  Experience 

•  Integrity 

•  Quality  Service 


(800)  883-8820  x324 


Cell:  (415)  516-2500 

I  will  donate  $100  to  the  charity  of  your  choice  after  thaloan  closes. 


vN  BAYCAL 

Financial  Corporation 
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Downstairs  new  T.I.C.  interest  in  a 


•  Prime  location  in  Noe  Valley 
San  Francisco  “Stick”  square-bay  Victorian  c.  1900 

Newly  forming  T.I.C.  interest  in  a  two-unit  building 


Superbly  updated  downstairs  full-floor  flat  opens  out  to  a  large  deeded  yard,  deck  and  unwarranted  artist’s  studio/cottage-  all 
for  the  exclusive  use  of  this  unit.  High  ceilings  and  an  open  floor  plan  add  to  the  charm.  Features  hardwood  floors  and  crown 
molding,  plus  a  remodeled  kitchen  and  split  bath  with  separate  tub  and  shower.  Located  on  27th  Street  near  Church  Street  - 
within  striking  distance  of  Eric’s,  Martha’s,  Chloe’s,  Incanto,  Lovejoy’s,  Lehrs,  Fattoush,  24th  Street  ...and  many  other  places 

that  make  Noe  Valley  so  livable 


LEE  BENDER 

Ph.D.,  Broker 


For  More  Information:  WWW.LEEBENDER.COM 


Top  Producer”  1984  -  2004 


www.leebender.com 

drib@sbcglobal.net 

415.793.6698  cell 


Zephyr  Real  Estate  •  Open  Seven  Days 
4040  24th  Street  •  San  Francisco,  CA  94114 
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Scottish  Country  Dancing  is  fun,  social,  and  en¬ 
ergetic.  Introductory  party,  Thursday.  Sept.  0,  at  8 
p.nv,  at  Noe  Valley  Ministry.  $3.  Bring  llat  shoes. 
No  partners  needed.  Basic  class  starts  Sept.  16. 
Eight-class  senes.  $40.  Call  415-333-9372 

Tahoe  Cabin  available  for  weekend  getaway/vaca- 
tion  remal/ski  lease.  Charming  house  in  Incline  Vil¬ 
lage  with  two  bedrooms,  two  full  bathrooms,  and  a 
sleeping  loft.  Reasonable  rales.  Contact  415-859- 
7077  or  alewis@alumni.haas.org. 

Notary  Public.  Will  travel.  Call  Carole  at  415- 
305-4266. 


Art  Spark  is  a  home-based  program  offering  a 
menu  of  expressive  activities  for  the  frail  older 
adult.  We  make  house  calls,  offering  gentle,  fun- 
oriented  sessions  in  the  comfort  and  convenience 
of  home.  Our  practitioners  are  geriatric  specialists 
and  artists.  Clients  may  choose  one  or  several  ac¬ 
tivities.  No  “talent"  or  prior  art  experience  needed! 
415-292-3284  or  415-387-6598. 

Picture  Framing  at  half  the  cost.  We  are  friendly, 
so  give  us  a  call  for  a  price.  415-550-9248. 

Dramatic  Arts  for  Youth  at  the  Noe  Valley  Min¬ 
istry  with  Marie  T.  Riccobene.  Learn  the  art  of  act¬ 
ing  for  theater.  Prepare  for  auditions,  gain  confi¬ 
dence  in  front  of  groups,  and  enjoy  a  creative  and 
healthy  outlet  for  self-expression.  Session  1 ,  Tues¬ 
days  and  Thursdays,  4  to  5:45  p.m.  Session  2, 
Wednesdays  and  Fridays,  4  to  5:45  p.m.  Beginning 
Sept.  7,  through  Dec.  17.  Please  call  415-647-1456 
for  details. 

Appliance  Repair.  Experienced  and  reliable.  Li¬ 
cense  #4383 1 .  Call  David  Beringer  at  4 1 5-385-1015. 

Noe  Valley  Tree  Planting.  Plant  a  sidewalk  tree 
with  the  Friends  of  the  Urban  Forest.  Trees  not  only 
beautify  your  streets,  but  also  help  as  a  wind  break, 
clean  the  air,  muffle  street  noises,  increase  proper¬ 
ty  values  by  as  much  as  20  percent,  and  curtail 
crime.  To  sign  up  or  for  additional  questions,  call 
your  neighborhood  organizer,  Steve,  at  4 1 5-824-2975. 

Props  for  Rent:  Fog  and  smoke  machine,  snow  ma¬ 
chine,  bubble  machine,  50-foot  red  runner,  statuary, 
western  decor,  furniture,  thrones,  disco  ball,  and 
3,000  more!  To  see  online,  go  to  wHw.propcity.com, 
and  call  415-621-4390. 

Catsitting  and  other  vacation  help  in  Noe  Valley  or 
adjacent  neighborhoods.  Retired  Noe  Valley  resi¬ 
dent.  Lucy,  415-282-3676. 

Sustainable  Garden  Design:  Will  combine  your 
dreams  and  my  expertise  to  create  a  workable,  beau¬ 
tiful  garden.  My  designs  emphasize  native,  drought- 
tolerant,  and  habitat  plants,  in  unusual  harmonious 
ways.  Call  415-731-5933. 

Office  Support  Plus.  415-239-0561. 

Housekeeping/Companion:  Home  care,  driving, 
cooking.  Experienced,  references,  reasonable  rates. 
Speak  German,  Spanish,  and  English.  San  Francis¬ 
co/Bay  Area.  Please  call  Nadja,  415-509-3598. 

Piano  and  Keyboard  Lessons.  Noe  Valley,  Bernal 
Heights,  vibrant  Mission.  22  years  of  teaching  ex¬ 
perience:  all  levels  and  ail  ages.  Play  the  joyful 
world  of  music,  from  Schubert  to  Shostakovich  and 
more.  Lessons  given  in  your  home  at  your  own  pi¬ 
ano,  where  you  enjoy  learning.  Marv  Hiemstra,  4 1 5- 
826-4485;  drollmarv@aol.com. 

Point  Reyes  Vacation.  Sweet  one-bedroom  guest 
cottage  on  our  little  farm  in  Olema.  $1 10  to  140  per 
night.  Photos  of  cottage,  gardens,  and  chickens  at 
www.kellyemery.com/cottage,  or  415-663-1288. 

Fog  City  Dog.  Noe  Valley  dog  walking  and  care. 
“A  tired  dog  is  a  happy  household.”  Louis,  7 1 0-05 13. 

Make  Silver  Jewelry  using  soft  silver  (PMC+). 
Have  fun  learning  a  valuable  skill.  Day  and  evening 
classes.  Sofina  studio,  415-864-3344;  www.sofina- 
jewelry.com. 

Relief  for  Stress,  Headaches,  sleep,  and  TMJ  dis¬ 
orders.  Craniosacral,  sports/rehab,  and  relaxing 
massage.  Angel  Stork,  415-285-2571. 


Noe  Valley  Voice 

Class  Ads 


40#  a  word! 


The  deadline  is  the 
15th  of  the  month.  Write 
Voice  Class  Ads,  1021 
Sanchez  Street,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94114. 

You  can  also  visit  your 
ad  on  our  web  site: 


www.noevalleyvoke.com 


CLASS  ADS 


Oceanfront  Vacation  Rental,  Dillon  Beach.  This 
charming  one-bedroom  cottage  has  wood  stove,  full 
kitchen,  and  more.  Steps  to  village  shop  and  beach. 
Sleeps  six.  Reasonable  rates.  hahacarter@mac .com 
or  415-235-5836. 

Handywoman  Julie  will  repair  those  inside  and 
outside  problems  you  aren't  getting  around  to  and 
wish  you  could.  Get  reliable,  friendly,  and  creative 
help  now.  A  non-intrusive,  sensitive  presence  in 
your  home.  415-550-6792. 

Expert  Tree  and  Garden  Care:  Tree  planting, 
pruning,  and  removals.  Garden  design,  renovation, 
restoration,  and  installation.  Indoor  plant  sales, 
rental,  and  maintenance.  Regularly  scheduled  gen¬ 
eral  property  and  garden  maintenance.  Irrigation 
and  lighting  systems  installation  and  repair.  Yard 
cleanups  and  staging.  No  job  too  big  or  too  small. 
Strong  attention  to  detail  and  customer  service.  1 5 
years  of  experience.  References  available.  Call 
David  at  4 15-846-7581. 

Wanted:  Funky  Live/Work  Space  to  Do  Art  Run¬ 
down  cottage,  storefront?  Open  to  possibilities.  San 
Francisco,  South  S.F.,  Pacifica.  Call  510-534-7312. 

Overwhelmed  by  Clutter?  Relocating?  As  fea¬ 
tured  on  HGTV,  NPR,  and  in  the  S.F.  Chronicle, 
ShipShape  offers  expert,  simple  solutions  to  what 
goes  where.  We  will  cut  through  clutter,  defrazzle 
moves,  and  restore  simplicity  and  peace  of  mind  to 
busy  lives.  Home/office/packing  and  more.  Free 
phone  consultation  and  brochure,  415-550-0658; 
www.shipshape.com. 

Seagrass  Hideaway.  Beautiful,  stylish,  and  spa¬ 
cious  short-term  rental  apartment  in  the  Noe  Valley/ 
Castro  area.  Newly  renovated,  views,  garden,  fitness 
equipment,  gourmet  kitchen,  cable  TV,  DVD,  VCR, 
stereo,  easy  street  parking,  and  half  block  to  Muni. 
4 1 5-824-0704;  seagrasshideaway.com. 

Psychiatry — Stanford-trained  psychiatrist  in  pri¬ 
vate  practice  near  20th  and  Dolores.  Adults  and  ado¬ 
lescents.  Consultations,  psychotherapy,  couples, 
family,  and  psychopharmacology.  415-285-3774. 

Artists,  Entertainers,  small  business  entrepreneurs: 
protect  your  work.  Copyright,  trademark,  contracts, 
small  business  startup — including  business  license, 
incorporation,  business  partnership  formation.  Call 
Noe  Valley  attorney  Marilyn  Kalman.  Free  initial 
phone  consultation.  4 1 5-826- 1556. 

Daily/Weekly  Rental:  Noe  Valley  studio  apart¬ 
ment.  Located  on  Vicksburg  near  23rd  Street,  it’s  an 
alternative  to  hotels  and  motels.  Private  entrance  in 
a  garden  setting.  The  unit  offers  a  queen-sized  bed, 
full  kitchen  with  dining  area,  cable  TV,  and  three- 
quarter  bath.  No  pets,  no  smoking.  Call  Jim  at  415- 
285-6433,  or  (cell)  415-215-2617. 

Housecleaning.  Free  estimates,  good  references, 
and  reasonable  prices.  Houses,  apartments,  and  of¬ 
fices.  Please  leave  a  message  for  Cleusa  Maria  at 
510-436-6987. 


Vacation  Retreat  for  Noe  Valleyans.  Calistoga/St. 
Helena  area.  Three  bedrooms,  two  baths;  sleeps  six 
(maximum).  Large  decks  with  views  of  stream, 
woods,  and  meadow.  Fireplace  with  wood  supplied; 
30  acres,  trails,  all-year  stream.  Photos  available. 
Dogs  okay.  Three-night  weekend,  $500;  stay  up  to 
four  more  nights  for  free.  Additional  nights  after  the 
first  seven  are  $70  per  night  or  four  weeks  at  $  1 ,750. 
Discount  given  to  repeat  guests.  415-647-3052 
(phone  and  fax). 

Affordable,  Skilled  Therapist.  17  years  experi¬ 
ence.  Interactive,  direct,  respectful,  playful.  Adults, 
couples,  families,  adolescents,  children.  GLBT- 
friendly.  Castro  at  24th  Street.  Carla  Durkin, 
L.M.F.T.  415-647-9977. 

Pet  Care.  Does  Kitty  need  care  while  you  vacation? 
Does  Rover  need  more  exercise?  Positively  Pets  can 
help!  Expert  care  for  all  pets.  15  years  experience. 
Recommended  by  San  Francisco  veterinarians.  Noe 
Valley  references.  415-647-4757. 


The  Writing  Salon.  Year-round  creative  writing 
classes.  Fiction,  poetry,  personal  essays,  memoirs, 
screenwriting,  playwriting,  travel  writing,  and 
more.  415-642-9793;  www.writingsalons.com. 

Do  You  Need  to  Talk  to  a  supportive,  interactive 
psychotherapist?  I  work  with  individuals  and  cou¬ 
ples  of  all  persuasions.  Short-  or  long-term.  Sliding 
scale.  23rd  Street  near  Church.  Celia  Lighthill, 
M.F.T.  415-239-1315. 

Barry  Solomon  Window  Cleaning.  24  years  in 
Noe  Valley.  Quality  professional  service — 1980s 
pricing.  Phone  64 1  -5224. 

PC  Training.  Introduction  to  Win,  Word,  Excel, 
PowerPoint,  Access,  Internet  by  a  very  patient  com¬ 
munity  college  teacher.  Special  offer:  one  and  a  half 
hours  for  $45.  864-1491;  cfebcom@aol.com. 

Piano  Lessons  in  Noe  Valley:  Supportive,  patient 
teacher  with  many  years  of  experience.  Lessons  tai¬ 
lored  to  individual  goals.  Ear  training,  theory,  clas¬ 
sical  or  popular  repertoire.  MIDI  lab.  Barbara  Ban¬ 
ned,  648-1007. 

Mac/PC/iPod/iTunes:  Need  help?  Good  price.  In- 
temet/DSL/cable  modem/wireless/printer/scanner 
problems?  Done  right  in  your  home.  Work  as  tech 
of  schools  for  1 0  years.  Day  and  night  appointments. 
Call  415-642-8287. 


Transform  Your  Jungle  into  a  paradise.  Pruning, 
cleanups,  planting,  lawns,  irrigation,  patios,  main¬ 
tenance.  Call  Jorge  at  826-7840  for  free  estimates. 
Remember,  it's  pruning  time. 

Housecleaner,  Personal  Assistant,  organizer,  dri¬ 
ver,  errands,  moving/packing,  house/pet  sitter,  care¬ 
giver.  Detailed  professional  will  exceed  your  ex¬ 
pectations.  10  years  experience.  Mike,  495-2312. 

Hypnosis  Works!  Ready  for  a  change?  Hypnosis 
can  refocus  and  unblock  your  life.  Master  the  tools 
to  live  fully  and  healthfully.  Get  results!  Safe  and 
confidential.  Nina  Glaser,  C.H.T.,  Hypnotherapist. 
415-516-2133. 

Beautiful,  Private  Garden  Flat  in  Noe  Valley,  two 
weeks  to  three  months.  Self-contained;  all  amenities, 
including  fireplace,  piano,  full  kitchen,  washer,  and 
dryer.  Looks  onto  garden.  Quiet  home,  owner-occu¬ 
pied.  Ideal  for  academics.  DSL  included.  One-bed- 
room,  sofa  bed  in  living  room.  Great  location.  $2,600 
per  month  or  $850  weekly.  Please  call  415-821- 
4872.  Web  site:  wnw.sanfrancisco-victorian.com. 

Custom  Pine  Cabinetry  for  home,  office,  and 
country  place.  Go  to  our  web  site  at  www.pinecab- 
inetry.com.  Or  just  call  us  at  415-621-4390;  Jim. 

Flute  Lessons  offered  by  Noe  Valley-based  flutist. 
1 5  years  teaching  experience,  B.A.  and  M.M.  Open¬ 
ings  for  all  levels  and  all  ages.  Fun  and  profession¬ 
al.  Carla,  415-648-3651. 

Web  and  Graphic  Design.  Search  engine  submis¬ 
sion,  hosting,  domains,  e-commerce,  e-mail  cam¬ 
paigns.  Since  1998.  wHw.handshakeweb.com;  4 1 5- 
643-2800. 

Hauling  and  Cleaning.  Seven  days,  free  estimates, 
honest  prices.  We  clean  and  haul  away  garages, 
basements.  Commercial  and  residential.  Call  Adri¬ 
ano  Hauling,  415-990-4062. 

Paris  Apartment.  Charming  one-bedroom,  remod¬ 
eled,  sleeps  four.  Ninth  Arrondissement.  minutes 
from  opera,  Montmartre.  Near  fabulous  Market 
Street.  See  Hww.frenchapt.freeservers.com.  Call 
415-282-8912. 

Word  Processing,  Tape  Transcription,  and  edit¬ 
ing  services.  AlphaNumerix.  Since  1983.  Large  and 
small  business  support  services.  Interviews,  meet¬ 
ings,  focus  groups.  We  can  word-process,  edit,  and 
proofread  your  documents  to  eliminate  errors.  Af¬ 
fordable,  fast,  and  accurate.  For  more  information, 
see  our  web  site,  aiphanumerix@sbcglobal.net  or 
call  415-255-8441. 


Long-Term  Care  Insurance  for  yourself  or  aging 
relatives.  Protect  a  lifetime  of  savings  and  reduce 
stress  on  family  members.  Medicare  benefits  are 
limited  and  Medi-Cal  will  deplete  your  savings  be¬ 
fore  paying.  Quality  home -care  benefits  available. 
For  a  free,  no-pressure  consultation,  call  Bill  Han- 
nant  at  4 1 5-647-70 1 2,  or  visit  www.hillhannant.com. 

Licensed  Painting  and  Plaster  Repair.  Free  esti¬ 
mate.  License  #497-214.  Call  Ed  at  995-4666. 

Individual  and  Business  Tax  Preparation  and 

consultation.  Enrolled  agent  with  master's  degree 
in  tax  and  a  prior  tax  manager  with  large  CPA  firm. 
Reasonable  rates,  professional  service,  with  clients’ 
tax  savings  a  top  priority.  Call  Just  Tax,  282-5935. 

Architect — New  buildings,  remodels,  additions. 
Fine  innovative  design  enhancing  traditional  de¬ 
sign.  On-site  consultation  on  any  project.  Reason¬ 
able  fees.  Licensed  architect  for  over  26  years.  In 
Noe  Valley  since  1981.  Call  Michael  Hager  at  415- 
285-7409. 

Bookkeeping.  MYOB,  Quicken,  Quick  Books, 
Excel.  25  years  experience.  $50  per  hour.  415- 
643-2800;  www.handshake.hii. 

Piano  Lessons!  Kids  a  specialty.  Noe  Valley  resi¬ 
dent  with  15  years  teaching  experience,  B.A.  and 
M.M.  Carla,  415-648-3651. 

Wall-to-Wall  Overhaul!  Using  budget-conscious 
techniques  and  furnishings,  we  transform  any  room 
from  drab  to  dazzling.  Our  makeovers  improve  the 
decor  as  well  as  the  function  of  your  space.  From 
kitchens  to  closets,  bedrooms  to  home  offices,  ex¬ 
perience  our  makeover  magic  with  an  expert  orga¬ 
nizing  team.  Free  phone  consultation  and  brochure, 
415-550-0658;  www.shipshape.com. 

Luiza’s  Housecleaning.  Free  estimates,  reliable 
service.  Thorough,  experienced,  and  excellent 
references.  Please  call  Luiza  Wheatley  at  415- 
203-1013.  E-mail  maria_luizds@hotmail.com. 

Computer  Driving  You  Nuts?  I  resolve  problems. 
I  have  many  enjoyable  years  fixing  PCs  and  Macs. 
Hardware/software,  simple/complex.  Reasonable 
rates.  Honest,  prompt  work.  Richard,  415-681  -8842. 

Bed  and  Breakfast  “Cottage  Gate.”  Charming 
studio  apartment;  queen  bed,  kitchenette,  breakfast 
choices  provided,  phone,  cable,  private  bath,  level 
private  entrance.  20th  and  Douglass.  4 15-626-6497. 

Charlie  the  Phone  Guy:  Residence,  business,  home 
office  telephone  wiring.  Fax/modem  lines.  DSL. 
ethemet,  too!  Dead  jacks  brought  back  to  life!  Sep¬ 
arate  jacks  for  roommates.  On-time  appointments! 
Free  estimates.  Noe  Valley  resident.  Call  64 1  -8654. 
E-mail  Charlie@sfphoneguy.com. 

Superlative  Word  Processing.  Experienced  pro¬ 
fessional.  B.A.  English,  M.S.W.  Understandable 
advice.  Business,  medical,  academic,  legal;  resumes, 
manuscripts.  Expert  editing.  Fax  machine.  Laser 
printing.  Good  rates.  Call  anytime.  824-7736. 

End  Homework  Hassles:  Family  lime’s  better 
spent,  www.mystudybuddy.org;  lane  Radcliffe,  415- 
586-4577. 

Stereo  Repair  House  Calls  or  home  theater  setup? 
Gene’s  Sound  Service  makes  it  easy... and  conve¬ 
nient,  with  a  day,  evening,  or  Saturday  appointment. 
All  repairs  done  on-site.  Car  stereos,  also.  “Gene’s 
honest  and  knows  his  stuff;  give  him  a  try,"  says 
Bobby  McFerrin.  Call  Gene  at  377-1258. 

Relatives  Coming?  House  to  rent  weekly.  Wonder¬ 
ful  Laidley  Street:  panoramic  views,  hot  tub,  garden. 
415-647-8216.  http:/lvrho.coml2H25. 

Make  Your  Home  What  You  Want!  Color  con¬ 
sultant — having  trouble  picking  out  those  perfect 
colors  for  your  home?  Set  up  a  consultation  to  get 
the  colors  you  want!  Interior  design — have  the 
home  you  always  imaged  for  yourself — have  180° 
redesign  your  kitchen,  bathroom,  garden,  and  inte¬ 
rior.  Kathyjean  is  a  regularly  featured  designer  for 
HGTV;  see  her  work  on  Curb  Appeal!  Call  1 80°  De¬ 
sign,  Kathyjean  Boise,  415-285-3014,  for  the  help 
you  need  in  making  your  home  beautiful. 

Birthday  Storytelling:  A  treat  for  ages  4  to  104. 
Forsooth!  Let  a  pro  light  up  the  party  with  timeless 
tales,  ancient  and  new.  Also  available  for  anniver¬ 
saries,  reunions,  club  meetings,  fairs,  and  other  spe¬ 
cial  events.  Call  Laura  at  647-7455,  or  pop  an  e-mail 
to  laura@wordforest.com. 

Housecleaning.  Seven  years  of  experience.  Great 
references.  Very  hard-working  and  efficient.  Please 
call  Diane  at  415-334-9348. 

Guitar  and  Bass  Lessons.  Former  Pickle  Family 
Circus  music  director,  composer  of  Academy 
Award-winning  film.  B.A.  Berklee,  20  years  of 
teaching  experience.  All  ages,  beginners  welcome. 
Fun,  reasonable.  Mark,  282-8244;  www.kennedv- 
musicstudio.com. 

Need  a  Writer  or  Editor?  Put  my  years  of  experi¬ 
ence  to  work.  I'm  a  published  author  and  experi¬ 
enced  copyeditor  with  an  M.A.  in  Creative  Writing. 
Have  worked  on  a  variety  of  projects — PR.  law 
briefs,  psych  reports,  academic  papers,  news  arti¬ 
cles,  etc.  4 1 5-867- 1 582  or  ojboler@mindspring.com. 
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Just  Married? 

New  Baby  in  the  House? 

We’d  love  to  let  the  world  know.  Send 
your  announcement  to  the  Noe  Valley 
Voice,  1021  Sanchez  Street,  San  Fran¬ 
cisco,  CA  941 14.  Or  e-mail  thisnthat@ 
noevalleyvoice.com.  (You  may  also  leave 
a  message  at  415-821-3324.)  Please  tell 
us  your  name  and  phone  number,  and 
the  best  time  to  contact  you. 


Castro  Computer  Services 

http://nAVkv.castrocomputcrservi  ces.com 


ON-SITE/IN-SHOP 
NETWORKING 
VIRUS  REMOVAL 
MAINTENANCE/UPGRADES 
SECURITY'/ OPTIMIZATION 
DATA  BACKUP/ RECOVERY 
CUSTOM  COMPUTERS 


Located  at  1320  Castro  Street  Certified 

behveen  24th  and  Jersey  Street  Professional 


nil 

£1 

Mac 


415-826-6678 


Store  Hours 
Mon-Fri  9:0ttam-5:30pm 
Sat-Sun  9:00am-5^l0pm 
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Buying  Older-Sly  le  Furniture  and  household 
items.  One  item  or  an  entire  home.  Give  us  a  call  at 
4 1 5-62 1 -439a.  Jim. 

Professional  Housecleaner.  Dependable,  system¬ 
atic,  consistent  high-quality.  I  don't  cut  comers;  I 
clean  them.  20  years  excellent  references  serving 
San  Francisco.  Regular,  once,  moving,  offices. 
Deana,  510-547-2469. 

Quality  Spiritual  Care  since  1985.  Unique  wed¬ 
ding  and  commitment  ceremonies,  meditation,  and 
healing  work.  (Rev.)  Angel  Stork,  415-285-2571. 

Furniture  Restoration.  Complete  antique  and 
modem  furniture  restoration.  Careful  European 
craftsmanship.  Expert  refinishing.  Custom  uphol¬ 
stery.  Caning.  Veneering.  Quality  repairing.  Com¬ 
petitive  prices.  Impressive  portfolio  and  references. 
Estimates,  pickup,  and  delivery  available.  Call 
Boris,  415-587-3416. 

Weight  Loss — The  Mind-Body  Connection. 

Tried  all  the  diets?  Ren6e  Stephens,  C.H.T.,  offers 
a  comprehensive  program  focusing  on  healing  the 
causes  of  your  excess  weight  using  hypnotherapy 
and  other  highly  effective  techniques.  415-206- 
1638;  nww.mindforbody.com. 

Need  Help?  Clean  and  Natural  housecleaning 
service.  We  use  all  non-toxic  products.  Experi¬ 
enced.  Since  1999.  Free  estimates.  Simone,  415- 
806-7877;  libenad001@aol.com. 

Furniture  Stripped  and  Refinished.  Excellent 
work,  quickly  done.  Includes  pickup  and  return.  15 
years  experience.  Call  Jim  at  415-621-4390. 

Free  Book  on  past  lives,  dreams,  and  soul  travel 
from  Eckankar.  Call  toll-free  recording,  1  -877-4 1 1  - 
1 800  or  visit  wHw.eckankar.org/FreeBook. 

Gourmet  Vegetarian  Cuisine  delivered  to  your 
doorstep.  Diverse  menus,  naturally  low  in  fat, 
cholesterol,  and  salt.  Treat  yourself  right!  Gift  cer¬ 
tificates  available.  For  a  monthly  menu  call  Jane, 
826-2133;  www.pealcuisine.com. 

Living  Tai  Chi  Chuan  of  Noe  Valley.  Meditation, 
Qigong,  Tai  Chi  forms.  Friendly,  non-competitive. 
Monday  and  Tuesday,  6  p.m.,  Noe  Valley  Ministry, 
1021  Sanchez.  Mornings  by  appointment,  10:15 
a.m.,  Douglass  Park,  Douglass  at  27th.  $5  intro¬ 
duction  (Mondays  excluded).  Chris  Sequeira,  prac¬ 
ticing  since  1973.  650-756-6857;  415-773-8185. 
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Dog  Fun!  Dog  Fun!  Dog  Fun!  Dog  Walking  Ser¬ 
vice  of  San  Francisco(.com).  415-731-0120. 

Expert  PC  Computer  Repair  and  services.  We 
come  to  you.  $25  per  hour.  Call  Noel,  4 1 5-66 1-8729. 

Vacation  Room  Rental,  Upper  Noe  Valley.  Clean, 
safe,  comfortable.  Ideal  for  visiting  family.  Sue, 
415-821-4890  or  emarsh5108@aol.com. 

Handyman/Carpenter.  All  phases  of  construction, 
from  foundation  to  finish.  Quality  work  from  start 
to  finish.  No  job  is  too  small  nor  too  big.  Extensive 
list  of  happy  clients  in  Noe  Valley.  Call  Darrin  at 
415-672-2509. 

Garden  Cottage  in  the  Heart  of  Noe  Valley.  Per¬ 
fect  for  visiting  friends  and  family.  Secluded  and  de¬ 
tached  with  private  deck.  Completely  furnished. 
Queen  bed.  Fully  equipped  kitchen.  Cable 
TV/VCR,  stereo/CD,  telephone.  Short-term  rental. 
Minimum  two  nights.  Sleeps  two.  Non-smoking. 
415-970-8177;  sfcotIage4rent@earlhlink.net . 

Housecleaning.  Excellent  references.  Reasonable 
prices.  Houses  and  apartments.  Please  call  Diane  at 
415-334-9348. 

Does  It  Hurt  Inside?  So  bad  you  can’t  let  anyone 
see?  The  passage  to  freedom  is  here.  Gentle,  prac¬ 
tical  individual  and  couples  therapy.  Lesbian/gay/ 
bi/straight  welcome.  Offices  in  Noe  Valley  and  on 
the  Peninsula  in  Foster  City.  Julie  Armer,  M.A., 
L.M.F.T.  Free  15-minute  phone  consultation.  415- 
882- 1 1 6 1  or  650-34 1  -06 1 7.  Visit  my  web  site:  www. 
PersonalChange.org. 

Phil’s  Window  Cleaning  Service.  Reliable/cour¬ 
teous.  Free  estimates  for  residential/commercial. 
415-668-8310. 

Integrative  Health  and  Bereavement  Counseling 
uses  interconnected  parts  of  ourselves — emotional, 
intellectual,  physical,  and  spiritual.  We  work  to¬ 
gether  to  maximize  wellness,  manage  illness,  or  face 
the  challenges  presented  by  caregiving,  the  end  of 
life,  or  significant  loss.  More  than  20  years  experi¬ 
ence  with  issues  surrounding  health,  illness,  dying, 
and  loss  of  all  kinds.  Roz  Leiser,  R.N.  Noe  Valley 
location.  415-586-2950. 

Housecleaning  Service.  Home  and  office  cleaning. 
Excellent  references,  reasonable  prices.  415- 
823-0531. 


CLASS  ADS 


Tired  of  Squeezing  Your  Out-of-Town  Parents  or 

friends  into  your  already-jammed  home?  Visiting 
the  city  on  a  temporary  business  assignment? 
Charming  fully-furnished  studio  available  on  a 
short-time  basis.  Cable  TV,  stereo,  VCR,  kitchen, 
full  bath,  laundry,  garden.  Lots  of  parking  next  to 
open  space.  Bernal  Heights  across  from  The  Hill. 
Call  415-285-7064  or  nww.janiesnest.com. 

Housekeeper  part-time  or  full-time.  17  years  ex¬ 
perience,  excellent  references.  CDL,  car.  English 
speaking  loyal  worker.  Cal  I  Rosane,  4 1 5-672-0970. 

Creative  Block?  Writers  and  artists  of  all  kinds  use 
psychotherapy  to  break  the  log  jam.  Not  creative? 
Maybe  psychotherapy  can  open  your  potential 
while  deepening  self-understanding.  Sliding  scale. 
23rd  Street  near  Church.  Celia  Lighthill,  M.F.T. 
415-239-1315. 

Classical  Piano  Lessons  and  music  theory  instruc¬ 
tion  offered  by  patient,  experienced  teacher  in  Noe 
Valley.  Beginning  through  early  advanced  students 
welcomed!  Elva  Granat,  415-285-5769. 


Charming  Hotel  Alternative  in  Noe  Valley.  The 

Dolores  Studio — sunny,  furnished  apartment  with 
private  entrance,  bathroom,  kitchenette,  satellite 
TV,  phone,  laundry.  Newly  renovated.  Lovely  gar¬ 
den.  Reasonable  rates.  Samantha,  415-285-5677; 
doloresstudio@yahoo.com. 

Ed  McCrone,  Ph.D.,  Licensed  Psychologist,  PSY 
16593.  Over  a  decade  helping  clients  make  peace 
with  depression,  anxiety,  PTSD,  HIV,  addictions, 
grief,  and  relationship  misfortune.  Trained  in 
EMDR,  trauma  therapy.  Noe  office,  1423 A 
Sanchez,  near  27th.  415-297-7835;  wHw.mccrone.net. 

Handyman/Carpenter.  Repair  a  door,  install  cab¬ 
inets  or  shelves,  fix  a  fence,  deck,  or  windows;  even 
some  electrical.  I  do  good  work  at  a  reasonable  rate. 
Robert,  566-3389. 

Vacation  Rental  in  Calistoga.  Calistoga  Haven: 
Three-bedroom,  two-bath  house  with  built-in  pool. 
Fully  furnished  with  all  amenities.  Walk  to  town.  Stay 
for  a  weekend,  week,  or  month,  and  enjoy  the  wine 
country.  Call  707-265-0547  for  more  information. 

Telephone  and  Computer  Jacks.  Cat  5  cable  in¬ 
stallation.  Cable  TV,  audio,  and  home  theater.  Tele¬ 
phone  systems,  intercom,  door  entry,  video  security 
cameras.  Free  estimates.  Guaranteed,  experienced, 
reliable.  License  #796389.  Kent,  415-468-9400; 
info@allwired.net . 

Health  Insurance  and  Medicare  Supplements. 

Business  and  personal.  For  a  free,  no-pressure  con¬ 
sultation,  call  Bill  Hannant  at  415-647-7012.  16 
years  experience.  License  072323 1 . 

Hauling  and  Cleaning.  We  have  five  years  of  ex¬ 
perience  in  home,  building,  and  commercial  haul¬ 
ing  and  cleaning.  Seven  days  and  free  estimate.  Call 
415-990-4062. 

Handyman/Carpenter.  All  phases  of  construction, 
from  foundation  to  finish.  Quality  work  from  start 
to  finish.  No  job  is  too  small  nor  too  big.  Extensive 
list  of  happy  clients  in  Noe  Valley.  Call  Darrin  at 
415-672-2509. 

August  Moon  Massage.  Swedish,  Shiatsu,  deep  tis¬ 
sue,  Lomi-Lomi;  Qi  Gong  energy  work.  Studio  or 
house  calls,  $70  for  one  hour.  415-647-7517,  Jana. 

On-Site  Computer  Service,  repair,  and  training. 
Professional,  reliable,  and  experienced.  Wireless 
network  installation,  DSL  installation,  system  up¬ 
grades,  troubleshooting,  and  more!  Please  visit 
www.TechnoCommando.com.  Specializing  in  small 
business  and  home  service.  Call  Techno  Comman¬ 
do  at  415-606-5246. 

Red’s  Hauling  and  Yard  Work.  Cleaning  and 
clearing.  Attics,  basements,  garages,  households, 
yards.  Prompt,  reliable  service.  Free  estimates.  415- 
307-0889. 


Personal  Style  Consultant:  Wardrobe/Home.  Dis¬ 
cover  your  style!  Personal  shopping;  Ishopwith  you 
for  clothes/accessories  that  fit  your  body  and  your 
life.  Closet  re-org:  Learn  what  to  keep,  what  to  do¬ 
nate,  what  goes  with  what.  Living  space:  Profes¬ 
sional  advice  on  colors,  rugs,  furniture,  art — to 
make  your  home  reflect  your  soul.  I’ll  bring  my 
years  of  experience  to  your  situation  and  work  with¬ 
in  your  budget.  WHW.lindsaycasablanca.com. 

Problems  with  Your  Landlord?  Leaks?  Eviction? 
Call  Marilyn  Kalman,  a  Noe  Valley  attorney  with 
25  years  experience  in  tenant  advocacy.  Free  initial 
phone  consultation.  415-826-1556. 

Piano  and  Keyboard  Lessons.  Noe  Valley,  Bemal 
Heights,  vibrant  Mission.  22  years  of  teaching  ex¬ 
perience:  all  levels  and  all  ages.  Play  the  joyful 
world  of  music,  from  Bach  to  Bernstein  and  more. 
Lessons  given  in  your  home  at  your  own  piano, 
where  you  enjoy  learning.  Marv  Hiemstra,  415- 
826-4485;  drollmarv@aol.com.. 

Interior  Home  Refinishing:  Kitchen  cabinets, 
doors,  wainscoting,  trim,  and  more.  Fine  work, 
quickly  done.  15  years  experience.  Call  Jim  at  415- 
621-4390. 

Your  New  Home  Is  in  Marin  County.  A  great 
place  to  visit  and  you’d  really  love  to  live  there?  Me 
too.  Eight-year  resident  of  Noe,  now  living  in  Marin 
for  six  years  and  specializing  in  Marin  real  estate.  1 
can  help  you  find  and  purchase  your  new  home.  It’s 
not  as  hard  as  you  may  think,  www.ketlyemery.com. 
or415-663-1320. 

Handier  Andy.  Home  repairs,  carpentry,  stairs, 
decks,  siding,  fences,  doors,  drywall,  ceramic  tile, 
regrouting,  painting,  light  electric,  and  plumbing. 
415-564-1175. 

Housecleaning.  Need  to  clean  your  house,  apart¬ 
ment,  and  office?  We  are  reasonably  priced,  thor¬ 
ough,  experienced,  and  available  seven  days  a  week. 
We  have  good  references.  Free  estimates.  Please 
leave  a  message  for  Maria  Pires  at  650-756-55 12. 

Beginning  Mosaic  Workshops.  Create  a  stepping 
stone — original  art  for  your  garden.  See  www.joni 
eisen.com  or  call  648-6740. 

Drafting  Service  for  your  addition  or  new  plans.  1 2 
years  experience  in  CAD,  and  more.  Price  nego¬ 
tiable.  Free  estimate.  Bill,  415-806-9543;  john- 
sow@hotmail.com . 

Guitar  Lessons.  Beginning  or  students  looking  to 
improve.  All  ages  welcome.  I  have  years  of  playing 
and  teaching  experience,  patience,  and  enthusiasm. 
Lessons  are  personalized  with  your  musical  goals 
in  mind.  Convenient  Noe  Valley  location.  Call  John 
LoGiudici,  415-285-3119. 

Affirming,  Experienced,  and  Affordable.  Let’s 
work  together  to  tackle  depression  and  anxiety 
caused  by  painful  transitions,  past  relationships,  and 
gender  issues.  Noe  Valley  office;  Saturday  appoint¬ 
ments  are  available.  Lucinda  Mancillas,  L.C.S.W. 
#20174.415-821-2000. 

Cleaning  Professional.  18  years  of  experience. 
Apartments,  homes,  or  offices.  Call  Roger  Miller, 
415-664-0513. 


Your  Personal  Handyman.  Noe  Valley  gent  will 
meet  your  summertime  fixup  and  repair  needs. 
Small  projects  welcome.  Floors,  windows,  doors, 
inside  painting,  plumbing  problems,  grout  restora¬ 
tion,  carpentry,  sinks,  fixtures,  light  electrical  work, 
and  more.  Call  Your  Handyman,  415-425-2585. 

Hi,  My  Name  Is  Katia.  I  am  a  professional  house- 
cleaner.  I  would  like  to  clean  your  house.  Call  me 
to  get  more  information.  Cell  phone:  415-238-0042. 

Health  and  Fitness  Support  Group  forming.  As 
we  approach  our  60s,  70s,  and  80s,  we  want  to  be 
able  to  do  most  of  the  things  we  did  when  we  were 
younger!  Learn  how.  Ages  40  to  70  ideal  for  this 
group.  415-668-8310. 


HOW  TO  PLACE 
A  CLASS  AD 

It’s  easy.  Just  type  or  print  the  text 
of  your  ad,  multiply  the  number 
of  words  by  40c  per  word,  and 
send  us  a  check  or  money  order 
for  the  total  amount.  (Note  that  a 
phone  number,  including  area 
code,  counts  as  one  word.) 

Then  mail  your  ad  copy  and 
check,  made  out  to  the  Noe  Valley 
Voice,  so  that  we  receive  it  by  the 
15th  of  the  month  before  the 
month  in  which  you’d  like  to 
advertise.  The  address  is  Noe 
Valley  Voice  Class  Ads,  1021 
Sanchez  Street,  San  Francisco, 

CA  94114.  (Sorry,  the  Voice  is 
unable  to  accept  Class  Ads  by 
phone  or  e-mail  at  this  time.) 

10  for  10  discount:  The  Noe  Val¬ 
ley  Voice  publishes  a  news  edition 
10  months  a  year.  (We’re  on  vaca¬ 
tion  in  January  and  August.)  If 
you  place  the  same  class  ad  in  10 
issues,  you  are  entitled  to  a  10 
percent  discount.  To  figure  your 
cost,  deduct  10  percent  from  the 
total  amount  due  for  10  issues. 

The  next  Voice  will  be  the  Octo¬ 
ber  2004  issue,  distributed  in  Noe 
Valley  on  or  before  Oct.  1.  The 
deadline  for  Class  Ads  is  Sept. 
15.  The  Class  Ads  will  be  printed 
in  the  newspaper  and  then  dis¬ 
played  on  our  web  site  (www.noe 
valIeyvoice.com)  for  one  month. 

Class  advertisers  should  keep  in 
mind  that  only  the  first  few  words 
of  the  ad  (not  to  exceed  one  line 
of  type)  will  be  set  in  bold.  Also, 
receipts  and  tear  sheets  will  be 
provided  only  if  your  order  is 
accompanied  by  an  SASE. 

Thank  you  for  your  support. 


College  Admissions  Counselor  offers  individual 
attention  and  step-by-step  support  in  identifying 
colleges,  writing  essays,  and  preparing  applica¬ 
tions.  Sue  Chapman,  415-824-0217.  UC  Berkeley 
certified. 

Housecleaning.  Cheerful,  efficient  man;  lifetime 
experience.  Professional  cleaning.  First  class  detail 
work.  No  job  too  large  or  too  small.  I  also  do  minor 
repairs,  painting,  errands,  etc.  Reliable,  conscien¬ 
tious,  and  responsible.  Established  in  Noe  Valley 
1988.  Excellent  references.  George  Sullivan,  415- 
285-7279. 

Host  Foreign  Students.  $560  per  week.  Individu¬ 
als  with  college  degree  needed  to  provide  room, 
board,  and  English  tutoring.  Need  morning  or  af¬ 
ternoon  free.  Rita,  724-9887. 

Container  Gardening  and  micro-irrigation  system 
installation.  650-756-3885. 

Small  Noe  Valley  Office  in  suite  with  therapists  and 
alternative  healing  practitioners.  Unlimited  use, 
$500  per  month.  Call  415-239-1315. 


HOUSE  HISTORIES 

LEARN  THE  SECRET  STORY  OF  YOUR  HOME 


GREAT  RATES  -  ACT  NOW  ! 


Quantum  Savings  Account 


1  *^0^° Annual  Percentage  Yield 
1  •70^  Annual  Percentage  Yield 
1.70*  ’  Annual  Percentage  Yield 


$10,000  Minimum  Deposit 

$25,000  Minimum  Deposit 
$50,000  Minimum  Deposit 


Annual  percentage  yield  (APY)  effective  August  23,  2004.  There  is  a  minimum  balance  requirement  of  $10,000  to  obtain 
the  1 .40  %  APY,  $25,000  to  obtain  the  1.70%  APY  and  $50,000  to  obtain  the  1.70%  APY  for  the  Quantum  Savings 
Account.  Rates  are  subject  to  change  without  notice.  Early  withdrawal  penalties  may  be  imposed.  Fees  may  reduce 
earnings  on  the  account.  FD1C  insured  to  applicable  limits.  For  more  information,  request  the  Account  Disclosures  and 
Schedule  of  Fees  and  Charges. 


Sequoia  National  Bank 


65  Post  Street  •  San  Francisco  •  94104  •  415-781-0600 
699  Portola  Drive  •  San  Francisco  •  94127  •  415-661-4800 
Member  FDIC  WWW.SQNB.COM 


gift.  Call 
Sherlock 
Homes. 
415-337-5824 
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Ranked-Choice  Voting 

Coming  Election  Day ,  November  2,  2004 


As  part  of  the  November  2,  2004  Election,  San  Francisco 
voters  will  use  ranked-choice  voting  for  the  first  time. 

Ranked-choice  voting  allows  San  Francisco  voters  to 
elect  most  local  officials  by  ranking  a  first-choice, 
second-choice  and  third-choice  candidate  for  each 
local  office. 


c  r 


DEMONSTRATION  BALLOT  /  BALOTA  DE  MUESTRA  / 
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This  November,  voters  will  use  ranked-choice  voting 
to  elect  Members  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors  in 
Districts  1,  2,  3,  5,  7,  9,  and  11. 


For  more  information: 

Call:  C4 1 53  554-4375 
TDD:  C41 5]  554-4386 

Visit  Our  Website: 

www.sfgov.org/election/rcv 


The  Department  of  Elections 

City  Hall,  Room  48 
1  Dr.  Carlton  B.  Goodlett  Place 
San  Francisco,  CA  94102 


I 


WEST  NILE  VIRUS 


is  transmitted  by  mosquitoes  and  spread  by  migrating  birds. 
Disease  in  humans  is  rare,  but  its  consequences  can  be  severe 
If  you  develop  an  illness  with  high  fever,  headache,  stiff  neck, 
confusion,  or  muscle  weakness,  see  your  doctor  immediately. 


THE  BITE 

SAN  FRANCISCO 


We  can  prevent  West  Nile  Virus: 

•  Drain  water  from  gutters,  roofs,  and  outdoor  equipment. 

•  Apply  insect  repellent  to  exposed  skin  and/or  clothing  according 
to  label  instructions. 

•  At  dawn  and  dusk,  wear  long  pants,  long-sleeved  shirts  and  other 
protective  clothing  outdoors. 

•  Report  significant  mosquito  problem  areas  to  the  Department  of 
Public  Health  at  (415)  252-3805. 

More  info:  877-WNV-BIRD  or  www.sfmosquito.org 


f  ini 

SF  Environment  ^k***^#  San  Francisco 

Recreation  a  Parks 


Shouldn't  you  live  in 
Noe  Valley 
in  order  to  sell  it? 

As  a  long  time  Noe  Valley 
resident  and  realtor,  I  can  help  you 
be  a  Noe  Valley  homeowner  too. 

Duncan  Wheeler 

Real  Estate  Agent 


Herth  Real  Estate 

415-861-5200x280 

Please  call  or  visit  my  website  to 
learn  more  about  owning  in  Noe  Valley. 

www.duncanwheeler.com 
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and  now  for  the 

RUMORS 

behind  the  news 


Noe  News  Cruise 


By  Mazook 


WELCOME  BACK  TO  NOE  VALLEY, 
all  of  you  who  have  been  on  summer  hol¬ 
idays,  junkets,  getaways,  or  just  away. 
Well,  buckle  your  seatbelt  and  let’s  cruise 
the  latest  news  of  the  neighborhood. 

We  start  at  the  comer  of  Church  and 
30th,  where  neighbors  are  fed  up  to  their 
eardrums  with  the  heavy  metal  screech¬ 
ing  and  grinding  from  the  wheels  of  the 
trolleys  on  the  J-Church  line.  Every  time 
a  train  makes  the  90-degree  turn  at  that 
intersection,  it  generates  an  excruciating 
metal-to-metal  sound. 

According  to  Upper  Noe  Neighbors 
President  Vicki  Rosen,  “many  of  the  res¬ 
idents  living  around  that  comer  are  com¬ 
plaining  that  the  noise  starts  before  dawn 
and  continues  into  the  middle  of  the  night.” 

The  problem  is  even  worse  in  the 
evening,  she  says,  because  Muni  is  rout¬ 
ing  many  of  its  other  streetcars  along 
Church  Street  to  the  Muni  terminal  on 
Geneva  Avenue  after  their  daily  runs. 
Then,  in  the  early  hours  of  the  morning, 
it  sends  them  back  downtown  along  the 
J-line.  Of  course  on  the  positive  side,  this 
means  more  streetcars  for  early-bird  com¬ 
muters.  The  UNN  membership  is  asking 
Muni  to  see  what  they  can  do  to  grease 
the  wheels,  so  to  speak. 

The  group  is  also  driving  on  another 
front.  “We’re  trying  to  get  a  core  group 
together  to  establish  our  own  design  re¬ 


view  board,  so  local  residents  have  a  say 
in  how  the  area  is  developed.” 

The  group’s  main  concern  is  “over-size 
homes — homes  that  are  too  big  for  our 
neighborhood,”  says  Rosen.  “We  have  a 
lot  of  people  demolishing  small  homes 
and  putting  up  huge  homes  that  tower 
over  the  others  and  take  up  too  much  of 
the  open  space  in  the  back  yards.” 

She  says  developers  often  build  hous¬ 
es  with  nice  facades  that  blend  in  with  the 
other  Victorians  on  the  block,  “but  what 
you  don’t  see  is  what  happens  in  the  back 
end  of  their  property.” 

The  Neighbors’  meeting  on  July  29  fea¬ 
tured  representatives  from  a  Bernal 
Heights  group  that  had  created  a  similar 
design  review  board,  hoping  to  rein  in 
construction  in  that  neighborhood. 

If  you  want  to  get  up  to  speed  on  this 
issue,  the  Upper  Noe  Neighbors’  next 
meeting  is  on  Thursday,  Sept.  30,  at  7:30 
p.m.,  at  the  Upper  Noe  Rec  Center  at  Day 
and  Sanchez. 

So  where  exactly  is  Upper  Noe  Valley? 
According  to  Rosen,  that  would  be  “Cesar 
Chavez  to  30th  Street,  and  San  Jose  Av¬ 
enue  up  to  Diamond  Heights  Boulevard.” 

The  30th  Street  On  Lok  Senior  Center 
is  borderline,  but  it’s  still  a  great  institu¬ 
tion,  so  we’ll  claim  them,  Rosen  says.  The 
senior  center  will  be  celebrating  its  25th 
anniversary  with  an  Oct.  5  luncheon  at  the 
Palace  Hotel,  on  Market  Street  at  New 
Montgomery.  The  center’s  staff  and  vol¬ 
unteers  have  been  doing  marvelous  things 
for  senior  attendees,  Rosen  says,  includ¬ 
ing  offering  around  50  classes.  Lunch  is 
served  to  more  than  750  seniors  every  day 
except  Sunday,  and  much  of  the  food  is 
grown  in  an  organic  garden  in  the  center’s 
back  yard. 

You  can  make  reservations  ($100/$75 
seniors)  or  get  more  information  by  call¬ 
ing  Marianne  Hampton  at  4 1 5-60 1  -7845. 
Hampton,  one  of  90  volunteers,  will  glad¬ 


MEXIC4^ 

vr  ^  f4 

^Mexican  Grille 

Lean  Mexican  Cuisine 

Including: 

¥  Broiled  Salmon  Burritos  ¥  Delicious  Chicken  MoLE-’f 
¥  Wonderful  Enchiladas  ¥  COCHINITA  PlBIL  Pork? 

¥  Cactus  Burritos  ¥  Fantastic  Grilled  QUESADILLAS  4 
¥  Grilled  Seafood  Specials  ¥ 

Great  Tacos  ¥  Variety  of  Vegetarian  Dishes 

¥  New  Maya  Tamales  ¥ 


GZiecA  IG  Out 


GGor  l/e  Gfast  GGrne// 

¥  Great  Atmosphere!  * 

Open  Everyday  ¥  11  am  -  10  pm 

3917  24th  Street 

at  Sanchez 

415-648-0477 


ly  give  you  a  personal  tour  of  the  center. 

S  S  S 

UPPERS  AND  DOWNERS:  Moving  in¬ 
bound  on  Church  from  30th  Street,  we  re¬ 
gretfully  note  that  the  popular  collectibles 
store  Nifty  Vintique  has  closed  its  doors. 
But  the  good  news  is,  construction  has 
begun  on  a  new  business,  an  apothecary 
operated  by  Kati  Kim.  Now,  that’s  some¬ 
thing  that  Upper  Noe  Valley  residents 
might  appreciate — a  nearby  drugstore. 

Crossing  Day  Street,  we  see  construc¬ 
tion  going  on  at  the  old  Mikeytom  Mar¬ 
ket  site  that  long  ago  housed  a  medium- 
size  Safeway.  This  doesn’t  mean  a  new 
tenant  is  moving  in,  but  rather  that  the 
building’s  owner  is  repairing  a  wall  that 
was  about  to  fall.  It’s  sad  to  see  that  the 
futuristic  mural  on  the  side  of  the  build¬ 
ing  had  to  be  destroyed  in  the  process. 

Moving  north  on  Church  toward 
Downtown  Noe  Valley  (24th  Street),  we 
make  a  sharp  right  turn  at  Chloe’s  on  the 
comer  of  26th  and  walk  past  the  firehouse 
and  up  the  hill  to  Dolores,  to  visit  the  lat¬ 
est  entry  in  the  Noe  Valley  coffee  derby — 
Luv  a  Java,  a  cafe  which  opened  very  qui¬ 
etly  at  6  a.m.  Saturday,  Aug.  14. 

Owner  Abraham  Amireh  and  manager 
Ruth  Niehues  are  serving  coffee  roasted 
by  McLaughlin  Coffee,  along  with  a  va¬ 
riety  of  pastries  and  bagels.  They’re  open 
daily  from  6  a.m.  to  9  p.m.  (a  long  shift). 
Luv  a  Java  has  free  wireless  Internet  for 
customers,  so  bring  your  tech  gadgets. 

Strolling  back  down  the  hill  and  up 
Church  to  25th,  we  arrive  at  1 3 1 1  Church, 
where  a  new  art  studio  called  Artery  will 
be  opening  the  day  after  Labor  Day. 

Owner  Paula  Benton  says  she’ll  be 
teaching  several  September  arts  and  crafts 
classes  for  toddlers,  plus  “Every  Child 
Can  Learn  to  Draw,”  for  10-  to  12-year- 
olds,  and  a  teen  and  adult  beadwork  jew¬ 
elry  workshop  (see  Voice  Calendar). 


Adults  can  also  take  classes  in  water- 
colors,  printmaking,  fimo  clay,  and  per¬ 
spective  drawing,  taught  by  others. 

Benton  says  she’s  very  excited  about 
opening  a  studio  where  "all  ages  can  ex¬ 
perience  creative  exploration  and 
process-oriented  art.”  Her  flyer  boasts, 
“Artery  is  Noe  Valley’s  place  for  artful 
revery.” 

5?  S  S 

24TH  STREET  WHISTLESTOPS:  Head¬ 
ing  west  on  our  main  drag  from  Church 
to  Sanchez,  we  see  the  “For  Lease”  sign 
is  still  posted  on  Launderland.  Shoe  Biz 
next  door  is  up  and  running,  and  has  al¬ 
ready  sold  out  of  many  sizes  and  items. 
They’re  obviously  doing  well. 

Across  Vicksburg  at  the  24th  Street 
Cafe,  I  ask  owner  Joe  Eadeh  what  was  up 
with  the  application  for  a  change  of  own¬ 
ership  that  was  posted  in  his  window. 
“You  and  everybody  else  want  to  know,” 
says  Joe.  The  notice  created  quite  a  stir 
among  cafe  regulars.  “People  were  com¬ 
ing  in  off  the  street  and  asking  me  why  I 
was  leaving,  which  kind  of  surprised  me,” 
he  says.  Joe  assures  us  he  is  not  leaving 
but  just  transferring  his  ownership  into  a 
corporation  that  he  will  own.  And  that 
kind  of  business  change  requires  ABC 
approval  and  public  notice.  “Nothing  is 
easy!”  laughs  Joe. 

Moving  on  up  24th  Street,  we  see  that 
Noe  Valley’s  new  $4  million  parking  lot 
is  fully  operational  but  sparsely  populat¬ 
ed.  Sometimes  the  mini-park,  which  is 
looking  pretty  spiffy,  has  more  people  in 
it  than  there  are  cars  in  the  lot. 

“Everything  is  working  well,”  says 
parking  manager  Luke  Aguilera,  “but  it’s 
been  pretty  slow.”  As  you  can  see  on  the 
rate  board,  the  first  half-hour  parking  is  a 
buck,  then  it  jumps  to  $5  for  half  a  day. 

CONTINUED  ON  PAGE  62 


San  Francisco 
Auto  Repair 
Center 

415-285-8588 


Week 


SMOG  CHECK  AVAILABLE  7  DAYS 

Official  California  Smog  Station 

Foreign  &  Domestic  Auto  Repairs 

1 2  MONTH  WARRANTY  ON  ALL  REPAIRS 


State  of  California 

LICENSED 


Free  shuttle  service  to  and  from  BART, 
downtown  SF,  and  nearby  neighborhoods 

Basic  auto  repair  classes  •  Men  and  women  mechanics 
“Do-it-yourself”  membership  available 
DEPENDABLE,  GUARANTEED  WORK  AT  HONEST  PRICES 

Used  car  pre-purchase  diagnostic  Inspection  service 
Emission  systems  •  Smog  test  failure  diagnosis  and  repair 
Tune-up  •  Lube  service  •  Regular  maintenance 
Air  conditioning  and  heaters  •  Cooling  systems  •  Radiators  •  Overheating 
Timing  belts  •  Brakes  •  Clutches  •  General  repairs 
Electrical  problems  •  Rewiring  •  Short  circuits 
Window,  door,  and  vandalism  repairs  •  Four-wheel-drive  service 
Struts,  shocks,  suspension,  and  steering  •  CV  joint  and  axle  service 
Check  engine  light  •  Computer  diagnostics  •  Drivability  problems 
Engine  and  transmission  rebuilding  and  replacement 

(415)  285-8588 

61  I  Florida  Street 

Between  Harrison  and  Bryant,  near  1 8th  Street 
San  Francisco,  California  94110 

ALL  MAJOR  CREDIT  CARDS  AND  ATM  ACCEPTED 


INSPECTION  & 
REPAIR  STATION 


OFFICIAL 

GROSS 

POLLUTER 

CERTIFICATION 

STATION 


$ 

AUTOMOTIVE 

SERVICE 

EXCELLENCE 


0 

BBB 


T F 


Free 
Brake 
&  Safety 
Inspection 

($48  value) 


Oil  Change 
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“We  are  optimistic  as  we  move  into  the 
fall  season,”  Aguilera  says. 

By  the  way,  Martha  and  Bros.  Coffee 
has  reserved  a  lot  space  for  up  to  10  min¬ 
utes  free  for  its  customers  in  the  morning. 
Maybe  as  the  holiday  season  approaches, 
other  merchants  and  drivers  will  negoti¬ 
ate  deals  for  validated  customer  parking. 
But  so  far,  says  Aguilera,  “Martha’s  is  the 
only  merchant  who  has  stepped  forward.” 

0  0  0 

THE  WILD  3900  BLOCK  of  24th  Street 
has  been  jumpin'  these  past  two  months. 
Peruvian  restaurant  Fresca  is  making  ma¬ 
jor  progress,  renovating  the  former  loca¬ 
tion  of  Tien  Fu.  The  place  was  once  the 
Noe  Valley  Bar  and  Grill,  and  a  restaurant 
called  Woodworks,  way  back  in  prehis¬ 
toric  times.  My  bet  is  that  Fresca  will  open 
by  late  October. 

Next  door,  there’s  a  big  hole  where  the 
Lunny  House  used  to  be,  but  it’s  quickly 
being  filled  with  rebar  and  concrete  and 
should  morph  into  a  four-story  retail/res¬ 
idential  development  any  week  now. 

Next  to  the  Lunny  project  is  the  former 
Colorcrane,  which  will  be  transformed 
into  Noe  Knit  by  the  end  of  October.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  owner  Susan  Herrick,  the  every- 
thing-you-ever-wanted-to-know-about- 
knitting  emporium  should  be  open  by  the 
end  of  October. 

“A  lot  of  people  are  again  interested  in 
knitting,”  says  Herrick.  “I  think  it’s  back 
in  vogue  because  so  many  celebrities  are 
knitting — Julia  Roberts  and  the  cast  of  the 
movie  Mona  Lisa  Smile  were  all  knitting, 
and  Sarah  Jessica  Parker  and  the  cast  of 
the  series  Sex  in  the  City,  too — it  has  re¬ 
newed  a  lot  of  interest.  And  right  up  the 
street  at  Bliss  Bar,  there  is  a  group  that 
meets  every  Monday  night  called  S.F. 
Chicks  with  Sticks,  of  which  I  am  a  mem¬ 
ber.  I  think  there  are,  like,  250  people  in 
the  group.”  (See  Voice  front  page.) 

Herrick  lives  in  North  Beach  but  says 
she  wanted  “to  open  the  store  in  a  neigh¬ 
borhood  that  was  more  like  a  village, 
which  is  what  brought  me  to  24th  Street. 
Actually,  since  I  have  been  working  on 
getting  the  store  ready  these  past  weeks, 
I  have  been  amazed  at  the  hundreds  of 
people  who’ ve  stopped  and  said  how  glad 
they  were  to  see  this  kind  of  store  open  in 
the  neighborhood.” 

Herrick  expects  to  have  all  the  supplies 
you  are  yarning  for,  and  will  start  classes 
so  all  of  us  knit-wits  can  pick  up  some 
purls  of  wisdom. 

0  0  0 

WE  LEAPFROG  up  to  the  Bank  of  Amer¬ 
ica  at  24th  and  Castro,  where  the  staff  is 


bonus 

Zippy 


St.  Philip’s  new  pastor, Tony  LaTorre,  enjoys  strolling  around  the  neighborhood  with  his  basset 
hound— retriever  mix  Sarah.  Photo  by  Pamela  Gerard 


very  busy  these  days,  mailing  thank-you 
cards  to  customers  who’ve  made  a  trip 
into  the  actual  brick-and-mortar  bank,  for 
services  that  a  mere  ATM  can’t  render. 
Some  customers  say  they’ve  gotten  one 
or  two  cards  a  week. 

Manager  Tony  Lau  says  B  of  A  is 
putting  focus  on  customer  satisfaction  to 
try  to  increase  its  depositor  base.  Lau  ad¬ 
mits  that  the  bank  is  going  after  customers 
of  its  chief  rival,  Wells  Fargo.  Together, 
the  two  control  more  than  60  percent  of 
the  deposits  in  Northern  California. 

Wells  has  expanded  its  24th  Street 
mini-branch  this  summer  from  ATM-only 
to  a  full-service,  walk-in,  see  a  live  teller, 
talk  to  a  bank  manager  kind  of  place. 
Luckily,  we  were  under  the  limit  for  the 
number  of  banks  permitted  in  the  neigh¬ 
borhood,  which  the  24th  Street-Noe  Val¬ 
ley  Commercial  District  controls. 

0  0  0 

BEYOND  AND  BEYONDER:  When  we 
turn  left  on  Castro,  things  become  con¬ 
fusing.  Beyond  the  Sea  has  a  sign  in  its 
window  announcing  a  closing  sale,  and 
the  nail  shop  next  door  has  a  “For  Rent” 
sign  in  its  window.  It  turns  out  that  the 
building  owners  who  run  Nail  Chic  are 
really  just  advertising  to  rent  the  Beyond 
the  Sea  space.  The  nail  salon  is  not,  re¬ 
peat  not,  closing. 

One  of  the  co-owners,  who  we  will  call 
Tim,  since  he  would  not  reveal  his  last 
name,  says  that  the  900-square-foot  Be¬ 
yond  the  Sea  space  is  available  for  a 
monthly  rent  of  $2,400.  Tim  noted  in  mid- 
August  that  the  only  inquiries  he'd  re¬ 
ceived  thus  far  were  from  two  different 
prospects  who  each  wanted  to  open  a  pet 
supply  store.  “It’s  weird,”  he  said. 

So  why,  after  nine  years  of  aromather¬ 
apy,  did  Beyond  the  Sea  close  its  doors? 
“In  short,”  said  owners  Cary  and  Johan¬ 
na  Friedman,  “lack  of  customers  and  lack 


of  sales,  which  have  been  slipping  for  the 
last  three  years.” 

The  Friedmans  will  continue  to  manu¬ 
facture  their  soaps,  bath  salts,  and  mas¬ 
sage  oils  in  their  Noe  Valley  basement, 
and  their  line  of  products  will  be  for  sale 
at  Open  Door  Yoga. 

“We’re  sad  to  have  to  close,”  says  Cary. 
“Over  the  30  years  I  have  been  in  San 
Francisco,  I  have  seen  so  many  unique 
shops  throughout  the  city  have  to  close. 
It’s  just  really  hard  for  a  small  business  to 
survive.”  Friedman  wants  to  emphasize 
that  the  landlord  had  not  raised  his  rent; 
it  was  simply  a  lack  of  business. 

Everybody  knew  that  Paper  Plus  (near¬ 
by  on  Castro)  was  closing,  and  finally  it 
did.  There  has  been  a  lot  of  interest  in 
renting  the  place  (at  $3  a  square  foot),  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  building  owners’  represen¬ 
tative,  Sam  Podolsky.  “We’ve  had  a  lot  of 
calls  from  people:  one  wanting  to  open  a 
computer  store,  and  others  a  pet  supply 
outlet,  and  a  karate  studio  [which  it  once 
was].  One  group  even  wanted  to  open  a 
church,  which  I  thought  was  quite  inter¬ 
esting,”  Podolsky  says. 

My  bet  is  that  something  will  be  there 
before  Christmas,  and  don’t  rule  out  a  pet 
store. 

0  0  0 

BAGGY  DOG  STORY:  My  Noe  news 
cruise  ends  at  the  Walgreen’s  parking  lot, 
where  we  still  have  free  parking  for  an 
hour.  This  is  one  of  the  best  bargains  in 
Downtown  Noe  Valley.  As  I  exit  the  park¬ 
ing  lot  (thank  you,  Walgreen’s)  to  walk  up 
to  the  Noe  Valley-Sally  Brunn  Library  to 
turn  in  some  overdue  books,  I  see  some¬ 
thing  noteworthy:  a  priest  walking  a  bas¬ 
set  hound.  At  first,  I  thought  it  was  War¬ 
ren  Hinckle  in  ecclesiastical  drag. 

Forgive  me,  Father,  but  who  are  you? 
I  asked.  The  name  is  Tony  LaTorre,  he 
said,  the  new  pastor  at  St.  Philip’s  Church. 


Father  LaTorre  began  in  July,  and  comes 
from  St.  Charles’  Church  down  in  San 
Carlos.  Father  LaTorre 's  background  is  in 
teaching  and  school  administration,  and 
he  says  he  is  very  much  looking  forward 
to  this  new  assignment. 

“I've  been  walking  through  the  neigh¬ 
borhood  with  my  dog,  Sarah,  who  is  a  9- 
year-old  basset  hound-retriever,  and  ex¬ 
ploring  our  new  neighborhood,  which  is 
just  great.” 

Father  LaTorre  was  bom  in  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  55  years  ago,  and  he  graduated  from 
Lincoln  High  School  and  St.  Mary's  Col¬ 
lege.  He  wants  to  be  involved  in  the 
neighborhood  and  has  already  offered  the 
use  of  St.  Philip’s  new  parish  hall  to  com¬ 
munity  groups  for  meetings.  Friends  of 
Noe  Valley  and  the  East  &  West  of  Cas¬ 
tro  Club  should  take  note,  since  the  Noe 
Library,  where  they  now  meet,  will  be 
closing  for  renovations  in  March  of  2005. 
Father  LaTorre  wants  all  of  you  to  come 
and  say  hi  to  him  and  Sarah  at  the  St. 
Philip’s  annual  festival  on  Sept.  25  and  26. 

0  0  0 

WHAT’S  GOIN’  ON:  As  a  result  of  the 
Friends  of  Noe  Valley’s  June  9  joint  meet¬ 
ing  with  the  Noe  Valley  Merchants  Asso¬ 
ciation,  focusing  on  the  “revitalization  of 
24th  Street,”  a  committee  of  1 5  dedicat¬ 
ed  revitalizationists  was  formed  within 
Friends  of  Noe  Valley. 

The  24th  Street  Revitalization  Com¬ 
mittee  (also  known  as  the  24th  Street  Pro¬ 
ject)  has  already  had  meetings  and  made 
up  an  agenda,  says  Friends  President  De¬ 
bra  Niemann.  “They’re  a  really  energized 
group  who  started  by  going  block  to 
block,  asking  merchants  to  steam-clean 
the  sidewalks  in  front  of  their  stores.  They 
want  to  rid  the  sidewalks  of  dog  poop  and 
encourage  property  owners  to  plant  trees 
and  merchants  to  create  flower  beds.” 

Niemann  says  the  new  group  plans  to 
collaborate  with  other  groups  to  create 
events  promoting  Noe  Valley,  like  the 
Merchants’  annual  fall  hayride,  scheduled 
for  Saturday,  Oct.  16.  The  group  also 
wants  to  get  involved  in  the  Real  Food  ne¬ 
gotiations,  and  talk  to  Bell  Market  about 
expanding  some  product  lines. 

On  Sept.  1 1 ,  the  24th  Street  revitaliza¬ 
tion  group  and  the  S.F.  Parks  Trust  (for¬ 
merly  the  Friends  of  Recreation  and 
Parks)  will  co-sponsor  a  free  concert, 
from  3  to  5  p.m.,  in  Douglass  Playground 
up  at  Douglass  and  26th  streets.  They  ex¬ 
pect  it  to  be  a  “groovy  gathering,”  with 
live  performances  of  Motown  music  by 
Edna  Love  and  surprise  special  guests. 

0  0  0 

WELL,  IT  SHOULD  TAKE  those  ener¬ 
getic  Friends  no  more  than  a  few  days  to 
complete  the  agenda,  right?  We’ll  report 
back  to  you  next  month.  Until  then,  that’s 
30,  folks. 
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BUYING  OR  SELLING  REAL  ESTATE 
CAN  BE  A  WALK  IN  THE  PARK. 
JUST  CALL  ZEPHYR. 
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Daylight 

Saving 

Poems  by  Leslie  Steere 

Baby  Steps 

This  they  didn’t  warn  me  of. 

They  said, 

You’ll  be  so  tired 
You’ll  have  no  time 
It’s  so  expensive 

It’ll  put  a  strain  on  your  relationship 
You’ll  lose  touch  with  all  your  friends 
You’ll  forget  how  to  talk  about  anything  else 
Say  goodbye  to  sex  and  romance 
for  the  next  eighteen  years 

And 

It’s  worth  every  bit  of  the  trouble  and  pain 
You  won’t  be  sorry. 

As  if  I  were  embarking  on  a  crusade 
that  everyone  else  had  finished 
or  chosen  not  to  take, 
or  something  sillier — 

St.  George  welcoming  the  dragon  to  her  lair, 
trading  her  sword  for  a  pitcher  of  warm  milk, 
as  if  impervious  to  fire. 

But  no  one  mentioned  repetition 
as  the  main  ingredient. 

No  one  warned  me  that  I  would  be  here 
at  the  bottom  of  the  stairs 

watching  you  climb  down  for  the  third  slow  time, 
turning  your  head  to  see  that  I  am  here. 

•Your  fat  bare  feet  sliding  down  to  reach  the  step  below, 

your  hands  patting  the  carpet, 

fingers  distracted  by  the  pattern, 

interrupting  your  descent  for  long  seconds  at  a  time, 

until  almost  down 

you  reverse  direction, 

and  panting  like  a  marathoner 

begin  upward  again. 

Dragon  impatience 
breathes  fire  through  my  bones, 
sucks  my  skin  inward, 
turns  my  brain  to  ash. 

Writing,  work,  the  garden,  a  thousand  undone  things 
clatter  against  my  skull 
like  angry  marbles — 
make  my  teeth  scream. 

And  yet,  here  come  your  feet  again, 
inching  toward  me 
and  your  face  turned 
waiting  for  my  smile. 

You  are  mastering  this  climbing  task; 
your  entire  being  concentrated 
on  these  two  short  flights  of  stairs 
learning  every  carpet  fiber, 
every  pocket  of  dog  hair  and  dust, 
every  curve  in  the  painted  railing, 
every  distance. 

When  did  I  last  wield 
such  a  white-hot  sword 
against  my  world? 

Here  in  the  shadows 
at  the  bottom  of  the  steps 
that  I  am  too  tired 
and  too  familiar  with 
to  climb, 

I  watch  your  earnest  body 
move  away  from  me 
into  the  light, 
and  I  say 

Come,  my  love, 
do  it  again 
and  again 
and  again. 


Daylight  Saving 

We  who 

fashion  gods 

in  our  own  likenesses, 

Who 

carve  our  faces 
on  cliffsidcs, 

Who  imagine 
our  species 
as  the  only  one 
with  prayers; 

We  who  view 
the  moon  and  Mars 
as  habitat  insurance 
for  the  future  children 
of  a  dying  Earth, 

Who  decide  that  nature 

was  a  rough  draft 

left  for  humans  to  perfect. 

Who  count  time 
as  mutable  enough 
to  skip  an  hour 
in  one  season, 
add  it  to  another: 

We  still  stand 
facing  west 

as  the  sun  sets,  unable 

to  slow  that  bloody  descent, 

unable  to  add 

one  minute  of  life  back 

to  this  day 

no  matter  what  gods 

we  call  to  our  assistance. 

California  Summer 

We  called  it  the  Santa  Ana — 
warm  wind  blowing  in  at  night  over  the 
Santa  Ynez  mountains 
rubbing  through  the  rose  garden 
rustling  oleander  leaves  black  as  shadows 
sending  the  horses  skittering  from  one  side  of  the  corral 
to  the  other  in  a  long  dark  breath. 

We  children  escaped  from  beds  into  the  yard 

dancing  and  yelling, 

opening  our  fingers 

to  air  as  warm  and  thick  as  hair. 

Sometimes  along  with  flower  scent 
came  a  smell  of  old  campfires, 
faint  at  first,  then  stinging: 

The  sky  glowed  orange 

The  dog  crawled  out  of  her  rosebush  cave 

to  push  a  wet  nose  against  one  of  our  bare  legs 

The  horses  wheeled  and  screamed. 

Dad  came  home  late  with  stories 
about  burning  trees  shooting  though  the  air 
like  matchsticks  over  the  polo  field, 
owners  opening  barn  doors 
to  let  their  animals  run  ahead  of  the  flames, 
people  standing  on  their  roofs  with  hoses, 
miraculous  escapes  when  a  cow  or  horse  trail 
turned  the  fire  line  back  on  itself, 
saving  untold  acres, 

Until  the  essence  of  California  summer 

became  to  me  that  sooty  smell 

rising  from  blackened  hills, 

and  every  time  a  warm  wind  blows 

I  think  of  those  long  nights 

when  the  sun  set  like  another  fire 

and  our  bowl  of  sky  between  the  mountain  ranges 

pressed  down  like  damp  and  dirty  cotton 

muffling  even  the  horses’  screams. 

All  night  long  I  missed  the  stars 

as  if  without  Orion  and  the  dippers  spinning  above  me 

I  could  not  find  my  place 

or  trust  that  if  I  shut  my  eyes  to  sleep 

the  earth  would  not  rise 

hot  and  molten 

like  another  sun, 

shrugging  us  off  its  liquid  flanks 

Sending  us  flying 

into  the  Santa  Ana  wind 

like  bits  of  ash. 


War  Season 

Something  about  the  lone,  dry  leaf  that  blew  across  my  path 
in  slanted  evening  light 

painting  my  distance  from  the  sun,  and  home 
sucked  spring  away: 

dropped  me  in  fall,  nostalgically  farewelling 
life  itself 

the  way  you  do  when  crunching  through  autumn  leaves; 

the  way  you  want  to  draw  in 

to  the  cozy  darkening 

even  while  clutching  that  last  light 

with  hands  brittle  and  sharp  as  rakes. 

For  just  that  one  footstep 
on  the  path 

I  could  have  been  another  person 

in  another  place  and  season 

As  if  my  cells  were  split,  dispersed, 

absorbing  chemicals  and  smoke  and  human  wails 

above  Iraq, 

the  soldiers 

thundering  across  their  own  fears 

and  desert  air  absorbing 

this  same  light, 

dark  unfurling  like  a  flag 

over  everything 

beneath  it. 

For  just  one  step, 

and  then  the  next  I  walked  into  the  spring  again 

Again  myself,  briefcased  and  suited, 

hearing  the  heavy  door  of  my  office  building 

suck  securely  shut, 

the  water  birds  dive  bombing 

for  their  marshy  dinners  across  the  quiet, 

well-paved  road, 

my  car  keys  jingling  in  my  hand, 
airplanes  overhead  unthreatening  as  kites 
against  the  sky. 

And  almost  all  of  me  came  back  as  I  walked  on 
along  the  clean,  now  leafless  path 
toward  my  car, 

except  that  small  distortion,  like  a  handprint 

on  the  inside  of  a  windshield, 

disbelieving  spring 

and  distances 

and  guileless  planes 

and  coworkers  returning  safely 

to  their  homes 

and  children  sleeping 

in  their  beds 

and  birds  dipping 

against  a  deepening  sky 

and  spring  ever  becoming 

that  same  kind  of  summer 

where  the  fall 

comes  gently, 

drawing  in  the  darkness 

like  a  cozy  blanket 

earlier  each  night 

instead  of  dropping  it 

forty-two  hundred  pounds  at  a  time, 

until  no  season  matters 

and  we  are  not  surprised 

by  dead  leaves 

in  the  spring 

or  fall  skies 

lit  into  the  night 

with  fires  as  bright  as  sun; 

until  the  sight  of  soldiers 

pulling  mangled  children 

from  dead  parents’  arms 

no  longer  horrifies 

or  lingers  longer 

in  the  field  of  vision 

than  that  one  dead  leaf 

across  my  path 

and  gone. 


A  senior  editorial  director  at  Oracle  Corporation ,  Leslie  Steere 
is  a  fifth-generation  Californian.  She  lives  in  Pacifica  with 
her  partner  of  many  years,  their  9-year-old  daughter,  and  several 
nging  pets.  “If  it  weren't  for  a  dedicated  writing  group  that 
has  been  meeting  for  more  than  15  years,  ” Steere  says,  “none 
of  these  poems  would  have  made  it  to  p'aper.  ” 
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